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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

AUGUST 

12  Commissioning and Ordination North (9:15 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

15  Gathering of Moderators/Board Chairpersons (and pastors) - Montgomery 

23  “Senior Adult Sunday” in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region 

26  “Legacy Partners” Task Group (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

 

SEPTEMBER  

1  Commissioning and Ordination South (9:15 a.m.) - United Christian, Montgomery 

19  Program Committee on Church Development (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

22 - 24  Southeast Regional Fellowship (SERF) Staff Retreat - Christmount, Black Mountain, NC 

25 - 27  Women’s Retreat - Camp Chandler 

27 - Oct. 4 Reconciliation Offering Promotion 

 

OCTOBER   

2 - 4  Hispanic Ministries Commission Retreat - YMCA-Hargis (A-Frame Building) 

3  Division of Mission (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

4  World Communion Sunday and Reconciliation Offering Sunday 

9  Ministry Support Network (11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.) - Regional Office 

10  Disciples Men’s Cabinet (8:30 a.m.) - Regional Office 

10  Division of Nurture (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

14  Commissioning and Ordination North (9:15 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

15  Optional Arrival Day for Young Adult Beach Retreat - Orange Beach, AL 

16 - 18  Young Adult Beach Retreat (“The Lighthouse” Retreat Center) - Orange Beach, AL 

24  Program Committee on the Regional Assembly (10:00 a.m.) - First Christian, Florence 

31  Division of Administration and Stewardship (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 
 

************************************************************************************* 

"We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.  As part of the 

one body of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us.” 

– 2007 Disciples Identity Statement 

The mission of the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region is to encourage and equip its congregations and 

pastors for the ministry of Jesus Christ in local communities and throughout the world, while seeking to 

nurture them into deeper relationship with God, with each other, and with the whole Church. 
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE REGIONAL MINISTER 

  

 This article immediately follows the 2015 General Assembly.  

I want to reflect on the blessing that the Alabama-Northwest Florida 

Region will receive as a result of business item #GA-1528, which 

changed the Regional boundary to allow for the inclusion of First 

Christian Church, Meridian, Mississippi, into the Alabama-

Northwest Florida Region.  Passage of this resolution was the 

culmination of close to two years of effort by the three parties 

involved: First Christian Church, Meridian, the Great River Region, 

and the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region. 

 The effort to change Regional affiliations began with First 

Christian Church, Meridian.  Leadership in that congregation had a desire for its members to 

participate in Regional ministries, yet the lines of their Region had been drawn in such a way that 

it became a challenge to manage the geography.  Most Regional events were in the vicinity of 

Little Rock.  The leadership had a particular desire for a new generation of young people at First 

Christian Church to have access to Regional youth ministries, including camp/conference 

ministries.   There was a growing awareness that the congregation’s buildings are less than 20 

miles from the Alabama-Mississippi line, about two hours from the Alabama-Northwest Florida 

Regional office, and less than three hours from the site of traditional Regional camps in 

Alabama-Northwest Florida. 

 The congregation followed a thoughtful process of education within the congregation 

which led to a formal vote to request a change in Regional affiliation.  The next step was to get 

approvals from the two Regions involved.  After hearing the merits of the case, the Great River 

Region released the congregation from its care and oversight while the Alabama-Northwest 

Florida Region made a commitment to provide care and oversight for First Christian Church, 

Meridian.  The 2015 General Assembly vote has finalized this two-year effort. 

 As we have been anticipating the positive outcome of the General Assembly vote, we 

have been living into the new reality.  The Alabama-Northwest Florida Region has embraced 

First Christian Church, Meridian, and they have embraced us.  We have enjoyed the benefits of 

their gifts and energy/expertise at the Miracle Day in Tuscaloosa in 2014.  We have had 

members of the congregation serving on Regional committees and task groups.  We have had 

young people and adult leadership from First Christian Church, Meridian, for all of our camps, 

including Beach camp, in 2014 and 2015.  We have received financial support from the 

congregation and from individuals in the congregation through the Annual Fund.  Meanwhile, 

the congregation has received Regional support through the Region’s programming and through 

Regional staff as we have partnered with them as they have faced ministerial transition in the 

past 12 months. 

