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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

AUGUST 

10 Clergy-Women’s Luncheon (11:30a.m. - 1:30 p.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

14 Commissioning and Ordination North (9:15 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

17 Gathering of Moderators/Board Chairpersons (Noon-3:00 p.m.)-First Christian Church, Montgomery 

24 Anti-Racism Team (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

25 “Senior Adult Sunday” in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region 
 
SEPTEMBER 

3 Commissioning and Ordination South (9:15 a.m.) - United Christian, Montgomery 

8 T.A.S.T.E. Sunday (Take A Student To Eat) - Young Adult Emphasis 

10-12 Southeast Regional Fellowship (SERF) Retreat - Christmount, Black Mountain, NC 

14 Division of Mission (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

28 Program Committee on Church Development (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

29 Informational Meeting for The Journey (congregational transformation process) (4:00 p.m.) 

  [tentative] - Grace Christian Church, Helena 

 

OCTOBER 

9 Commissioning and Ordination North (9:15 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

11-13 Women’s Retreat - YMCA-Camp Chandler (near Wetumpka, AL) 

11-13 Young Adult Beach Retreat - (“The Lighthouse” Retreat Center at Romar Beach Baptist 

  Church) - Orange Beach, AL 

19 Disciples Men’s Cabinet (8:30 a.m.) - Regional Office 

19 Division of Nurture (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

26 Program Committee on Regional Assembly (10:00 a.m.) - Primera Iglesia Cristiana - Fort 

  Walton Beach, FL  

    

****************************************************************************** 
“We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.  As part of the one body 

of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us.”  

– 2007 Disciples Identity Statement 

****************************************************************************** 
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE REGIONAL MINISTER 
 

 I do not often use this space to make revelations about my personal 

life.  I tend to be a somewhat private person on most days.  But I am going 

to make an exception in this column.  I am going to reflect on my mother in 

order to make a point that we would do well to consider. 

 First of all, my mother is celebrating her 90
th

 birthday in just a few 

days from the time I am writing this column. I have always called her 

“Mama.”  My three siblings and I, and our spouses, will gather with Mama 

in South Carolina to celebrate this milestone in her life.  But it is not really the number of years 

that make us most grateful for our mother; rather it is the impact of her witness, the depth of her 

faith, and the integrity of her life that we celebrate.  Of course we are grateful for her 90 years, 

but our love for her is much more about how she has lived her life than the length of her life. 

  Mama taught me to have faith at an early age.  She taught me that the relationship that 

God wants to have with me is an intimate one.  She taught me that God cares about everything 

that happens in my life.  She taught me how to talk to God.  Most of all, she taught me that God 

loves me more than I will ever know or fully comprehend.  She taught the same things to all my 

siblings. 

 Mama treasures the Bible as God’s holy word, given to us for comfort, guidance, 

instruction, and even to unsettle us when we become complacent.  She taught me the Bible 

stories from the time I was barely old enough to understand, and she used those times to give me 

the basis for her belief in a loving God who wants to live life intimately with us.  She prayed 

with me during these times of childhood instruction and has prayed  for me ever since. 

 At 90 years of age, Mama is continuing to give witness to God who has been her close 

companion her whole life.  On a recent phone call I learned that in 2013 she has volunteered to 

be a part of a team of persons who will handle phone calls from persons who call a certain 

number that appears on their TV screen following a re-airing of a Billy Graham evangelistic 

crusade from decades ago.  Apparently the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association has purchased 

time on cable networks to re-air some of the worship services from the Billy Graham Crusades 

that were held years ago.  At the end of these telecasts a number scrolls along the bottom of the 

screen for persons to call if they want to ask questions, request prayer, or make a decision about 

inviting Christ into their lives.  One of the persons who may answer the phone when a person in 

spiritual need makes a call is my mother.  I cannot think of a better person than Mama for those 

persons to encounter at a time like that in their lives. 

