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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
AUGUST 

6 - 9  North American Pacific Asian Disciples Convocation - Chicago, Illinois 

9  Disciples Men’s Cabinet (9:00 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

9  Honduras Partnerships Task Group (11:00 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

10  District 4 Anti-Racism Workshop (4:00 - 6:00 p.m.) - United Christian, Montgomery 

20 - 23  College of Regional Ministers and Forum of Regional Moderators - Indianapolis,   

24  “Senior Adult Sunday” in Alabama-Northwest Florida 

 

SEPTEMBER 

2  Commissioning and Ordination South (9:15 a.m.) - United Christian, Montgomery 

6  Anti-Racism Team (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

7  “T.A.S.T.E. Sunday” in Alabama-Northwest Florida 

9 - 11  SERF (Southeast Regional Fellowship) Retreat - Christmount, Black Mountain, NC 

9 - 10  “Gateway to Hope: Breaking the Stigma of Moral Injury” Conference at First United 

Methodist, Montgomery 

20  Regional Board (10:00 a.m.) - First Christian Church, Birmingham 

27  Program Committee on Church Development (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

28 - Oct. 5 Reconciliation Offering Promotion 

 

OCTOBER 

3 - 5  Women’s Retreat - YMCA-Camp Chandler 

4  Division of Mission (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

5  World Communion Sunday and Reconciliation Offering Sunday 

8  Commissioning and Ordination North (9:15 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

11  Disciples Men’s Cabinet (8:30 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

  Division of Nurture (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

17 - 19  Young Adult Beach Retreat - Orange Beach, AL 

19  District 5 Anti-Racism Workshop (4:00 - 6:00 p.m.) - South Baldwin Christian, Foley 

25  Division of Administration and Stewardship (10:00 a.m.) -Regional Office, Helena 

 

"We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.  As part of the 

one body of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us.” 

– 2007 Disciples Identity Statement 

The mission of the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region is to encourage and equip its congregations and 

pastors for the ministry of Jesus Christ in local communities and throughout the world, while seeking to 

nurture them into deeper relationship with God, with each other, and with the whole Church. 
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE REGIONAL MINISTER 

 

 In the epistle to the Ephesians, chapter 2, we read that we 

are saved by grace, not works, lest we should boast of achieving 

our own salvation on the basis of our merit.  Salvation is an act of 

God’s grace and mercy.   In the epistle to James, also in chapter 2, 

we read that we are justified by works and not through faith alone.  

On the surface it seems that these two authors are having a debate 

about the pathway for an individual’s salvation – is it through faith 

alone, or is it somehow tied to doing good works?  

 I believe that both passages have something important to 

say to the church today.  Actually I do not find them contradictory; 

indeed, I believe they speak the same truth.  They both  are hinting 

at the quality of a life transformed by a relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  The 

transformation that both writers describe is a total transformation.  It involves heart, soul, 

strength, and mind.  It is a transformation in which Jesus truly becomes Lord, meaning that the 

believer lives with a new single focus – to live with gratitude to God not only through one’s 

worship but also through one’s service.     

 In Ephesians we are cautioned against arrogance which can sometimes accompany one’s 

acts of sacrificial service.  We are to remember that God chose to love us long before we could 

love God and that God chooses to love us even when we are unlovely.  It is by grace, God’s 

grace, that we are able to be in a relationship with God at all.  In James we are cautioned against 

having a surface piety which expresses devotion to God but does nothing to express love toward 

those whom God loves.  James is suggesting that this kind of devotion is suspect and does not 

bring in the reign of God. 

 I do not believe these texts from these two epistles are relevant only for individuals who 

are trying to understand the relationship between faith and works.  I think the words are relevant 

for our congregations.  Taken together, Ephesians and James direct us to be balanced, to have 

faith and works, to express devotion to God with appropriate expressions of compassion for our 

fellow human beings.  The question I want to pose in this article is this: Is your congregation 

paying attention to the messages of these sacred passages of scripture? 

 From the Ephesians text congregations might ask: Have we become arrogant in our 

thinking?  Do we think there is something about our behavior – either what we have done or 

what we have refrained from doing – that makes God love us more than God loves persons 

outside the church?  Do we feel privileged, like we are on the right path to salvation, while we 

judge those who are on a different path?  Do we build walls around our ministries, as if those 

outside the walls matter less to God?  Do we think our works are what makes God love us?  The 

Ephesians text reminds the church that it has no reason to boast.  God loves us no more or less 

than others.  There is no place for walls of judgment that separate us from others. 