 This Region celebrates new congregations that are established, as well we should.  But 

we also need to celebrate new affiliations when they are mutually edifying and when they 

strengthen the church for its mission and ministry.  I know you’ll join me in welcoming First 

Christian Church, Meridian, to the Disciples family in Alabama-Northwest Florida.  Notes of 

welcome may be sent to Sharon Busler, Board Chair, First Christian Church, 1301 23
rd

 Avenue, 

Meridian, MS  39301.  

 

Your Partner in Ministry, 

 

John P. Mobley 

Regional Minister 

 

 

 



 

 

Thoughts on Religious Freedom and the Supreme Court Decision on Marriage Equality 

 

(07/14/15) By the Rev. Dr. Sharon E. Watkins, general minister and president 

 Two different discussions are stirred by the June 2015 Supreme Court decision on 

marriage equality. One relates to social, biblical and theological understandings of marriage. The 

other is about religious freedom and the separation of church and state. 

 The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) places a high value on both religious freedom 

and individual interpretation of scripture. We expect followers of Christ to act according to their 

beliefs. As a Church, therefore, we intentionally do not create church-wide policies on these 

matters for congregations or ministers. Our general assembly may offer counsel but not policy. 

 Consistent with our value for religious freedom, Disciples have historically insisted that 

the basic civil and human rights of all people be respected legally - even while sometimes still 

debating related issues in the church. Our General Assembly has affirmed the civil rights of 

women, persons of color, persons of different religions and of all persons regardless of sexual 

orientation or gender identity. 

 In the church, marriage is about covenant, love and God-centered relationships. So what 

does the Supreme Court decision means for the church? Ministers whose consciences call for 

them to conduct weddings for couples regardless of sexual orientation and gender identity may 

now do so legally in every state. Ministers whose consciences call for them to refuse to conduct 

weddings for some couples may still refuse in every state. Congregations have the same freedom 

when considering policy on the use of their buildings. The First Amendment protects our 

freedom to exercise theological and pastoral judgment. 

 Some are insisting that the ruling will force ministers and congregations to perform same 

sex weddings. Yet Disciples ministers perform weddings for couples of mixed faith when other 

clergy refuse the wedding on religious grounds. Disciples ministers perform second marriages, 

when others will decline to officiate following divorce. Disciples ministers perform covenant 

ceremonies for older persons, who for economic reasons cannot marry. The freedom to perform 

or not perform those and other weddings continues on First Amendment grounds. Our 

Constitution gives religious groups wide freedom to practice their faith in church settings 

without government interference even while protecting the civil rights of all. 

 Thoughtful Disciples come to different conclusions about marriage equality. For many, it 

is a positive step biblically and constitutionally. It affirms life-long, monogamous relationships, 

celebrates loving couples and stable families, gives legal support for children and spouses. For 

others, the Court’s decision is contrary to biblical and traditional understandings of marriage. 

 Disciples practice is to affirm the responsibility of all to interpret Scripture and to share 

their understandings within the community of faith. The bonds of love call us to speak the truth 

as we understand it, to hold onto each other, to pray with each other, to engage with each other in 

acts of love and mercy. The world needs an example of freedom of interpretation and thought, of 

unity in diversity, and of sharing a common table though we disagree on important issues. My 

prayer is Disciples will be that witness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Rev. Milford Walters 

Pastor, Cottondale Christian 

Church 

Died on July 4, 2015 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Diana Hodges-Batzka, Associate Minister at Florence Christian Church (DOC) in Florence, Kentucky, 

hosted a Mission Trip with seven youth and two other adults on June 1, 2, and 4.   They traveled on their 

church's bus.   The mission trip included a tour of the historical Civil Rights sites in Montgomery, Lowndes 

and Dallas Counties, along with assisting  a local congregation with a mission project.   Sellers Memorial 

Christian Church (DOC) answered the mission project's call to serve and the Florence Youth assisted the 

church with raking leaves, painting the walls of three restrooms and pressure washing the church's outside 

walls.   Sellers Memorial was very thankful for the hard work the youth rendered during their trip!! 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Bethel Christian Church's Vacation Bible School was held June 15 – June 17, 2015.  The theme for 

Vacation Bible School was “Love one Another.” A non-conventional approach was utilized teaching the 

children to provide service to the less fortunate.  The children's project was “Little Dresses for Africa.”  The 

dresses were made of pillow cases and shorts made of t-shirts. The founder of the organization, Little Dresses 

of Africa, provides relief to children in Africa providing hope to young girls who are the caregivers for 

siblings and or parents afflicted with AIDS.  The children assisted with the project by either sewing or 

decorating the dresses. The children sewed and decorated 25 dresses and 6 pairs of shorts. 

