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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

OCTOBER   

2 - 4  Hispanic Ministries Commission Retreat - YMCA-Hargis (A-Frame Building) 

4  World Communion Sunday and Reconciliation Offering Sunday 

5  Division of Mission Conference Call (7:00 p.m.) 

9  Ministry Support Network (11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.) - Regional Office 

10  Disciples Men’s Cabinet (8:30 a.m.) - Regional Office 

10  Division of Nurture (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

15  Optional Arrival Day for Young Adult Beach Retreat - Orange Beach, AL 

16 - 18  Young Adult Beach Retreat (“The Lighthouse” Retreat Center)-Orange Beach, AL 

24  Program Committee on the Regional Assembly (10:00 a.m.) - Florence, First 
31  Division of Administration and Stewardship (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

 

NOVEMBER 

3  Commissioning and Ordination South (9:15 a.m.) - Montgomery, United 

5 - 6  Senior Adult Retreat - St. Bernard Retreat Center, Cullman, AL 

7  CWF/Disciples Women Cabinet (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

21  Regional Nominating Committee (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

15 - 22  Thanksgiving Offering Promotion (for higher education ministries) 

 

DECEMBER 

1 - 4  College of Regional Ministers - San Diego, CA  

7  Committee on the Ministry (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

12   Executive/Personnel Committee (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

13 - 20  Christmas Offering promotion (for Regional ministries) 

15  Staff Planning Meeting (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

 

************************************************************************************* 

"We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.  As part of the 

one body of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us.” 

    – 2007 Disciples Identity Statement 

The mission of the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region is to encourage and equip its congregations and 

pastors for the ministry of Jesus Christ in local communities and throughout the world, while seeking to 

nurture them into deeper relationship with God, with each other, and with the whole Church. 
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE REGIONAL MINISTER 

  

Recently I heard someone talking about living the life of faith.  He 

said that his faith involved much more than simply his church 

activities.  He said that following Jesus affected everything he did.  

Following Jesus, for him, was like being guided in his daily life by a 

GPS-type navigation system.  But instead of this navigation system 

telling him his physical position in relation to where he wanted to 

go, it would help him monitor his attitude, words, and behavior and 

give him direction for being more Christ-like.  I thought it was an 

interesting analogy.  Being Christ-like at church is the easier part 

(most of the time), but being Christ-like throughout each moment of 

each day is more demanding.  It is easy for our faith to get lost in the busyness of living.  We 

need something like a faith navigation system to help us navigate through life’s demands as 

people of faith so that we end up where we intended to go as Christ’s followers. 

 Of course, prayer is our most helpful tool for centering ourselves in Christ and for 

following God’s will as we understand it.  But prayer alone may not be enough.  We need to be 

guided also by the faith community of which we are part.  What happens in church does indeed 

matter.  In the context of the faith community we study scripture, engage in reflection about the 

world and God’s desires for the world, work to address needs around us, and worship God 

together.  Through community our former prejudices are challenged and our former blind spots 

become enlightened.   Our congregations need be providing their participants with opportunities 

to do all of the above.  As Disciples of Christ, we  want to be growing in our faith.  We want to 

be learning, developing, and deepening our understanding of what it means to follow Jesus in our 

world.  We cannot do that, I don’t believe, in solitude.  We all benefit from our relationships 

within the faith community. 

             The news we hear daily shows a world that is divided on many issues.  Communities are  

divided – racially, economically, socially.  There are stories of desperation, where people resort 

to violence and other counter-productive ways of trying to get what they want or need.  On a 

global scale people are pre-determining who their enemies are even before knowing them.  Even 

religious people are receiving attention for being judgmental and discriminatory toward others.            

In such a context, there is an urgent need for followers of Christ to operate out of a reliable faith 

navigation system.  This faith navigation system should direct us properly by reminding us of the 

basic teachings of our faith.  A few sample teachings from scripture serve as good pointers in this 

navigation system: 

 * Do unto others as you would have done unto you (Luke 6:31) 

 * Insofar as it depends on you, live peaceably with all (Romans 12:18) 

 * Love your neighbor as yourself (Luke 10:27) 

 * Inasmuch as you do it to the least of these, you do it unto me (Matthew 25:40) 

 * Judge not lest you be judged (Matthew 7:1) 

 * Be kind, tenderhearted, forgiving one another as God in Christ has forgiven you   

  (Ephesians 4:32) 

 * God so loved the world that he gave... (John 3:16) 

 * Let none of you think more highly of himself than he ought to think (Romans 12:3) 

 * No one can serve two masters (Matthew 6:24) 

  

What about our faith navigation system?  Is it working?  Are we being guided by the spirit of 

Christ and the teachings from scripture?   My guess is that we will all be much better guided as 



Christ’s followers if we allow our faith communities to sharpen our faith through our 

involvement – in study, reflection, work, and worship. 

