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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

*All meeting are at the Regional Office unless otherwise noted* 

 

 

APRIL 

1 - 8  Easter Offering Promotion (for general ministries of the church) 

11  Commissioning and Ordination I (9:15 a.m.) 

19 - 20  College of Regional Ministers - Indianapolis, IN 

21 - 24  General Board of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) - Indianapolis, IN 

23  Miracle Day Planning Committee (6:00 p.m.) - Madison Christian Church 

27 - 29  Regional Assembly - New Hope Christian Church, Letohatchee  

 

MAY 

1  Commissioning and Ordination II (9:15 a.m.) - United Christian, Montgomery 

16  Committee on the Ministry (10:00 a.m.)  

19  Biennial Planning Session (10:00 a.m.)  

20 - 27  Pentecost Offering Promotion (for new congregation establishment) 

21  Miracle Day Planning Committee (6:00 p.m.) - Madison Christian Church 

 

JUNE 

9  Miracle Day (8:00 a.m.) - Madison Christian Church, Madison 

10 - 15  Beach Camp - Noah’s Ark Retreat Center, Panama City Beach, FL   

23 - 25  Discovery Camp - Camp Chandler 

25 - 29  Junior Camp, Chi Rho Camp, and CYF Conference - Camp Chandler 

23  Regional Convocation One-Day Workshop - Little Union Christian, Hayneville 

 



 

REFLECTIONS FROM THE REGIONAL MINISTER 

 

          

 John 3:16 is one of the Bible verses that I learned at an 

early age - “For God so loved the world...”  I grew up with this 

verse being lifted up by preachers and teachers of the faith as the 

one verse that captures the essence of the gospel, the “good 

news.”  And although the theme for our upcoming Regional 

Assembly only highlights the first few words of this verse, the 

entire verse is needed if one uses this verse to communicate the 

gospel in a nutshell – “For God so loved the world that he gave 

his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.”    

 There is a lot of substance in these words.  There are truths here that will make a 

difference in your life and mine.  But the only way they will make a difference is by our faith 

that these words are, indeed, true.   Here are a few of the truths in this special verse that are dear 

to me and which probably are dear to you as well.  

 * God is a God of love. 

 * God has chosen to love us first.  God is proactive.  God initiates the relationship with  

  God’s world.  Our lives can only be a response to God’s love.  God does wait to  

  see if we are deserving enough of God’s response.  God loves – prior to any  

  response from us. 

 * God’s love extends to the whole world, including all of creation and all of humanity,  

  regardless of nationality, language or ethnicity. 

 * God is a generous, giving God, who has given his only Son to the world God loves so  

  dearly. 

 * Believing in God’s Son, Jesus the Christ, leads us to grace and to the life God wants for 

  us.   

 Believing, we are to understand, is not simply an act of the mind but also of the heart.  

Believing in God’s only Son means accepting him into our hearts, allowing his love and grace to 

transform us, embracing his teachings, and living according to his values.  Such faith assures us 

that our lives have meaning and that we will not perish; rather we will live eternally in the life of 

God’s own Son. 

 My prayer is that our upcoming Regional Assembly will be a time to re-focus upon the 

sacred truths of this scripture.  As we remember, “For God so loved the world...,” may we be 

renewed in our own understanding of God’s nature and of what our response to God should be. 

 I look forward to greeting each of you at New Hope Christian Church, Letohatchee, AL, 

on April 27-29, 2012.    

        

Your partner in ministry, 

John P. Mobley 

 

 

 

 

 

“We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.  As 

part of the one body of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God has 

welcomed us.”  

      – 2007 Disciples Identity Statement  

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers for Honduras 

Precious Lord, Creator of Heaven and Earth and all things between. We come to you right 

now with a heart that weeps for the country of Honduras as well as its people. In this time of 

chaos and disorder we stretch our hands to you for help and understanding. We come to you 

asking you for guidance, trusting in you and leaning not to our own understanding. We pray, 

O God, that you would strengthen the country of Honduras. Touch the hearts and the minds 

of the leaders and officials as well as the people. Intervene into the lives and hearts of the 

people of Honduras as you see fit. Comfort them, Lord, and bless them as only you know the 

true nature of their needs. We thank you for keeping us thus far, Gracious God, and we pray 

that you would continue to guide our lives and footsteps through the days to come. We plead 

the Atoning Blood of Jesus over our sisters and brothers in the Evangelical and Reform 