 

 

 

 

 



REGIONAL CONVOCATION CONDUCTS WEEKEND ASSEMBLY, 

ELECTS NEW OFFICERS AND HONORS REV. DALE C. BRAXTON 

 

 The Alabama-Northwest Florida Regional Convocation met at Harrison Street Christian 

Church in Greenville, Alabama, for a weekend Assembly on June 26-28, 2015.  The theme of the 

event was “From Promise to Fulfillment.”  Special guests included Rev. Timothy James, 

Associate General Minister and Administrative Secretary for the National Convocation, Rev. R. 

Wayne Calhoun, Minister of Transformation and Director of Black Ministries, Disciples Home 

Missions, and Mr. Michael Porter, Director of Health and Human Services, Pension Fund.  The 

host pastor, Rev. Timothy O’Neal, and the members of Harrison Street Christian Church 

providing outstanding hospitality and meals.  The Convocation President for 2013-2015, Ms. 

Sheryl Nelson, and the other Convocation officers provided great leadership. 

 During the business session on Saturday, the following persons were elected to serve as 

officers for the 2015-2017 biennium: Cora Renee Smith, President; Cassaundra Silmon, Vice-

President; Patricia Jones, Secretary; Maldonia Jackson, Assistant Secretary/Treasurer; Maurice 

Johnson, Parliamentarian; LinDeisia Bolling, Youth Representative; Pamela Hopkins, Disciples 

Women/CWF Cabinet Representative; Albert Hopkins, At-Large Member; Mary Yelder. 

 Associate Regional Minister Dale Braxton was honored during the Assembly as he 

completed 10 years of service with the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  Congregations from 

all across the Region had contributed to a monetary “Love Gift” that was presented to Dale 

Braxton and his wife, Mercedes, on Saturday afternoon. 

 

District IV Meeting 
Snow Hill Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

May 31, 2015 

 District IV meeting attendees (5-31-15)             Rev. Clifford Jackson, Sellers Memorial, presiding. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elder Dale C. Braxton, Associate Regional Minister     Elder Braxton Commissions New Officers 

       Minister Diane Stephenson, Secretary/Treasurer 
       Sister Patricia Jones, Vice-President;  
       (Not shown: Rev. Timothy Silmon, President) 

 

 



 

 

A NOTE FROM REV. DALE BRAXTON, ASSOCIATE REGIONAL MINISTER 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 

 

I can’t begin to thank you enough for the gift you gave me during the Regional Convocation to 

jump-start my sabbatical.  Words alone cannot express my gratitude for what you did, a simple 

but sincere "Thank you" from the depths of my heart.  The more I think about what you did the 

more grateful I am to my Heavenly Father for allowing me the opportunity to serve in a Region 

so caring, understanding and full of his grace. You have demonstrated a love that will never be 

forgotten and it is invaluable. Again, thank you and may the grace and love of God continue to 

be with you. 

 

Your humble servant, 

 

Dale C. Braxton 

Associate Regional Minister 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A GATHERING OF MODERATORS  

AND BOARD CHAIRPERSONS 

 

All Moderators and Board Chairpersons are invited to a 

special gathering for a luncheon and a time of fellowship,  

conversation and sharing. 

 

The goal is to help Moderators and Board Chairs be better equipped for the important 

leadership roles they occupy in the life of the congregation.  Pastors are also welcome 

to accompany their Moderators/Board Chairpersons to this gathering. 

 

 Saturday, August 15, 2015 

11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, MONTGOMERY 

(1705 Taylor Road 36117) 
 
NOTE: There is no cost to attend.  However, reservations must be made by contacting the 

Regional office by mail, fax (205-425-5246), or email <jpmobley2@aol.com> prior to 

August 7.  Reservation forms will be available in the July Leader's Packet. 