 From the James text congregations might ask: Do we place excessive energy and 

attention on expressing devotion to God, through worship and most other programs that happen 

in our church buildings, while neglecting ministries beyond our doorsteps?  Do most members of 

our congregation do anything more than gather for Sunday worship?  When we look at our 

annual budgets, is the percentage spent on things that happen inside our church buildings 

inappropriately high when compared to what we spend on outreach, community service, and 

benevolence?  The James text reminds us that we can express our faith and devotion to God all 

we want to, but if we do not love our neighbor as ourselves, our faith is not the kind that leads to 

salvation or brings in the realm of God. 



  

 

 As you think about ministries in your congregation, and as you think about your budget 

preparations for 2015, please consider the need to live out of the transformation that has come to  

you through Jesus Christ.  In the transformed state of living, your congregation must express its 

spirituality through faith AND works.  As transformed people, let us look no further than to 

Jesus, the one we call Lord.  Living as he lived is the goal of our transformation.  We seek an 

intimate relationship with God, as Jesus did, while at the same time addressing the needs of the 

world around us, as Jesus did.  God’s reign on earth will require God’s people to be people of 

“faith” AND it will require them to be people of “works.” 

 

Your Partner in Ministry, 

 

John P. Mobley 

Regional Minister 

 

 

THE ALABAMA-NORTHWEST FLORIDA REGION WELCOMES 

ROBERTO AND ZENAIDA RODRIGUEZ TO BIRMINGHAM 

            

The Project Advisory Team for a new church start in Birmingham has called Roberto Rodriguez 

to serve as church planter.  Rev. Rodriguez began this new ministry on May 15, 2014, after 

serving for many years as a Disciples pastor in Puerto Rico.  The new congregation, to be known 

as “Primera Iglesia Cristiana (Discipulos de Cristo),” targets the Spanish-speaking population of 

Birmingham.  Valley Christian Church, Birmingham, is partnering with the Region to share its 

facilities with the new congregation in the early stages of its life. 

 The new congregation-in-formation held its first worship service on June 1 and had 

approximately 25 persons in attendance.  Weekly services are currently offered on Sundays at 

6:00 p.m. and Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.   

 A Project Advisory Team is meeting regularly to give oversight to this new ministry.  

PAT members include: Doug Smith (chair), Edith Carreras, Jane Churchill, John Churchill, 

Nancy Devore, Ed Guindon, Carlos Martinez, Maria Ortiz, Troy Tatum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On June 1, 2014 Pastors Gary Edge and 

Roberto Rodriguez joined hands to 

symbolize the ministry covenant being 

formed between their two congregations, 

Valley Christian and Primera Iglesia 

Cristiana, Birmingham.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

REFLECTIONS FROM THE ASSOCIATE REGIONAL MINISTER 

 

“Why Should I Give to the Annual Fund? 

 

 Recently appeals from the Division of Administration 

were sent to many individuals asking for donations to the 

Region’s Annual Fund. The question has been asked, “why I 

should give to the Annual Fund when I/we support Disciples 

Mission Fund?”  Before I answer that question, I want to 

thank you on behalf of the Region in Alabama-Northwest 

Florida for your gifts to the whole church through Disciples 

Mission Fund. 

 The Alabama –Northwest Florida Annual Fund drive 

is an invitation for individuals to give additional financial 

support to undergird the ministries of the Alabama-Northwest 

Florida Region (including Meridian, MS.). While the Region 

receives gifts from congregations through the Disciples Mission Fund and through the Christmas 

Offering, these dollars are not sufficient to help maintain current ministries and provide the new 

ministries that are envisioned.  The Annual Fund is an opportunity for individuals to make a 

difference in the lives of children, youth, young adults, men, women, pastors, and students. Gifts 

to the Annual Fund directly impact people right in your own congregation and in neighboring 

Disciples of Christ congregations. 

 First and foremost, God wants us to give because it shows that we recognize God is truly 

the Lord of our lives. James 1:17 states, “every good and perfect gift is from above, coming 

down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.”  