 Our world needs to be able to see Christ in us.  It’s that simple.  When they see 

something else in the very persons who claim to be Christ’s followers, it is tragic.   The world 

will continue to be broken and there will be less reasons to be hopeful.  

 

Your Partner in Ministry, 

 

John P. Mobley 

Regional Minister 

 

WELCOME BACK, DALE BRAXTON 

 

 On October 1 the Alabama-Northwest Florida Associate Regional Minister, Rev. Dr. 

Dale C. Braxton, returns from a three-month sabbatical.  We are grateful for his return and 

expect to find him physically and spiritually renewed and sharpened as he resumes his duties.  

We are sure he is ready to hear from you if there is any assistance or support he can provide for 

you or for your congregation.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeremy Harbin was commissioned and installed        Mark Underwood was ordained to Christian Ministry 

as pastor with First Christian Church, Valhermoso        on Sunday, August 2, 2016, at Madison Christian Church, 

Springs, Alabama, on Sunday, September 13, 2015.         Madison, Alabama.  Mark and his wife and daughters are   

Pictured here (l-r) are:  Regional Minister John        pictured here with other participants in the service. 

Mobley, Mandy Harbin, Jeremy Harbin, and  

Shirley Hale, Board Chairperson. 

 

 

NEWS OF THE CLERGY 

 

            Jeremy Harbin was commissioned and installed as pastor with First Christian Church, 

Valhermoso Springs, on September 13, 2015.  Cameron Douglas began his service on 

September 1, 2015, as Interim Senior Minister with First Christian Church, Huntsville.  Edd 

Spencer began his service on September 13. as Interim Senior Minister with First Christian 

Church, Montgomery.  Pat Parvin has been serving since early August as pulpit supply pastor 

with Village Christian Church, Auburn. 

 



CONGREGATIONS SEEKING A MINISTER 

 
Hartselle, First 

(Jerry Ridling is Interim Minister) 

Huntsville, First 

(Cameron Douglas is Interim Minister) 

Meridian, First 

Mobile, Azalea Hills 

(Phillip Hayes is Interim Minister) 

Montgomery, First 

(Edd Spencer is Interim Minister) 

Pensacola, First 

(Paul Ingram is Interim Minister) 
       Mickey Johnson was installed on Sunday, August 9,  

       2015, as pastor with First Christian Church, Decatur,  

       Alabama.  Pictured here (l-r) are:  Drew Johnson  

       (Mickey's son), John Mobley, Linda Johnson   

       (Mickey's wife), Mickey Johnson, Shirley Johnson  

       (Mickey's mother), and Lauren Johnson (Mickey's  

       daughter).  

 

RECONCILIATION OFFERING - OCTOBER 4 

 

        The 2015 Reconciliation Offering will be collected in most congregations on October 4, 

2015.  One half (50%) of what is collected by congregations in Alabama-Northwest Florida will 

remain in this Region to support ministries that promote reconciliation and bridge the divide that 

often exists due to the sin of racism.  The other half supports the work of the General 

Reconciliation Committee, which provides grants and gives oversight to a variety of ministries 

that enable the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to work toward becoming a pro-

reconciliation/anti-racist church.  

 In the past year the Anti-Racism Team in Alabama-Northwest Florida has completed its 

year-long goal of providing anti-racism training events in each of the 5 Districts in the Alabama-

Northwest Florida Region.  Members of the Team provided training at the 2014 Women’s 

Retreat.  The Team also partnered with leaders from the Episcopal Church to provide a two-day 

anti-racism training event for clergy in April, 2015.   

 In recent years the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region has experienced remarkable 

growth in its number of Hispanic Disciples.  Currently there are four congregations whose 

membership is predominantly Hispanic.  All of these congregations have begun in the past 10 

years.  They have added energy and excitement to our Region by their presence and by their 

spiritual gifts. 