 

 



 

 

Beach Mission Camp took place June 7-12 at   Genesis Camp took place on June 26-28 at YMCA 

"The Lighthouse" Retreat Center at Romar  Camp Chandler.  Rev. Lea McCracken, Meridian,  

Beach Baptist Church, Orange Beach, AL.,   First, was the Camp Director.  Genesis Camp had  

with 20 campers and 8 staff members present.   11 campers and 9 counselors participating. 

The theme was "Made To Make A Difference." 

 

Discovery Camp hosted 26 campers and 8 counselors Junior Camp took place on June 22-26 at YMCA  

from June 26-28, at YMCA-Camp Chandler.  Debbie  Camp Chandler.  The camp was directed by  

Woods, Robertsdale, First, was the Camp Director. Alethea Lawson, Madision Christian Church. 

       31 campers and 9 counselors were in attendance. 

32 campers and 8 counselors participated in   CYF Conference was attended by 28 campers with 
Chi Rho Camp at YMCA-Camp Chandler on   oversight given by 8 counselors on June 22-26 at  

June 26-30.  Rev. Jim Storie, Florence, First,   YMCA-Camp Chandler.  Rev. Beth Thomason, 

was the Camp Director.     Madison Christian Church, was the Conference  

       Director. 

 
 

 

 



2015 CAMP & CONFERENCE 

"THE TABLE" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Community Worship        Junior Camp Vespers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Chi Rho War Games  

  Boating Fun 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primera Iglesia Cristiana in Birmingham celebrated its one year anniversary on Sunday, June 14.  

Pictured here are members of the new congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rick Malugani was installed as the pastor of 

Fairhope Christian Church on Sunday, June 7.  

Pictured here are Ellen Malugani, Rick Malugani, 

and Regional Minister John Mobley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David and Betty Massey were installed as 

commissioned co-pastors at Westwood 

Christian Church, Pensacola, on Sunday, July 

26.  Pictured here (l to r) are:  Rev. Debbie 

Chisholm, sister of Betty Massey, David and 

Betty Massey, and Regional Minister John 

Mobley.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



President-Elect Named for Council on Christian Unity 

 

 The Rev. Seung Un (Paul) Tche has been named President-Elect 

of the Council on Christian Unity.  He will begin his service on 

September 1, 2015, and will work alongside current President, Robert 

Welsh, until his retirement in 2016. At that time he will become the 

fifth President of the CCU, following in the tradition of Peter Ainslie 

III, George G. Beazley, Jr., Paul A Crow, Jr., and Robert Welsh. 

 In making this announcement, the Rev. Kory Wilcoxson, chair 

of the Search Committee and the CCU Board, shared, “We had several 

excellent candidates for the position, but it was clear to us that Paul was 

the right person for the job. The committee was impressed with his gift of relationship-building, 

his authenticity, and his personal experience in the work for Christian unity. The Board looks 

forward to working with Paul as we help CCU move into its next chapter of leadership.” 

 As President-elect, Paul will be learning more about the programs, involvements and 

future possibilities of the CCU as he gives leadership to the historic witness of the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) to the vision of the unity of all Christians and the oneness of 

Christ’s church. He will also be engaged in establishing personal contacts throughout the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), and with ecumenical leaders both in North America and 

internationally. 

 Paul has extensive experience in the ecumenical world and a passion for unity across 

denominations and faiths. He recently completed a six-year term on the CCU Board, 

including two years as chair (2013-2014). 

 He has been serving s pastor of White Oak Pond Christian Church in Richmond, Ky since 

August, 2013. He previously served churches in Louisville and Lexington, Ky. Tche, a first-

generation immigrant from South Korea, received his Bachelor and Master of Arts in South 

Korea, and earned his Master of Divinity from Brite Divinity School in Texas. 

 In addition to his work with Disciples, Tche is currently the co-president of the Korean 

American Ecumenical Network, a consortium of five denominations working for peace on the 

Korean Peninsula. He has also served as a Disciples representative for the World Council of 

Churches Ecumenical Consultation on Peace, Justice, and Reconciliation on the Korean 

Peninsula, and the 10
th

 General Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Busan, South 

Korea, in 2013. 