Church in Honduras. Amen  

- Loretta Rucker, Honduras Partnership Task Group 

 

     **************** 

Heavenly Father, in your world you have given us a vision of that holy city to which the 

nations of the world bring glory.  Behold and visit we pray, the cities of the earth.  Renew the 

ties of mutual regard which form our civic life.  Send us honest and able leaders. Enable us oh 

Lord to eliminate poverty, injustice, prejudice, and oppression that peace may prevail with 

righteousness and justice with order and men and women from different cultures and with 

different talents may find with one another the fulfillment of their humanity. 

 

We lift up our global ministries and partnership we have with Hondurans.  We lift up Rev. 

Omar Wills, Iglesia Evangelical Reformada, Joel Castro Flores and the Members of the CCD. 

Help us to eliminate cruelty to these our neighbors.  Let your peace abide that we all may 

experience and enjoy the blessings of this land.  We pray O Lord for faith to confront one 

without hatred or bitterness and to work together with mutual forbearance and respect. 

Through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen 

             - Dale Braxton, Honduras Partnership Task Group 

 

***************** 

We have just received the good news that representatives from our partner groups in 

Honduras are planning to be present at the Alabama-Northwest Florida Regional Assembly 

on April 27-29, 2012.  Rev. José Omar Wills, representative of the Evangelical and 

Reformed Church in Honduras, and José Alfredi Soriano Videa, representative of the 

Commission for Christian Development, are making plans to be with us.   

 These representatives will also be in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region for part 

of the week following the Assembly.  Clergy, in particular, are asked to participate in these 

gatherings that are being planned.   The Honduras Partnership Task Group is working to 

develop an itinerary that will include stops all across the Region.   If there is a gathering 

with these representatives in your area, please make an effort to participate.  More 

information will be sent to clergy regarding these gatherings in the various Districts. 



REGIONAL BOARD RECOGNIZES NEW CONGREGATION 

 

 At its meeting on February 18, 2012, the Regional 

Board of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in 

Alabama-Northwest Florida voted to give full recognition to 

Primera Iglesia Hispana Cristiana (Discipulos de Cristo), Fort 

Walton Beach, FL, as the newest congregation in the Region.  

A certificate was presented to the congregation on March 11, 

2012.  The effort to establish a new congregation that would 

provide ministry for the Hispanic population in the Fort 

Walton Beach area began in October, 2008.  The Region, 

through a Project Advisory Team, has guided this congregation-in-formation as it has built its 

ministry.  Today this congregation includes approximately 75 charter members and is providing 

a powerful Disciples witness to the Hispanic population in the area.   

 The Region has provided start-up funding to enable this new congregation to develop into 

what it is today.  Funds have come from the earnings from the Region’s Endowment for New 

Congregation Establishment, from the annual Pentecost Offering, and from direct gifts from 

individuals and congregations.  Today the congregation is self-sustaining and is providing 

generous support of the whole church through Disciples Mission Fund.  Gratitude is expressed to 

Jose and Ana Diaz, church planters, for the outstanding leadership they are continuing to provide 

for this ministry.  (Pictured above is Regional Minister, John Mobley, Jose and Ana Diaz, and Jan Pooley, PAT 

Chairperson.) 
 

 
Your Regional 

Board members 

hard at work! 

 

  Thanks to First 

Christian Church, 

Birmingham, for 

providing meeting 

space and lunch! 

 

 

 

REGIONAL BOARD ALLOCATES PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE OF THE 

CRESTWOOD CHRISTIAN CHURCH PROPERTY 

 

 At its meeting on February 18, 2012, the Regional Board approved a resolution from the 

Executive Committee regarding the proceeds from the sale of the property that formerly 

belonged to Crestwood Christian Church, Birmingham.  Three allocations were made from the 

proceeds of $109,026.49: 1) An allocation of $36,342.16 went into the Region’s Endowment for 

New Congregation Establishment, the earnings of which will enable the Region to provide start-

up funding for new congregations into perpetuity, 2) An allocation of $36,342.16 established a 

permanent fund in the name of the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region and Crestwood Christian 

Church, Birmingham, the earnings of which will support the ministries of the whole church 

through Disciples Mission Fund, and 3) An allocation of $36,342.17 will go to the Alabama-

Northwest Florida Region for special needs and projects as determined by the Executive 

Committee.  This Committee is not authorized to spend more than $10,000 in any calendar year. 