 The Reconciliation Funds of the Region have been used in creative ways to support our 

Hispanic Disciples as they organize and become a fully recognized entity within the Regional 

structure.  In recent months a grant supported a large gathering of Hispanic Disciples in 

Alabama-Northwest Florida.  Out of this event a new Hispanic Ministries Commission was 

formed.  This Commission will provide representation on the Regional Board, Divisions, and 

program committees.  This Commission will help us become more fully inclusive as a Regional 

church. 

 Without your support of the Reconciliation Offering, these initiatives would not have 

been possible.  As you pray about what you will be able to give to support the Reconciliation 

Offering in 2015, pray also for our church and our world – that we will become the united family 

that God intended and for which Jesus prayed (John 17:21). 



 

YOUNG ADULT BEACH RETREAT - October 16 - 18, 2015  

 

 All young adults in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region are invited to participate in a 

time of renewal, fun, conversation, and relationship-building on October 16 -18, 2015, at the 

2015 Young Adult Beach Retreat.  The group will be using the retreat facilities of Romar Beach 

Baptist Church in Orange Beach, AL. For more information about the site, visit 

<http://www.facebook.com/Romar.Beach.Baptist> Although the Retreat formally begins with 

dinner on Friday, October 16, persons who desire to have an extra day at the beach are welcome 

to arrive on Thursday, October 15, at an additional cost of $35.  Those wishing to arrive early 

must indicate on the registration form their planned arrival date. 

 The young adults will engage in conversations around the theme, 

“The Well-Worn Path Meets the Road Less Traveled: Finding Unique 

Expressions in our Shared Life.”  Rev. Beth Thomason, (pictured left) pastor 

at Madison Christian Church, will be the group facilitator. 

 Young adult activities in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region are 

intended to include persons in a variety of categories: students, non-students, 

singles, married, young families, etc.  Anyone who considers himself/herself 

to be a young adult is welcome to be involved.  The lodging will be 

dormitory style, separated by gender.  We are unable to provide child care for 

this event. 

 Thanks to a subsidy from the Region, the cost of the retreat is only $50/person ( or 

$85/person for those arriving on Thursday).  The registration deadline is October 7.  The 

registration form will be available on the Region’s website and also in the July and September 

Leader’s Packets. 

 

 

SENIOR ADULT RETREAT IS SET FOR NOVEMBER 5 - 6, 2015 

 

 The fourteenth annual Senior Adult Retreat will be held at St. Bernard Retreat Center, 

Cullman, Alabama, on Thursday and Friday, November 5 - 6, 2015.  The theme of the Senior 

Adult Retreat is “Play!  It’s Not Just for Kids.”  The leader will be Rev. 

Gary Edge, (pictured right) Pastor, Valley Christian Church, Birmingham.   

 The senior adult retreat will include music and singing led by 

George and Judy Dudley, members of First Christian Church, 

Birmingham.  There will be an annual business session with election of 

new officers, a talent show, table games, and times for Biblical reflection.  

The senior adult retreat always features rich fellowship and fun for all 

who participate.  The retreat begins with lunch on Thursday and 

concludes in the early afternoon on Friday. 

 The motel-type rooms that are reserved include two twin beds and 

a private bathroom.  Different cost options are available, depending on whether registrants want 

a single or double room.   Limited financial assistance is available for those who request it from 

the Regional Minister.  All requests for financial assistance will be kept confidential.  All of the 

registration information and costs were included in the July and September Leader’s Packets.  

Please contact the Regional office if more information is needed.  

 [ Note: All pastors, whether they consider themselves seniors or not, are encouraged to 

attend the Senior Adult Retreat along with the senior adults from their congregations.] 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATEMENT AFFIRMING AN ANTI-RACIST IDENTITY 
 

 Recognizing the division that exists within the human family due to the sin of racism, the 
Alabama-Northwest Florida Region confirms its commitment to the call of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to be an ambassador of unity and reconciliation.  The Alabama-Northwest Florida Region 
confesses its own participation in the sin of racism and is committed to the dismantling of  
racism wherever it exists in its own institutional life and in the life and witness of its 
congregations.  
 Therefore, the Regional Board, on February 23, 2002, affirms all current and future 
efforts within the Alabama-Northwest Region to become an Anti-Racist manifestation of the Body 
of Christ.  This affirmation will be demonstrated through prayer, allocation of resources, and 
organized efforts to challenge racism wherever it exists within the Alabama-Northwest Florida 
Region.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plan Now to Attend the 2016 Regional Assembly 

 

April 29 - May 1, 2016 
 

First Christian Church, Florence, Alabama 
 

Theme: “...And Who Is My Neighbor?” 
 