 Mama has shared with me her experiences of talking with these complete strangers who 

may live anywhere in the United States.  They have been touched by what they have seen and 

heard on the television.  They have been hungry for the message – the message of God’s love for 

them, made known most clearly through Jesus Christ.  They have listened to my mother’s 

counsel with receptive hearts and they have received her prayers for them with gratitude.  

 Mama tells me that each Monday night as she is preparing to work the phone lines, she 

gets very nervous.  When I asked why she would be nervous, she replied that the chance to be in 

someone’s life at such a crucial time carries a magnitude that is quite heavy.  But through prayer 

and faith, God gives her the words to say and the confidence to say them. 

 So now here is my question, for myself and for all who read this: are we finding 

opportunities to share the good news that we have experienced in our lives?  If my mother, at 90 

years of age, can still embrace avenues of service that impact people’s lives, should we not all be 

striving to find ministry that makes a difference?  Through prayer and faith, should we not all 

seek the words to say and the confidence to say them with conviction?  The words we say may or 

may not be on the phone, like with my mother’s new ministry.  The words we are called to speak 

may be in our own households, with the very ones to whom we are closest.  They may be needed 

in the workplace, the school, the gym, or in the shopping center.  Who knows, our words of good 

news may even be needed in our churches!  Make no mistake, there are places awaiting you and 



me where we can speak to others about the love we have come to know in Jesus Christ.  People 

are actually hungry for such a message. 

 My mother has taught me that God is to be our most intimate and trustworthy companion 

in life.  Isn’t it natural that those who come to know us, in whatever setting, will also learn 

something along the way about our most intimate and trustworthy companion?   

 I give thanks to Mama for continuing to challenge me, and perhaps you too, by her life 

and witness.  

    

Your Partner in Ministry, 

 

John P. Mobley 

Regional Minister 

   

 

THE ALABAMA-NORTHWEST FLORIDA REGION WELCOMES 

ISRAEL AND JEANETTE MARTINEZ TO PENSACOLA 

 

           The Project Advisory Team for the new church start in Pensacola has called Israel and 

Jeanette Martinez to serve as church planters.  The new congregation, to be known as “Iglesia 

Cristiana - Renovando Tu Fe (Renewing Our Faith),” targets the Spanish-speaking population of 

west Pensacola.  Westwood Christian Church, Pensacola, is partnering with the Region to share 

its facilities with the new congregation in the early stages of its life. 

 Israel Martinez has previously served as church planter in the Florida Region.  The 

church he started, Primera Iglesia Cristiana - Misionera De Poinciana, is in Kissimmee, Florida, 

and has experienced significant growth in the past eight years. 

 The starting date for this new ministry was July 1, 2013.  Efforts are underway to gather 

interested persons through various activities who will be excited to be a part of the new 

congregation.  Regular worship services have not yet begun. 

 

 

T.A.S.T.E. (Take A Student To Eat)  SUNDAY - September 8, 2013 

 

 T.A.S.T.E. Sunday was inaugurated in 2009 and met with great success in many 

congregations.  Since that time it has given congregations a method in which their welcome and 

hospitality to young adults can be very intentional.  The idea is quite simple.  Congregations are 

asked to organize some special activity around Sunday lunch following morning worship on the 

Sunday following Labor Day (and again after Veterans Day and Presidents Day).  Members may 

want to host students and other young adults for lunch at a restaurant or in their homes.  

Congregations may want to have a fellowship meal in honor of students and other young adults.  

The occasion is intended to provide an opportunity to build lasting relationships with these 

young adults.  Several congregations that have promoted T.A.S.T.E. Sundays have reported 

positive experiences.  Some have seen an increase in young adult participants and some have 

created new ministries involving young adults.  All congregations are urged to be intentional and 

creative in their observance of T.A.S.T.E. Sunday on September 8, 2013.   