 

CONGREGATIONS SEEKING A MINISTER 

 

 Anniston, First (Sam Fuson is Interim) 

 Huntsville, First (Associate) (Laura Stephens Reed is Intentional Interim Associate) 

 Pensacola, Westwood 

 

OUTREACH GIVING UPDATE 

 

The year-to-date giving in 2012 by congregations in Alabama-Northwest Florida to the Disciples 

Mission Fund and the four Special Day Offerings (Easter, Pentecost, Thanksgiving, and 

Christmas) has decreased by 36.96% from the amount given year-to-date in 2011.  Church-wide 

gifts to Disciples Mission Fund and the four Special Day Offerings are showing a 1.64% 

decrease from the amount given through February, 2011.   Week of Compassion giving in 

Alabama-Northwest Florida is showing a 9.70% increase from the amount given through 

February, 2011. 

 Disciples outreach ministries are carried out in partnership between general ministries, 

ministries of higher education, Regions, congregations, and other related ministries of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  The financial support given by your congregation 

enables this partnership to be effective in carrying out the ministry of  Jesus Christ.   Your 

commitment to our shared ministries is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

2012 REGIONAL ASSEMBLY SET FOR APRIL 27 - 29 

 

 The 2012 Regional Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Alabama-

Northwest Florida will be held at New Hope Christian Church near Letohatchee, Alabama (about 

30 miles southwest of Montgomery) on April 27-29, 2012.  Complete information on registration 

and housing was sent out in the January Leader’s Packet and is available on the web-site 

<www.alnwfldisciples.org> 

 The 2012 Regional Assembly will focus on the theme, “For God So Loved the World.”  

With the theme as a guide, the Assembly will remember God’s love for all creation as we 

consider our own mission of giving witness to God’s love for the world.   We will have two 

persons with us from Honduras who represent groups in Honduras with whom we are in a 

mission partnership.  They are Jose Omar Wills and Jose Alfredi Soriano Videa. 

 We will have other outside leaders that will give special leadership to the Assembly in 

preaching, leading workshops and/or Bible studies.  These special guests include Rev. Bruce 

Barkhauer, Rev Pablo Jimenez, and Rev. Sékinah Hamlin.  

 

 

WOMEN – MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 

 

 On Saturday, April 28, 2012, all women of the Region are encouraged to attend the 

Women’s Spring Event, which will be held in conjunction with the Regional Assembly at Big 

Union Christian Church, Letohatchee, from Noon until 2:00 p.m.  Lunch will be served and a 

program will be conducted by the CWF/DW Cabinet.   Women may register for the luncheon 

through the Regional Assembly registration material that was included in the January and March  

Leader’s Packets. 

 



SPECIAL GUEST LEADERS FOR THE 2012 REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

 

 Rev. Bruce Barkhauer serves as the Minister of Faith and Giving 

for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), a position he has held since 

February, 2010.  In this ministry he is helping the church to celebrate the 

abundance of God’s gifts and he is challenging the church to respond to 

God’s gifts with joyful generosity - as an outgrowth of our relationship with 

God.  A native of Ohio, Bruce served as a pastor in Ohio and Indiana for 25 

years prior to his being called to his current position.  Rev. Barkhauer is a 

graduate of Ohio University in Athens, Ohio (1979) and Christian 

Theological Seminary in Indianapolis, Indiana (1985).   He is married to 

Laura and they have three grown children. 

 Rev. Barkhauer will preach at the Friday night service and he will lead morning and 

afternoon workshops that are titled, “Speaking Generously.” 

 Rev. Dr. Pablo Jimenez serves as the Senior Pastor of the Iglesia 

Cristiana (Discípulos de Cristo) in Espinosa, Dorado, Puerto Rico.  Rev. 

Jimenez has served as a professor and taught courses in numerous institutions.  