 He married to Yeon Lim, who is a Ph.D. candidate in Philosophy. They have a son, 

Brandon. 

 

T.A.S.T.E. (Take A Student To Eat)  SUNDAY - September 13, 2015 

 

 T.A.S.T.E. Sunday was inaugurated in 2009 and met with great success in many 

congregations.  Since that time it has given congregations a method in which their welcome and 

hospitality to young adults can be very intentional.  The idea is quite simple.  Congregations are 

asked to organize some special activity around Sunday lunch following morning worship on the 

Sunday following Labor Day (and again after Veterans Day and Presidents Day).  Members may 

want to host students and other young adults for lunch at a restaurant or in their homes.  

Congregations may want to have a fellowship meal in honor of students and other young adults.  

The occasion is intended to provide an opportunity to build lasting relationships with these 

young adults.  Several congregations that have promoted T.A.S.T.E. Sundays have reported 

positive experiences.  Some have seen an increase in young adult participants and some have 

created new ministries involving young adults.  All congregations are urged to be intentional and 

creative in their observance of T.A.S.T.E. Sunday on September 13, 2015.   Please send your 

stories of how your congregation has embraced young adults on this occasion or any other 

occasion during the year.   We would love to share those stories in future newsletters. 

 

 



 
(article continued from previous page) 

 

 One additional note:  T.A.S.T.E. Sunday is also an ideal time to promote the upcoming 

2015 Young Adult Beach Retreat for all young adults in the congregation, whether they are 

students or not.  (See article below) 

 

 

DISCIPLES WOMEN'S FALL RETREAT 

 

 Disciples Women will gather for the annual Fall Retreat on Friday, September 25, thru 

Sunday, September 27, 2015.  The retreat location is YMCA-Camp Chandler  in Wetumpka, AL, 

just north of Montgomery.    Registration will begin at 3pm on Friday and the retreat will 

conclude on Sunday around 10am.  The retreat theme is “Speak Up. Do Not Be 

Silent”.  Workshops and sessions at retreat will cover global and regional service projects, 

human trafficking, and women’s health.  Our annual business meeting, election and installation 

of officers will be on Saturday.  An onsite service project is being planned for 

Saturday.  Saturday afternoon will provide ample free time to engage in activities offered at 

Camp Chandler including paddle boats, kayaking, hiking and enjoying the campus.   Saturday 

evening will offer opportunities to fellowship and fun activities.  A silent auction and  the 

Sunday morning offering will collect funds to support regional Disciple Women projects and 

causes.   In an effort to support women with children, a new program is being offered for 

children to attend our retreat. Moms with children will have their own lodge and a parallel set of 

programs will be provided for children allowing moms to participate in Disciple Women’s 

Retreat activities.   Mark your calendars and plan to attend Fall retreat. 

 

 

YOUNG ADULT BEACH RETREAT - October 16 - 18, 2015  

 

 All young adults in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region are invited to participate in a 

time of renewal, fun, conversation, and relationship-building on October 16 -18, 2015, at the 

2015 Young Adult Beach Retreat.  The group will be using the retreat facilities of Romar Beach 

Baptist Church in Orange Beach, AL. For more information about the site, visit 

<http://www.facebook.com/Romar.Beach.Baptist> Although the Retreat formally begins with 

dinner on Friday, October 16, persons who desire to have an extra day at the beach are welcome 

to arrive on Thursday, October 15, at an additional cost of $35.  Those wishing to arrive early 

must indicate on the registration form their planned arrival date. 

 The young adults will engage in conversations around the theme, “The Well-Worn Path 

Meets the Road Less Traveled: Finding Unique Expressions in our Shared Life.”  Rev. Beth 

Thomason, pastor at Madison Christian Church, will be the group facilitator. 

 Young adult activities in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region are intended to include 

persons in a variety of categories: students, non-students, singles, married, young families, etc.  

Anyone who considers himself/herself to be a young adult is welcome to be involved.  The 

lodging will be dormitory style, separated by gender.  We are unable to provide child care for 

this event. 