 T.A.S.T.E. Sunday is also an ideal time to promote the upcoming 2013 Young Adult 

Beach Retreat for all young adults in the congregation, whether they are students or not.  (See 

next article) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

YOUNG ADULT BEACH RETREAT - October 11 - 13, 2013  

 
 All young adults in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region are invited to participate in a time of 

renewal, fun, and relationship-building on October 11 -13, 2013, at the 2013 Young Adult Beach Retreat.  

The group will be using the retreat facilities of Romar Beach Baptist Church in Orange Beach, AL.  For 

more information about the site, visit <http://www.facebook.com/Romar.Beach.Baptist> Although the 

Retreat formally begins with dinner on Friday, October 11, persons who desire to have an extra day at the 

beach are welcome to arrive on Thursday at an additional cost of $35.  Those wishing to arrive early must 

indicate on the registration form their planned arrival date. 

 Young adult activities in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region are intended to include persons 

in a variety of categories: students, non-students, singles, married, young families, etc.  Anyone who 

considers himself/herself to be a young adult is welcome to be involved.  The lodging will be dormitory 

style, separated by gender.  We are unable to provide child care for this event. 

 Thanks to a subsidy from the Region, the cost of the retreat is only $50/person ( or $85/person for 

those arriving on Thursday).  The registration deadline is October 1.  The registration form will be 

available on the Region’s website and also in the July and September Leader’s Packets. 

 

 

NEWS OF THE CLERGY 

 
 Phyllis Kirk was ordained to Christian ministry on June 9, 2013, at Grace Christian Church.  

Israel and Jeanette Martinez have accepted as call to give leadership as church planters for a new 

congregation in Pensacola, Florida.  The new congregation will be known as “Iglesia Cristiana - 

Renovando Tu Fe (Renewing Your Faith).”  Danny Shoemake has accepted a call to serve as the 

minister with Union Christian Church, Tuskegee.  His ministry began in the latter part of July.  Michael 

Cassady has ended his ministry as pastor with Pleasant View Christian Church near Camp Hill, Alabama.  

Gerri Johnson has accepted a call to serve as pastor with Pleasant View Christian Church.  Troy Tatum 

has accepted a call to serve as pastor with First Christian Church, Birmingham, beginning in September.  

Jane Hull, who has been serving as Interim Senior Minister with First Christian, Birmingham, will 

complete her service at the end of August.  Tim Murtaugh has accepted a call to serve in an Interim 

Ministry in Ohio, beginning in early September.  He will conclude his service as Interim Minister with 

First Christian Church, Florence, in early September. 

 

 

 
Phyllis Kirk was ordained into Christian Ministry on June 9, 

2013, at Grace Christian Church, Helena, AL.  Pictured here 

front row (l to r) are:  Rev. Elizabeth Stough Berg,    Phyllis 

Kirk and Tommy Morgan, Pastor.  Back row (l to r) are:  

Dale Braxton, Associate Regional Minister, John Churchill, 

Board Chairperson, John Mobley, Regional Minister, and 

John Gregory, Committee on the Ministry representative.  

Phyllis serves as the Minister of  Music at Grace Christian 

Church. 
 

 

 

 

CONGREGATIONS SEEKING A MINISTER  

 
 Athens, First (C. J. Cobb is Interim) 

 Falkville, Cedar Plains 

 Florence, First (Tim Murtaugh is Interim) 

 

 

 



 

 

LaVerne Thorpe is a native of Detroit Michigan. She has two grown daughters, three 

grandchildren, and one great-grandson. She attended school in Detroit and Los Angeles. Her 

working career was varied from a nursing home aide, typist, proof machine operator at a bank, 

account receivable clerk, and volunteer coordinator for the Head Start Program until she got a 

job with the State of Michigan Department of Social Services as an error reduction reader. In the 

first three years of her 26 year career, she advanced quickly from error reduction reader, to case 

worker, to intake worker, to manager at the first and second level,  supervising anywhere from 6 

to 70 people. Working in this field greatly enhanced her people skills of conflict management, 

communication, teaching, and organizational skills. In addition to the regular work assigned, she 

also served as the community liaison addressing parent groups on behalf of the department. She 

also designed a training module to standardize the delivery of reunification services for families 

attempting to reunite with their children. She conducted yearly training sessions for every 

protective service, foster care, and purchases of service workers in the county. In 2002, she took 

advantage of an “early out” option and retired from the State of Michigan. During her working 

years, she also developed and operated “All By Hand”, an arts and crafts business where she 

made and sold initially jewelry and later, glass art. She traveled all over the country selling at 

fairs and conferences. Her glass art work has been featured at the Detroit Institute of Arts, The 