He had delivered lectures at universities and seminaries.  He is co-author of 

Pulpito: An Introduction to Hispanic Peaching (Nashville: Abington press, 

2006).  From 2000 until 2005 he served as national Hispanic Pastor through 

the Central Pastoral Office for Hispanic Ministries in Indianapolis. 

 Born in New York, Pablo grew up in Puerto Rico. He has a B.A. 

(French) from the University of Puerto Rico; an M. Div. from the Evangelical 

Seminary of Puerto Rico; an S.T.M. (New Testament and Preaching) from Christian Theological 

Seminary in Indianapolis, IN; and a D.Min. from Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, 

GA.  He is married to Glorimar and has three children: Antonio José, Paola Margarita and 

Natalia Isabel. 

 Rev. Jimenez will lead the plenary Bible study on Saturday morning and he will lead 

morning and afternoon workshops that are titled “Preparing God’s Fiesta: From Survival to 

Celebration.”  

 Rev. Sékinah Hamlin serves as a church planter in North Carolina.  She 

is a native of Charlotte, NC, and currently resides in Greensboro, NC.  She earned 

her Bachelor of Arts degree from Bennett College and Master of Arts degree from 

Howard University, both in Political Science. She earned a Master of Divinity 

degree from Duke University Divinity School. She is also a Cornell University 

Certified Diversity Professional.  From 2008-2011, she served as Minister of 

Anti-Racism and Reconciliation for the Regions of SERF (Southeast Regional 

Fellowship).   She formerly served as an educator and faculty member at Guilford 

College, and she has also served on the pastoral staff at First Christian Church, 

Greensboro.   She has actively worked with a variety of denominations and other 

groups in her work for justice and reconciliation.  She was the first African American female and 

youngest person to serve as president of the North Carolina Council of Churches.   She is married 

to Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan, who serves as Regional Minister for the Pennsylvania Region. 

 Rev. Hamlin will speak at the Women’s Luncheon on Saturday, and she will preach at the 

Saturday night service.   

 

 

 



NEWS OF THE CLERGY 

 

 Danny Barfield was called as senior minister with Fairhope Christian Church at the end 

of February.  His formal installation is scheduled for March 25.  John Alford concluded his 

service as Interim Minister with Fairhope Christian Church in February.  Milford Walters was 

called as pastor with Cottondale Christian Church at the end of February.  Tim Clarke was 

installed as pastor with South Baldwin Christian Church in Foley on February 5.  Tom 

Youngblood began his ministry as pastor with Union Christian Church, Tuskegee, in mid-March.  

An installation service is being planned for May 20. 

 

 
 

On February 5, 2012, Tim Clarke was installed as pastor at South 

Baldwin Christian Church, Foley.  Pictured here (l to r) are:  

Regional Minister John Mobley, Tim Clarke, and Board Chair 

David Coate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
On March 11, 2012, La'Rue Smith, Jr., was installed 

as pastor at United Christian Church, Montgomery,  

Pictured here (l to r) are:  Renee Smith, pastor's wife, 

La'Rue Smith, Jr., Associate Regional Minister Dale 

Braxton, Clifford Jackson, Sheryl Nelson, and Lionel 

Young. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Trudy Betts was installed as Associate Minister at 

First Christian Church, Montgomery, on February 

12, 2012.  On the same day she received a Certificate 

of Commissioning.  Pictured here (l to r) are: Committee 

on the Ministry representative  Rickie Brunner, Trudy 

Betts, and Regional Ministers John Mobley and Dale 

Braxton. 

 
      

      

       Danny Barfield was installed as pastor at Fairhope  

       Christian Church in Fairhope on March 25, 2012.   

       Pictured here (l to r) are:  Robert McKee, Search  

       Committee Chairperson, Regional Minister John  

       Mobley, Danny and Mona Barfield, and Forest Van  

       Loon, Board Chair. 
 