 Thanks to a subsidy from the Region, the cost of the retreat is only $50/person ( or 

$85/person for those arriving on Thursday).  The registration deadline is October 7.  The 

registration form will be available on the Region’s website and also in the July and September 

Leader’s Packets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPLICATIONS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS FROM THE MILDRED B. WATSON 

MEMORIAL FUND ARE BEING RECEIVED THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 

 

          The Mildred B. Watson Memorial Fund is a permanent fund established by the Alabama-

Northwest Florida Region, in partnership with Valley Christian Church, Birmingham, and the 

Christian Church Foundation, that will provide annual income to support leadership education 

for persons in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  Mildred Watson supported the entire 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and had a strong desire to see young people and young 

adults gain exposure to the ministries of the wider church.  She valued education for all Disciples 

and she particularly wanted to see ministers have the education, resources, and support they need 

for their service to the church.  The Mildred B. Watson Memorial Fund will provide resources 

which address these commitments that were dear to Mildred Watson during her lifetime. 

 Persons interested in applying for a scholarship should contact the Regional office to 

request an application.  The application deadline for 2015 grants is September 30, 2015.  

Decisions regarding scholarship recipients will be made during October. 

 

 

AUGUST 23, 2015, IS “SENIOR ADULT SUNDAY”  

IN THE ALABAMA-NORTHWEST FLORIDA REGION 

 

 

 Congregations in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region are asked to recognize all 

senior adults in worship on Sunday, August 23, 2015.  Persons in this age group provide strength 

and support to the congregations of which they are part.  Many senior adults have been serving in 

the ministry of the church for decades, providing leadership and exercising the gifts God has 

given them so that the church can have a vital ministry.  Our senior adults are worthy of a special 

Sunday in which they may be honored and thanked. 

 Congregations are free to plan special activities for senior adults on “Senior Adult 

Sunday.”  They may want to sponsor a breakfast, fellowship dinner, or reception in their honor.  

They may add elements to the worship service that highlight the rich gifts that senior adults bring 

to congregations.  Pastors and other church leaders are encouraged to use their creativity in 

making this a special day for senior adults in the congregation. 

 The Region is requesting that all congregations use “Senior Adult Sunday” to promote 

the 2015 Senior Adult Retreat that is scheduled for November 5-6.  A Flyer and Registration 

Form were included in the July Leader’s Packet.  It is suggested that congregations set up a 

special table on Senior Adult Sunday where seniors can receive this information.   The theme of 

the upcoming retreat is “Play!  It’s Not Just for Kids.”  The leader will be Rev. Gary Edge, 

Pastor, Valley Christian Church, Birmingham (see article below).  

 

 

SENIOR ADULT RETREAT IS SET FOR NOVEMBER 5 - 6, 2015 

 

 The fourteenth annual Senior Adult Retreat will be held at St. Bernard Retreat Center, 

Cullman, Alabama, on Thursday and Friday, November 5 - 6, 2015.  The theme of the senior 

adult retreat is “Play!  It’s Not Just for Kids.”  The leader will be Rev. Gary Edge, Pastor, Valley 

Christian Church, Birmingham.   

 The senior adult retreat will include music and singing led by George and Judy Dudley, 

members of First Christian Church, Birmingham.  There will be an annual business session with 

election of new officers, a talent show, table games, and times for Biblical reflection.  The senior 

adult retreat always features rich fellowship and fun for all who participate.  The retreat begins 

with lunch on Thursday and concludes in the early afternoon on Friday. 

 

 

   

 



 
(article continued from previous page) 

 

  

 The motel-type rooms that are reserved include two twin beds and a private bathroom.  

Different cost options are available, depending on whether registrants want a single or double 

room.   Limited financial assistance is available for those who request it from the Regional 

Minister.  All requests for financial assistance will be kept confidential.  All of the registration 

information and costs were included in the July Leader’s Packet.  Please contact the Regional 

office if more information is needed.  