Museum of African American Art, The Phoenix Center for the arts, and several stores and 

boutiques. LaVerne has traveled extensively in 40 states and 14 countries including South 

Africa, Ghana, China, Italy, Israel, Egypt, and with the Woman to Woman trip to Columbia and 

Venezuela in 2009. LaVerne joined United Christian Church and kept her membership there for 

25 plus years until her move to Arizona in 2009. Over the years, LaVerne has served the church 

in a variety of ways at the local, regional, and national levels of the church. Notably, she served 

as the first African American President of the DWM for the Michigan region. Currently, 

LaVerne is serving as the Vice President of the International Disciples Women’s Ministries. She 

is the lead person learning about and educating others on our Social Emphasis Issue of human 

trafficking. LaVerne also serves as co-chair of the Arizona Regional Global Mission Team. At 

First Christian church Mesa, she serves as chair of the Mission Team, Elder, Adult Sunday 

school teacher, and choir member.  

 

 

AL/ NW FL Disciple Women’s 
Fall Retreat 

Camp Chandler, Wetumpka, AL 
October 11-13, 2013 

 
Resource Leader: 
LaVerne Thorpe, 

International Disciples Women’s 
Ministries Vice President 

 



 

AUGUST 25, 2013, IS “SENIOR ADULT SUNDAY”  

IN THE ALABAMA-NORTHWEST FLORIDA REGION 

 
 Congregations in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region are asked to recognize all senior adults 

in worship on Sunday, August 25, 2013.  Persons in this age group provide strength and support to the 

congregations of which they are part.  Many senior adults have been serving in the ministry of the church 

for decades, providing leadership and exercising the gifts God has given them so that the church can have 

a vital ministry.  Our senior adults are worthy of a special Sunday in which they may be honored and 

thanked. 

 Congregations are free to plan special activities for senior adults on “Senior Adult Sunday.”  

They may want to sponsor a breakfast, fellowship dinner, or reception in their honor.  They may add 

elements to the worship service that highlight the rich gifts that senior adults bring to congregations.  

Pastors and other church leaders are encouraged to use their creativity in making this a special day for 

senior adults in the congregation. 

 The Region is requesting that all congregations use “Senior Adult Sunday” to promote the 2013 

Senior Adult Retreat that is scheduled for November 7-8.  A Flyer and Registration Form were included 

in the July Leader’s Packet.  It is suggested that congregations set up a special table on Senior Adult 

Sunday where seniors can receive this information.   The theme of the upcoming retreat is “Spirituality 

and Aging.”  The leader will be Rev. Dr. James S. Clifford, retired Disciples pastor and Hospice Chaplain 

(see article below).  

  

 

SENIOR ADULT RETREAT IS SET FOR NOVEMBER 7 - 8, 2013 

 
 The twelfth annual Senior Adult Retreat will be 

held at Rolling Hills Camp and Conference Center in 

Calera, AL, on Thursday and Friday, November 7 - 8, 

2013.  The theme of the senior adult retreat is 

“Spirituality and Aging.”  The leader will be Rev. Dr. 

James S. Clifford, retired Disciples pastor and Hospice 

Chaplain.  Participants will explore and affirm their 

spirituality and their aging as gifts of God.   They will 

receive resources for the choices and challenges of aging 

and spirituality as they seek to serve God.  Rev. Clifford 

has offered these words, “The wonderful truth is we are 

all spiritual beings and aging persons because of God’s gracious gift of the breath of life.  From birth we 

are spiritual and aging.  We will explore and affirm this truth and identify some of the choices and 

challenges we encounter as we seek to serve God.” 