Everything we own and everything we have comes from God. So when we give, we simply offer 

him a very small portion of all the abundance he has already given to us.  Giving is an expression 

of our thankfulness and praise to God.  Therefore, our/your participation is critical! You do not 

need to give thousands of dollars to make a difference.  Many resist supporting the Annual Fund 

because they think their gifts of $5, $10, or $20.00 won’t have an impact.  But all gifts, 

combined together, make a huge difference in the life of the Region.  Any and all gifts are 

accepted and appreciated. This means if you can only afford a few dollars this year, give 

anyway. your gift in any amount could very well be the gift that helps the Region meet its 

expenses and plan for new ministries. 

 We are blessed when we give. Acts 20:35 ….remembering the words the Lord Jesus 

himself said: ”It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  God want us to give because God 

knows how blessed we will be as we give generously for God’s work in the world.   

 We hope that the motivation behind all gifts to the Annual Fund will come from the 

shared commitment to excellence in our Regional Ministry. We want to thrive! We want to have 

the quality of excellence in everything we do.  Will you please join Mercedes and me as we give 

to the Annual Fund? When we give freely to God, we receive freely from God. 

 

Your Partner in Ministry, 

 

   

Dale C. Braxton     

Associate Regional Minister     



 

MIRACLE DAY --- JUNE 7, 2014, A GREAT SUCCESS 

First Christian Church, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 

 

From the grateful First Christian Church Tuscaloosa congregation: 

 

 To all our brothers and sisters in Christ across the 

Alabama/Northwest Florida (and now Eastern 

Mississippi, welcome Meridian!) Region who 

participated in Miracle Day, we want to send you our 

heartfelt thanks!  With your generosity and hard work we 

were able to EXCEED our expectations in completing 

our list of improvements.  Thanks to you we have a 

shaded outdoor patio with benches for church gatherings; 

a restored porch on our Disciple’s House; a prayer 

garden for peaceful reflection; new shrubs, bushes, and 

flowers; attractive gates and posts around the property; restoration to our masonry; new paint 

throughout the church and fellowship hall; and many, many 

other completed projects. 

 We were blessed to have been selected for Miracle 

Day, but we have been exceedingly blessed by your efforts 

to make our dreams come to fruition and want the entire 

region to know how grateful we are for your participation 

and hard work.  We recognize the sacrifice you made to be a 

part of this blessing!  We also want to specifically thank 

John and Valya Mobley for their priceless input and 

guidance to assure we got the most out of the “Day.”  

 It is now our turn to “pay it forward.”  We are 

committing ourselves to be active participants in the 

planning and realization for the next Miracle Day, as well as 

returning a sizable amount of remaining funds to the region 

as “seed money” for the next Miracle Day. 

Again, please accept our sincere gratitude and thanks to all who participated and/or donated to 

this wonderful blessing we received on that very special day. 

 

Your sisters and brothers in Christ, FCC Tuscaloosa 



 

Week of Compassion Calls a New Executive Director 

Week of Compassion welcomes Rev. Vy Nguyen as the New Executive Director beginning 

September 1, 2014. 

 
 Vy Nguyen holds a Master of Divinity from the Divinity School at 

the University of Chicago, and earned his B.A. in religious studies with a 

minor in environmental sciences from Texas Christian University. He joins 

Week of Compassion after serving for more than 5 years with Church 

World Service for the Southwest Regional Office where he worked with 

congregations and donors to increase their fundraising portfolio. Prior to his 

work with Church World Service, Vy worked with the Lutheran Volunteer 

Corps office in Berkeley, CA where he brought stability to the program and 

increased support for the organization among volunteers, congregations, 

and non-profit agencies. LVC doubled the number of volunteers and non-

profit agencies during his tenure. 

 Vy brings with him a strong passion for working with diverse communities and building 

bridges between them. As a former refugee who came to the United States through the efforts of 

Refugee and Immigration Ministries and Church World Service, he has witnessed first-hand the vital 

role that Week of Compassion provides throughout the world. Through his work with Church World 

Service and local congregations, he has sought to foster among communities a deeper understanding 

and awareness of both the challenges that individuals and families face in the world as they struggle 

for refuge, as well as the importance of building local capacities and movements towards sustainable 

development in international relief and long-term development work. His commitment to enhancing 

diverse community engagement with the mission and vital work of outreach organizations has led 

him to work closely with senior staff at Church World Service on researching why communities 

choose to become involved in and engaged with new causes and non-profit organizations. Their 

efforts have led to new and creative ways of engaging with communities and donors to increase 

fundraising as well as strengthening relationships with individuals and communities. 