 

 

 

 

****************************************************************************** 

JUNE 9, 2012 

 

 

 

 

MADISON CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

MADISON, ALABAMA 

****************************************************************************** 

 

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH & PARENTS 

Newsletter for Youth Considering College 

 

 The 14 colleges and universities related to the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) are 

working together to promote our undergraduate schools to Disciples high school youth by 

encouraging youth to sign up to receive the new Quarterly Email Newsletter. Youth are invited to 

go the new web site www.tcucc.org and click on "Request Info" and fill out the form. By 

completing the form youth will be added to the Newsletter list and may also request more 

information about any or all Disciples related schools. Join the 16000 Disciples youth who get 

this Quarterly Newsletter reporting on news from our colleges and universities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregations that have formally committed to expressing “true community” through 

intentional efforts to work against racism and toward reconciliation. 

 
First Christian Church, Anniston   Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Anniston 

Village Christian Church, Auburn    First Christian Church, Birmingham 

Valley Christian Church, Birmingham   First Christian Church, Dothan 

Snow Hill Christian Church, Ft. Deposit   First Christian Church, Fort Walton Beach 

Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Ft. Walton Beach Mt. Pleasant Christian Church, Mathews 

STATEMENT AFFIRMING AN ANTI-RACIST IDENTITY 
 

 Recognizing the division that exists within the human family due to the sin of racism, the 
Alabama-Northwest Florida Region confirms its commitment to the call of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to be an ambassador of unity and reconciliation.  The Alabama-Northwest Florida Region 
confesses its own participation in the sin of racism and is committed to the dismantling of  racism 
wherever it exists in its own institutional life and in the life and witness of its congregations.  
 Therefore, the Regional Board, on February 23, 2002, affirms all current and future 
efforts within the Alabama-Northwest Region to become an Anti-Racist manifestation of the Body 
of Christ.  This affirmation will be demonstrated through prayer, allocation of resources, and 
organized efforts to challenge racism wherever it exists within the Alabama-Northwest Florida 
Region.  
 

http://www.tcucc.org/


First Christian Church, Pensacola   Mt. Calvary Missionary Christian Church, Tuskegee 

Union Christian Church, Tuskegee                                    First Christian Church of River View, Valley  
 

 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

Dear Colleagues in Christ, 

 

 The purpose of this letter is to invite you to attend the XTREME FAITH/ bold action: A 

Gathering of Disciples Men event. 

 

· Date: July 13-15, 2012 

  

··  LLooccaattiioonn::  BBeetthhaannyy  CCoolllleeggee,,  WWeesstt  VViirrggiinniiaa  

 

· Premise: Mission Church model 

 

Focus: Disciples Men’s Ministry.  Over 400 men, representing the demographically centered 

Regions of Capital Area, Northeastern, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Virginia, and West Virginia, but are 

welcoming brothers from all over the U.S. and Canada, including possible international 

connections. 

  
Website:  http://www.gathering2012.org 

 

 For over two years, The Gathering Planning Committee, appointed by the General 

Conference of Disciples Men, has been planning a new thing with the Disciples Men. Centered 

on the words from the prophet Isaiah; See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs forth, do you 

not perceive it? (Isaiah 43:19a), it is time for our work to be perceived. With prayerful 

discernment, positive attitudes, and continuous re-visioning dialogue, our missional based event 

is upon us. With such a gathering of enthusiastic Disciples, we want to invite Clergy and spouses 

to register for this event. We believe that our good work can be a model for ministry at every 

level in our church. Therefore, we invite you to come, experience something new. 

 With the focus on Men’s Ministry, we are not purposely excluding enthusiastic women 

from this event. Some spouses of our attending men have asked to join in this monumental event. 

All are welcome … with the understanding that this is a Men’s Ministry Conference, but opening 

our arms to our sisters in Christ. We are planning a special bible study session during Saturday 

for attending women only.  

 Please check your schedules to attend and bring or accompany your spouse to this exiting 

Men’s Ministry Gathering. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Greg Ott (MDiv) 

Spiritual member of The Gathering Planning Committee 

 

Disciples Men 
Disciples Home Missions • 130 East Washington Street • Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 • (888) 346-2631 

******************************************************************************

http://www.gathering2012.org/


 

 

The 2012 Men's Spring Retreat was 

held on March 9 & 10, 2012, at 

YMCA-Hargis Retreat Center in 

Chelsea, Alabama.  Thirty-six men 

attended the retreat, which was led by 

Mark Anderson, President of the  

National Benevolent Association. The 

theme was "Ministering to the Least 

of These."  Some of the attendees 

came early for a day of fishing and 

fellowship.   

 