 The senior adult retreat will include music and singing led by George and Judy Dudley, members 

of First Christian Church, Birmingham.  The annual business session will include an election of new 

officers for the senior adult cabinet.  There will also be a talent show and a handbell concert.  The senior 

adult retreat always features rich fellowship and fun for all who participate.  The retreat begins with lunch 

on Thursday and concludes in the early afternoon on Friday. 

 Motel-type rooms are available at Rolling Hills on a first-come, first-served basis.  Registrants 

will receive a confirmation either verifying their reservation at Rolling Hills or informing them that they 

may need to obtain lodging on their own at the nearby Hampton Inn or Quality Inn.  There are a variety of 

cost options, depending upon the lodging requests of participants.  Limited financial assistance is 

available for those who request it from the Regional Minister.  All requests for financial assistance will be 

kept confidential.  All of the registration information and costs were included in the July Leader’s Packet.  

Please contact the Regional office if more information is needed.  

[ Note: All pastors, whether they consider themselves seniors or not, are encouraged to attend the 

Senior Adult Retreat along with the senior adults from their congregations.] 

 

 

 

 



Congregations that have formally committed to expressing “true community” through 

intentional efforts to work against racism and toward reconciliation. 
 

First Christian Church, Anniston 

Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Anniston 

Village Christian Church, Auburn  

First Christian Church, Birmingham 

Valley Christian Church, Birmingham 

First Christian Church, Dothan 

First Christian Church, Florence 

Snow Hill Christian Church, Ft. Deposit 

First Christian Church, Ft. Walton Beach 

 

 

Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Ft. Walton Beach 

First Christian Church, Huntsville 

Grateful Life Community Church, Huntsville 

Mt. Pleasant Christian Church, Mathews 

First Christian Church, Pensacola 

Mt. Calvary Missionary Christian Church, Tuskegee 

Union Christian Church, Tuskegee 

First Christian Church of River View, Valley 

 

STATEMENT AFFIRMING AN ANTI-RACIST IDENTITY 
 

 Recognizing the division that exists within the human family due to the sin of racism, the 
Alabama-Northwest Florida Region confirms its commitment to the call of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to be an ambassador of unity and reconciliation.  The Alabama-Northwest Florida Region 
confesses its own participation in the sin of racism and is committed to the dismantling of  
racism wherever it exists in its own institutional life and in the life and witness of its 
congregations.  
 Therefore, the Regional Board, on February 23, 2002, affirms all current and future 
efforts within the Alabama-Northwest Region to become an Anti-Racist manifestation of the Body 
of Christ.  This affirmation will be demonstrated through prayer, allocation of resources, and 
organized efforts to challenge racism wherever it exists within the Alabama-Northwest Florida 
Region.  
 

OUTREACH GIVING UPDATE 

 
 The year-to-date giving in 2013 by congregations in Alabama-Northwest Florida to the Disciples 

Mission Fund and the four Special Day Offerings (Easter, Pentecost, Thanksgiving, and Christmas) has 

increased by 11.32% over the amount given year-to-date in 2012.  Church-wide gifts to Disciples Mission 

Fund and the four Special Day Offerings are showing a 2.81% increase over the amount given through 

June, 2012.   Week of Compassion giving in Alabama-Northwest Florida is showing a 46.83% increase 

over the amount given through June, 2012.  The Easter Offering is showing a 17.6 % increase over the 

amount given in 2012. The Pentecost Offering total through June is 102.2% higher than the amount given 

for the same time period in 2012. 

 Disciples outreach ministries are carried out in partnership between general ministries, ministries 

of higher education, Regions, congregations, and other related ministries of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ).  The financial support given by your congregation enables this partnership to be 

effective in carrying out the ministry of  Jesus Christ.   Your commitment to our shared ministries is 

greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 ANNUAL FUND UPDATE 
 

Goal for 2013 - $65,000 

 

Received (through 7/25) - $51,805 

 

Annual Fund gifts support the ministries 

of  the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region. 