 Vy and his wife, Linh Bui, live in Oakland, CA. 

  

WORKSHOP OFFERED IN MONTGOMERY - SEPTEMBER 9-10, 2014 
“Gateway to Hope: Breaking the Stigma of Moral Injury” 

 
DID YOU KNOW: 

*20,500 service men and women are scheduled to return to Alabama from deployment in Afghanistan 

between now and the end of 2015. Who will be there to support them?  

*The current rate of suicide among our nation’s veterans is at an all-time high of 22 suicides each 

day. When will we address this tragedy?  

*Countless numbers of veterans and their families are suffering from invisible wounds of war that 

affect the mind and soul. What can we do to help them?  

*Clergy are often the first points of contact for veterans as they struggle with these wounds. How can 

clergy be provided the specialized training necessary to meet the needs of those who fought for 

us? 

 “Gateway To Hope: Breaking the Stigma of Moral Injury” seeks to educate clergy, mental health and 

health care professionals about the emotional and spiritual wounds of war and resources that can be used 

to support their recovery. The two-day conference will help equip these “first responders” to provide 

needed pastoral and mental health care for veterans. Participants will also explore ways to create caring 

and accepting communities of support for veterans as they reintegrate into the civilian world, without 

leaving them to suffer invisibly and in silence. Tuesday & Wednesday, September 9-10, 2014 First 

United Methodist Church, 2416 W Cloverdale Park, Montgomery, AL 36106. For more information and 

to register: http://www.gatewaytohope2014.wordpress.com 

http://www.gatewaytohope2014.wordpress.com/


 

 

T.A.S.T.E. (Take A Student To Eat)  SUNDAY - September 7, 2014 

 
 T.A.S.T.E. Sunday was inaugurated in 2009 and met with great success in many 

congregations.  Since that time it has given congregations a method in which their welcome and 

hospitality to young adults can be very intentional.  The idea is quite simple.  Congregations are 

asked to organize some special activity around Sunday lunch following morning worship on the 

Sunday following Labor Day (and again after Veterans Day and Presidents Day).  Members may 

want to host students and other young adults for lunch at a restaurant or in their homes.  

Congregations may want to have a fellowship meal in honor of students and other young adults.  The 

occasion is intended to provide an opportunity to build lasting relationships with these young adults.  

Several congregations that have promoted T.A.S.T.E. Sundays have reported positive experiences.  

Some have seen an increase in young adult participants and some have created new ministries 

involving young adults.  All congregations are urged to be intentional and creative in their 

observance of T.A.S.T.E. Sunday on September 7, 2014.   

 T.A.S.T.E. Sunday is also an ideal time to promote the upcoming 2014 Young Adult Beach 

Retreat for all young adults in the congregation, whether they are students or not.  (See article below) 

 

YOUNG ADULT BEACH RETREAT - October 17 - 19, 2014  

 
 All young adults in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region are invited to participate in a time 

of renewal, fun, conversation, and relationship-building on October 17 -19, 2014, at the 2014 Young 

Adult Beach Retreat.  The group will be using the retreat facilities of Romar Beach Baptist Church in 

Orange Beach, AL.  For more information about the site, visit 

<http://www.facebook.com/Romar.Beach.Baptist> Although the Retreat formally begins with dinner 

on Friday, October 17, persons who desire to have an extra day at the beach are welcome to arrive on 

Thursday, October 16, at an additional cost of $35.  Those wishing to arrive early must indicate on 

the registration form their planned arrival date. 

 The young adults will engage in conversations during the retreat concerning Disciples of 

Christ identity.  Facilitating the conversations will be Rev. Troy Tatum, Senior Minister, First 

Christian Church, Birmingham, and Rev. John Mobley, Regional Minister.  

 Young adult activities in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region are intended to include 

persons in a variety of categories: students, non-students, singles, married, young families, etc.  

Anyone who considers himself/herself to be a young adult is welcome to be involved.  The lodging 

will be dormitory style, separated by gender.  We are unable to provide child care for this event. 

 Thanks to a subsidy from the Region, the cost of the retreat is only $50/person ( or 

$85/person for those arriving on Thursday).  The registration deadline is October 8.  The registration 

form will be available on the Region’s website and also in the September Leaders Packet. 