Special Guests Include: 

Rev. Bill Lee, Pastor, Loudon Avenue Christian Church, Roanoke, Virginia 

Rev. Rebecca Hale, Vice-President of Mission/Ministry, National Benevolent Association 

Rev. Vy Nguyen, Minister of Week of Compassion 

 

Registration Information will be included in the January Leader’s Packet.  

 

Congregations that have formally committed to expressing “true community” 

through intentional efforts to work against racism and toward reconciliation. 
 

First Christian Church, Anniston 

Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Anniston 

Village Christian Church, Auburn 

First Christian Church, Birmingham 

Valley Christian Church, Birmingham 

First Christian Church, Dothan 

First Christian Church, Florence 

Snow Hill Christian Church, Ft. Deposit 

First Christian Church, Ft. Walton Beach 

Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Ft. Walton Beach 

Sellers Memorial Christian Church, Hayneville 

First Christian Church, Huntsville 

Grateful Life Community Church, Huntsville 

Mt. Pleasant Christian Church, Mathews 

First Christian Church, Pensacola 

Mt. Calvary Missionary Christian Church, Tuskegee 

Union Christian Church, Tuskegee 

First Christian Church of River View, Valley 

 

 



 

 

OUTREACH GIVING UPDATE 

 

 The giving by congregations in Alabama-Northwest Florida to the Disciples Mission 

Fund and the four Special Day Offerings (Easter, Pentecost, Thanksgiving, and Christmas), at 

the end of August,  2015, shows a 2.94% increase over the amount given for the same time 

period  in 2014.  Church-wide gifts to Disciples Mission Fund and these four Special Day 

Offerings have decreased by 2.96% from the year-to-date amount in 2014.  Gifts by Alabama-

Northwest Florida congregations to Week of Compassion through August, 2015, have increased 

by 57.31% over the amount given through August, 2014.  Church-wide giving to Week of 

Compassion, regular and designated, is showing a year-to-date increase of 3.2%. 

 Disciples outreach ministries are carried out in partnership between general ministries, 

ministries of higher education, Regions, congregations, and other related ministries of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  The financial support given by your congregation 

enables this partnership to be effective in carrying out the ministry of  Jesus Christ.   Your 

commitment to our shared ministries is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

The 2015 Disciples Women's Fall Retreat 

took place at YMCA-Camp Chandler, 

Wetumpka, AL, on September 25 - 27.  

Leadership was provided by the CWF/DW 

Cabinet.  Pictured left are the ladies that 

participated in the retreat. 

 
 

 

 

YOU CAN BE A PART OF THE ALABAMA-NORTHWEST FLORIDA ANNUAL FUND 
 

The Annual Fund is...... 

.....an invitation for individuals to give additional financial support for the ministries of this Region.  While the Region is 

supported through the Disciples Mission Fund and through the Christmas Offering, these dollars alone will not maintain 

current ministries and develop new ministries that are envisioned. 

.....an opportunity for individuals to make a difference in the lives of children, youth, young adults, men, women, pastors, 

and students.  Gifts to the Annual Fund directly impact people right in your own congregation and in neighboring 

Disciples of Christ congregations. 

.....an opportunity to undergird this Region so that we can achieve excellence in everything we do.  Nothing less is 

worthy of the Christ we serve. 

--------------------------------------------------------Please clip and return---------------------------------------------------------- 

Enclosed is my/our gift to help the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region continue its current ministries with excellence 

and to develop exciting new ministries which will strengthen congregations for mission and ministry. 

 

Name______________________________________E-mail____________________________________ 

 

Address______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City___________________________________________State_____________Zip__________________ 

 

Phone____________________________Congregation________________________________________ 

 

Amount of Gift  $____________________ 

 
Payable to:  Christian Church in Alabama-NW Florida, 861 Highway 52, Helena, AL  35080 

 

Thank You for Your Support!!! 

 