 

The Regional Convocation 

Assembly was held at Sellers 

Memorial Christian Church in 

White Hall, AL, on June 21-23, 

2013.  Pictured here (l to r) are:  

Clifford Jackson, host pastor, Dale 

Braxton, Associate Regional 

Minister, Sheila Spencer, preacher 

and workshop leader, Sheryl 

Nelson, workshop leader, LaMarco 

Cable, preacher and workshop 

leader, Loretta Rucker, 

Convocation President, and R. 

Wayne Calhoun, workshop leader. 

 

 

 

 

 
New Officers for the Regional Convocation were 

installed on June 22, 2013.  Pictured here (l to r) are:  

Sheryl Nelson, President, Renee Smith, Vice-

President, Albert Hopkins, At-large member, 

Maldonia Jackson, Treasurer, Willie Smith, 

Parliamentarian, Gracie Perdue, At-large member, 

Patricia Jones, Secretary, and LaKeisha McCovery, 

At-large member.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Project Advisory Team for the 

new church start in Pensacola is 

meeting regularly.  Pictured here (l to 

r) are:  Jose Diaz, Leta Perkins, Diane 

Stephenson, chairperson, Jeanetta 

and Israel Martinez, church planters, 

Wanda Zimmerman, Rick Malugani, 

and Ana Diaz.  (Not pictured:  Larry 

Chambers) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

****************************************************************************** 

 

A GATHERING OF MODERATORS  
AND BOARD CHAIRPERSONS 

 

All Moderators and Board Chairpersons are invited to a special gathering 

for a luncheon and a time of fellowship, conversation and sharing.  The 

goal is to help Moderators and Board Chairs be better equipped for the 

important leadership roles they occupy in the life of the congregation.  

Pastors are also welcome to accompany their Moderators/Board 

Chairpersons to this gathering.  

 

 

Saturday, August 17, 2013 

Noon - 3:00 p.m. 
 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, MONTGOMERY 

(1705 Taylor Road,   36117) 

 

 
NOTE:  There is no cost to attend.  However, reservations must be made by 

contacting the Regional office by mail, fax (205-425-5246), or email 

<jpmobley2@aol.com> prior to August 9. 

  

****************************************************************************** 

 

 

 
The Honored Minister Pin was presented to Rev. Rick 

Eichenlaub on June 2, 2013, at Triumphant Cross Lutheran 

Church in Dothan, AL.  Standing behind Rick are Regional 

Minister John Mobley, host pastor George Peelen, and retired 

Disciples pastor Duane McGormley 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

APPLICATIONS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS FROM THE MILDRED B. WATSON 

MEMORIAL FUND ARE BEING RECEIVED THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2013 
  

 The Mildred B. Watson Memorial Fund is a permanent fund established by the Alabama-

Northwest Florida Region, in partnership with Valley Christian Church, Birmingham, and the 

Christian Church Foundation, that provides annual income to support leadership education for 

persons in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  Mildred Watson supported the entire 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and had a strong desire to see young people and young 

adults gain exposure to the ministries of the wider church.  She valued education for all Disciples 

and she particularly wanted to see ministers have the education, resources, and support they need 

for their service to the church.  The Mildred B. Watson Memorial Fund provides resources which 

address these commitments that were dear to Mildred Watson during her lifetime. 

  Persons interested in applying for a scholarship should contact the Regional office to 

request an application.  The application deadline for 2013 grants is September 30, 2013.  

Decisions regarding scholarship recipients will be made during October. 

 

 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)  

IN ALABAMA-NORTHWEST FLORIDA 

SUMMER CAMPS  

 DISCOVERY CAMPERS & STAFF  JUNIOR CAMPERS & STAFF  

   CYF & CHI RHO CAMPERS & STAFF    2013 SENIORS 

 



 