 

APPLICATIONS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS FROM THE MILDRED B. WATSON 

MEMORIAL FUND ARE BEING RECEIVED THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2014 

 

          The Mildred B. Watson Memorial Fund is a permanent fund established by the Alabama-

Northwest Florida Region, in partnership with Valley Christian Church, Birmingham, and the 

Christian Church Foundation, that will provide annual income to support leadership education for 

persons in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  Mildred Watson supported the entire Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) and had a strong desire to see young people and young adults gain 

exposure to the ministries of the wider church.  She valued education for all Disciples and she 

particularly wanted to see ministers have the education, resources, and support they need for their 

service to the church.  The Mildred B. Watson Memorial Fund will provide resources which address 

these commitments that were dear to Mildred Watson during her lifetime. 

 Persons interested in applying for a scholarship should contact the Regional office to request 

an application.  The application deadline for 2014 grants is September 30, 2014.  Decisions regarding 

scholarship recipients will be made during October. 

 



 

 

AUGUST 24, 2014, IS “SENIOR ADULT SUNDAY”  

IN THE ALABAMA-NORTHWEST FLORIDA REGION 

 

 Congregations in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region are asked to recognize all 

senior adults in worship on Sunday, August 24, 2014.  Persons in this age group provide strength 

and support to the congregations of which they are part.  Many senior adults have been serving in 

the ministry of the church for decades, providing leadership and exercising the gifts God has 

given them so that the church can have a vital ministry.  Our senior adults are worthy of a special 

Sunday in which they may be honored and thanked. 

 Congregations are free to plan special activities for senior adults on “Senior Adult 

Sunday.”  They may want to sponsor a breakfast, fellowship dinner, or reception in their honor.  

They may add elements to the worship service that highlight the rich gifts that senior adults bring 

to congregations.  Pastors and other church leaders are encouraged to use their creativity in 

making this a special day for senior adults in the congregation. 

 The Region is requesting that all congregations use “Senior Adult Sunday” to promote 

the 2014 Senior Adult Retreat that is scheduled for November 6-7.  A Flyer and Registration 

Form were included in the July Leader’s Packet.  It is suggested that congregations set up a 

special table on Senior Adult Sunday where seniors can receive this information.   The theme of 

the upcoming retreat is “The Changing Role of Senior Adults in the Church.”  The leader will be 

Rev. Dr. Carl R. Gebhardt, retired Disciples pastor (see article below).  

  

 

SENIOR ADULT RETREAT IS SET FOR NOVEMBER 6 - 7, 2014 

(Please Note: New location in 2014) 

 

 The thirteenth annual Senior Adult Retreat will be held at St. Bernard Retreat Center, 

Cullman, Alabama, on Thursday and Friday, November 6 - 7, 2014.  The theme of the senior 

adult retreat is “The Changing Role of Senior Adults in the Church.”  The leader will be Rev. Dr. 

Carl R. Gebhardt, retired Disciples pastor.   Participants will think about their freedom to say 

“yes” to the fun stuff and “no” to the rest, without feeling selfish about it.  They will consider the 

worldview of LEISURE.  They will identify the special things that they bring to the Church table 

NOW, as senior adults. 

 The senior adult retreat will include music and singing led by George and Judy Dudley, 

members of First Christian Church, Birmingham.  There will be an annual business session, a 

talent show, and a handbell concert.  The senior adult retreat always features rich fellowship and 

fun for all who participate.  The retreat begins with lunch on Thursday and concludes in the early 

afternoon on Friday. 

 The motel-type rooms that are reserved include two twin beds and a private bathroom.  

Different cost options are available, depending on whether registrants want a single or double 

room.   Limited financial assistance is available for those who request it from the Regional 

Minister.  All requests for financial assistance will be kept confidential.  All of the registration 

information and costs were included in the July Leader’s Packet.  Please contact the Regional 

office if more information is needed.  

 [ Note: All pastors, whether they consider themselves seniors or not, are encouraged 

to attend the Senior Adult Retreat along with the senior adults from their congregations.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEWS OF THE CLERGY 

 

 Otis Head concluded his service as pastor with Mt. Calvary Missionary Christian 

Church, Tuskegee, in early June.  Danny Barfield concluded his service as senior minister at 

Fairhope Christian Church in mid-June in order to go back into retirement.  John Alford will 

begin service as Interim Minister with Fairhope Christian Church, beginning in mid-August. 