 [ Note: All pastors, whether they consider themselves seniors or not, are encouraged to 

attend the Senior Adult Retreat along with the senior adults from their congregations.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATEMENT AFFIRMING AN ANTI-RACIST IDENTITY 
 

 Recognizing the division that exists within the human family due to the sin of racism, the 
Alabama-Northwest Florida Region confirms its commitment to the call of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to be an ambassador of unity and reconciliation.  The Alabama-Northwest Florida Region 
confesses its own participation in the sin of racism and is committed to the dismantling of  
racism wherever it exists in its own institutional life and in the life and witness of its 
congregations.  
 Therefore, the Regional Board, on February 23, 2002, affirms all current and future 
efforts within the Alabama-Northwest Region to become an Anti-Racist manifestation of the Body 
of Christ.  This affirmation will be demonstrated through prayer, allocation of resources, and 
organized efforts to challenge racism wherever it exists within the Alabama-Northwest Florida 
Region.  
 

 

 

 

Congregations that have formally committed to expressing “true community” through intentional 

efforts to work against racism and toward reconciliation. 
 

First Christian Church, Anniston 

Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Anniston 

Village Christian Church, Auburn 

First Christian Church, Birmingham 

Valley Christian Church, Birmingham 

First Christian Church, Dothan 

First Christian Church, Florence 

Snow Hill Christian Church, Ft. Deposit 

First Christian Church, Ft. Walton Beach 

Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Ft. Walton Beach 

Sellers Memorial Christian Church, Hayneville 

First Christian Church, Huntsville 

Grateful Life Community Church, Huntsville 

Mt. Pleasant Christian Church, Mathews 

First Christian Church, Pensacola 

Mt. Calvary Missionary Christian Church, Tuskegee 

Union Christian Church, Tuskegee 

First Christian Church of River View, Valley 

 
 

 



 

 

 

NEWS OF THE CLERGY 

 

           Lea McCracken will conclude her service as Associate Minister with First Christian 

Church, Meridian, MS, on August 2.  Mark Underwood has completed his M.Div at Lexington 

Theological Seminary and has been approved for ordination by the Committee on the Ministry.  

A service of ordination is planned for Sunday, August 2, 2015, at Madison Christian Church.   

Mark completed his service with Madison Christian Church as Student Associate Minister in 

July.  Mickey Johnson will begin his ministry with First Christian Church, Decatur, on August 

9.  He will be formally installed on that date as well.   Cameron Douglas has been called to 

serve as Interim Senior Minister with First Christian Church, Huntsville, beginning in 

September.  Since last October, Cameron has served as Interim Senior Minister with First 

Christian Church, Meridian, MS.  Jeremy Harbin has been called to serve as pastor with First 

Christian Church, Valhermoso Springs, effective in late July. Sandy Downs concluded his 

ministry with Village Christian Church, Auburn, at the end of July due to his relocation to Ohio. 

  

 

 

CONGREGATIONS SEEKING A MINISTER 

 

Auburn, Village 

Cottondale, Cottondale 

Hartselle, First (Jerry Ridling is Interim Minister) 

Huntsville, First (Cameron Douglas will be Interim, starting in September) 

Meridian, First (Cameron Douglas serves as Interim Minister through August) 

Mobile, Azalea Hills (Phillip Hayes is Interim Minister) 

Montgomery, First (Jim Brooks is Interim Minister) 

Pensacola, First (Paul Ingram is Interim Minister) 

 

 
 

 

 

OUTREACH GIVING UPDATE 

 

 The giving by congregations in Alabama-Northwest Florida to the Disciples Mission 

Fund and the four Special Day Offerings (Easter, Pentecost, Thanksgiving, and Christmas), at 

the end of June,  2015, shows a 7.14% increase over the amount given for the same time period  

in 2014.  Church-wide gifts to Disciples Mission Fund and these four Special Day Offerings 

have decreased by 0.7% from the year-to-date amount in 2014.  Gifts by Alabama-Northwest 

Florida congregations to Week of Compassion through June, 2015, have increased by 52.69% 

over the amount given through June, 2014.  Church-wide giving to Week of Compassion, regular 

and designated, is showing a year-to-date increase of 2.6%.  

 Disciples outreach ministries are carried out in partnership between general ministries, 

ministries of higher education, Regions, congregations, and other related ministries of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  The financial support given by your congregation 

enables this partnership to be effective in carrying out the ministry of  Jesus Christ.   Your 

commitment to our shared ministries is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 