  

CONGREGATIONS SEEKING A MINISTER 

 

Fairhope, Fairhope (John Alford is Interim, starting August 15) 

Mobile, Azalea Hills (Phillip Hayes is Interim) 

Tuskegee, Mt. Calvary 

White Hall, Mt. Zion 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 Rev. Phillip Gilbert (center) was installed on July 6, 2014, as 

 pastor with Cedar Plains Christian Church, Falkville.  Pictured                                               

 with Rev. Gilbert are Regional Minister John  Mobley  and 

 Board Chairperson Lynn Thrasher. 

  
Rev. Clint Coffey was installed on June 29, 2014,  

as pastor of First Christian Church, Athens.  Pictured  

here with Rev. Coffey  (l-r) is Rev. Anna Shirey, spouse  

of Rev. Coffey, and Regional Minister John Mobley. 

       

 

OUTREACH GIVING UPDATE 

 

 The year-to-date giving in 2014 by congregations in Alabama-Northwest Florida to the 

Disciples Mission Fund and the four Special Day Offerings (Easter, Pentecost, Thanksgiving, 

and Christmas) has decreased by 18.13% from the amount given year-to-date in 2013.  Church-

wide gifts to Disciples Mission Fund and the four Special Day Offerings are showing a 8.05% 

decrease from the amount given through June, 2013.   Week of Compassion giving in Alabama-

Northwest Florida is showing a 16.99% decrease from the amount given through June, 2013.  

The Easter Offering in Alabama-Northwest Florida is showing a 0.5% decrease from the amount 

given through June, 2013.  The Pentecost Offering in Alabama-Northwest Florida is showing a 

62.2% decrease from the amount given through June, 2013. 

 Disciples outreach ministries are carried out in partnership between general ministries, 

ministries of higher education, Regions, congregations, and other related ministries of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  The financial support given by your congregation 

enables this partnership to be effective in carrying out the ministry of  Jesus Christ.   Your 

commitment to our shared ministries is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 



 

ALABAMA-NORTHWEST FLORIDA REGION IS COMMITTED TO  

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT IN HONDURAS 

 

 One of the ways the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region is expressing its commitment to 

sharing in ministry with our Honduran partners is through leadership development.  Young 

persons in Honduras are sensing a call to ministry and their gifts are greatly needed.  They are in 

need of theological education to be prepared for leadership in the church.  There are many new 

congregations in the Evangelical and Reformed Church in Honduras that are being started in 

many small communities.  There is a shortage of trained persons who can serve as pastors.  The 

Evangelical and Reformed Church in Honduras has said that the most needed  assistance that our 

Region can provide is in the form of scholarships. 

 Earlier this year the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region, through its Division of Mission 

and upon recommendation from the Honduras Partnerships Task Group, awarded five 

scholarships to help three Honduran students get a three-year theological education.  The long-

term impact of this gift from our Region is impossible to measure.  The students that are 

receiving ministerial training and theological education are named below: 

Domingo Lucio Lopez 

Marvin Aguilar Hernandez 

Jose Dionisio Reyes Lopez 

Carlos Arzu 

Jesus Hernandez 

 The Honduras Partnerships Task Group is working also with the Christian Commission 

for Development in Honduras to identify five individuals in their training school who might 

receive similar scholarships from the Region. 

 The Alabama-Northwest Florida Region is to be commended for its support of ministry 

beyond its borders.  What we do can make a difference in far away places for the glory of God. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregations that have formally committed to expressing “true community” through intentional 

efforts to work against racism and toward reconciliation. 
 

First Christian Church, Anniston 

Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Anniston 

Village Christian Church, Auburn  

First Christian Church, Birmingham 

Valley Christian Church, Birmingham 

First Christian Church, Dothan 

First Christian Church, Florence 

Snow Hill Christian Church, Ft. Deposit 

First Christian Church, Ft. Walton Beach 

Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Fort Walton Beach 

Sellers Memorial Christian Church, Hayneville 

First Christian Church, Huntsville 

Grateful Life Community Church, Huntsville 

Mt. Pleasant Christian Church, Mathews 

First Christian Church, Pensacola 

Mt. Calvary Missionary Christian Church, Tuskegee 

Union Christian Church, Tuskegee 

First Christian Church of River View, Valley 

   
 

 



 

STATEMENT AFFIRMING AN ANTI-RACIST IDENTITY 
 

 Recognizing the division that exists within the human family due to the sin of racism, the 
Alabama-Northwest Florida Region confirms its commitment to the call of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to be an ambassador of unity and reconciliation.  The Alabama-Northwest Florida Region 
confesses its own participation in the sin of racism and is committed to the dismantling of  
racism wherever it exists in its own institutional life and in the life and witness of its 
congregations.  
 Therefore, the Regional Board, on February 23, 2002, affirms all current and future 
efforts within the Alabama-Northwest Region to become an Anti-Racist manifestation of the Body 
of Christ.  This affirmation will be demonstrated through prayer, allocation of resources, and 
organized efforts to challenge racism wherever it exists within the Alabama-Northwest Florida 
Region.  
 

 

 Make plans now to join women of all ages during 

the Disciples Women’s Fall Retreat at Camp Chandler in 

Wetumpka, AL on October 3 – 5, 2014.  Our theme is “We 

Are Wonderfully and Beautifully Made”.  Tajuan 

McCarty will be our keynote speaker.  Tajuan McCarty is 

the Founder and Executive Director of The WellHouse, a 

nonprofit, faith-based and Christ-centered agency dedicated 

to rescuing women from sexual exploitation/human 

trafficking. Tajuan was recognized as one of The Top 20 

Women Who Make a Difference in Birmingham in 2013 due to her efforts to fight human 

trafficking.  Our weekend will be filled with fun, fellowship, and spiritual renewal.  We will be 

commemorating the 50
th

 anniversary of the passage of the Civil Rights Bill.  Come early on 

Friday and take a trolley ride downtown on a prayer walk/ride to visit several historic sites.  

Activities planned include Bible study, Prayer, Praise and Worship, Silent Auction, more rounds 

of Bible Trivia Feud, games, Zumba, Line Dancing, and Karaoke.  Some scholarship monies are 

available for young women.  Contact Ellen Rawls at Ellenrawls@aol.com. Come and bring a 

friend!  I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  Colossians 4:17a 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Thirty-five youth participated 
in Beach Camp on June 8-13, 
2014, at Lighthouse Retreat 
Center in Orange Beach, 
Alabama.  The campers did 
mission projects in 
partnership with South 
Baldwin Christian Church in 
Foley, including a mini-
Vacation Bible School for 
children in an adjacent 
neighborhood. 
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  Genesis Camp     Discovery Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The first annual Genesis Camp included 18 campers, plus adult leaders, and was held on June 21-23, 2014, at YMCA-

Camp Chandler.  Discovery Camp included 22 campers, plus adult leaders, and was held at the same location on the same 

dates. 

 

Chi Rho Camp & CYF Conference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Eighty-one campers participated in Chi Rho Camp and CYF Conference on June 23-27, 2014, at YMCA-Camp Chandler. 

 

Junior Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Twenty-four campers, plus adult leaders, participated in Junior Camp on June 23-27, 2014, at YMCA-Camp Chandler. 

 

 

 



 

 YOU CAN BE A PART OF THE ALABAMA-NORTHWEST FLORIDA 

ANNUAL FUND 

 
The Annual Fund is...... 

.....an invitation for individuals to give additional financial support for the ministries of this Region.  While 

the Region is supported through the Disciples Mission Fund and through the Christmas Offering, these 

dollars alone will not maintain current ministries and develop new ministries that are envisioned. 

.....an opportunity for individuals to make a difference in the lives of children, youth, young adults, men, 

women, pastors, and students.  Gifts to the Annual Fund directly impact people right in your own 

congregation and in neighboring Disciples of Christ congregations. 

.....an opportunity to undergird this Region so that we can achieve excellence in everything we do.  

Nothing less is worthy of the Christ we serve. 

 

---------------------------------------------------Please clip and return--------------------------------------------------- 

 
Enclosed is my/our gift to help the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region continue its current ministries with excellence 

and to develop exciting new ministries which will strengthen congregations for mission and ministry. 

 

Name_________________________________E-mail____________________________________ 

 

Address_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City______________________________________________State___________Zip_____________ 

 

Phone__________________________Congregation______________________________________ 

 

Amount of Gift  $____________________ 

 

Payable to: 

Christian Church in Alabama-NW Florida 

861 Highway 52, Helena, AL  35080 

 

Thank You for Your Support!!! 

 


