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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

APRIL 

5  Easter Offering (for General Ministries)  

8  Commissioning and Ordination North (9:15 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

8 - 10  College of Regional Ministers - Kansas City, MO 

11  Children’s Worship and Wonder Refresher Workshop (10:00 a.m.) - Regional 

Office 

11  Regional Convocation Board (10:00 a.m.) - Harrison Street Christian, Greenville 

11 - 14  General Board of the Christian Church - Kansas City, MO 

17 - 18  Anti-Racism Workshop for Clergy - First Christian Church, Montgomery 

24 - 26  Family Camp - Oak Mountain State Park 

 

MAY 
2  Program Committee on the Regional Assembly (10:00 a.m.) - First Christian, Florence 

5  Commissioning and Ordination South (9:15 a.m.) - United Christian, Montgomery 

12  Regional Staff Planning (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

16 - 17  Hispanic Encounter - YMCA-Camp Chandler 

17 - 24  Pentecost Offering promotion (for new congregation establishment) 

 

JUNE 

7 - 12  Beach Camp - (“The Lighthouse” Retreat Center at Romar Beach Baptist Church) - 

Orange Beach, AL       

22 - 26  Junior Camp and CYF Conference - YMCA-Camp Chandler      

26 - 28  Genesis Camp - YMCA-Camp Chandler       

26 - 28  Discovery Camp - YMCA-Camp Chandler          

26 - 28  Regional Convocation Assembly - Harrison Street Christian, Greenville, AL 

26 - 30  Chi Rho Camp - YMCA-Camp Chandler  

 

************************************************************************************* 

"We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.  As part of the 

one body of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us.” 

– 2007 Disciples Identity Statement 

The mission of the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region is to encourage and equip its congregations and 

pastors for the ministry of Jesus Christ in local communities and throughout the world, while seeking to 

nurture them into deeper relationship with God, with each other, and with the whole Church. 
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE REGIONAL MINISTER 

 

              In a few months several thousand Disciples will 

gather in Columbus, Ohio, for the 2015 General Assembly of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  The date is July 18-22, 2015. 

Many Disciples in Alabama-Northwest Florida are making plans to 

be in attendance.  I want to encourage your attendance at the biennial 

event.  The theme for the 2015 General Assembly is “SOAR!”  This 

theme is based on the text in Isaiah 40 in which the prophet declares 

that those who wait on the Lord will mount up with wings like 

eagles.  The promise is that with the Spirit undergirding and 

empowering us, we can “soar” and reach new heights in our faith journey.  We do this not on our 

own strength, but with the spirit of God filling us and directing our lives. 

 First and foremost, the General Assembly is a time for Disciples to gather in the presence 

of the Holy Spirit to be inspired and equipped to “reach new heights” as we carry out the mission 

God is giving us.  Powerful worship services and outstanding preaching are prominent aspects of 

a General Assembly.  In this gathering, we also give witness to the unity to which we are called.  

In this gathering, we enjoy rich fellowship with other Christians who are on the journey with us.  

In this gathering, we learn more about the larger work of the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) and we celebrate what God is doing in and through us throughout the world.  In this 

gathering, we find instruction and resources to help us grow in our faith and in our service to 

God.  In this gathering, we consider resolutions and business items which bear witness to the 

world and which help us be responsible church participants as we provide accountability for the 

organized mission and ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

 There are many activities planned for the General Assembly.  In addition to worship and 

business sessions, there are core lectures, learning tracks, meal functions, after-sessions, and 

exhibits.  There are activities for children and youth.  There are hands-on mission opportunities.  

And there are always opportunities to make a witness as Disciples of Christ in the host city.  

 Please visit the web-site <www.disciples.org/ga> to obtain more information about the 

2015 General Assembly and to make your plans to attend.  I hope to see many Disciples from 

Alabama-Northwest Florida (and Meridian, MS) in Columbus, Ohio, in July.  

  

Your Partner in Ministry, 

 

John P. Mobley 

Regional Minister 

 

NEWS OF THE CLERGY 

 

           Rick Malugani has been called to serve as pastor with Fairhope Christian Church, 

beginning in April.  Rick formerly served as pastor with Westwood Christian Church, Pensacola.  

John Alford will complete his service as Interim Minister with Fairhope Christian Church at the 

end of March.  Guy McCombs has announced his plans to retire at the end of May, thus ending 

his service as senior minister with First Christian Church, Huntsville.   James Gazaway has 

announced his resignation as senior minister with First Christian Church, Pensacola, effective at 

the end of June, 2015.   Paul Ingram is serving as a temporary interim minister with First 

Christian Church, Tuscaloosa, until early May. David and Betty Massey have been called as co-

pastors with Westwood Christian Church, Pensacola, beginning April 12. 



 

REFLECTIONS FROM THE ASSOCIATE REGIONAL MINISTER 

 

 First and foremost, I am constantly amazed at all you do to 
make the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) the church for all.  
An example of this occurred on March 2-5, 2015, as First 
Christian Church, Montgomery, hosted the 41st Black Ministers 
Retreat.  The host congregation did a fabulous job, making all in 
attendance feel at home and welcome. Not only am I grateful for 
you, but I want this entire Region to know that First Christian 
Church, Montgomery, helped the Alabama-Northwest Florida 
Region express its commitment to unity throughout the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ).  May we all seek to continue to let our light shine in this 
fragmented world. Secondly, I want to take this opportunity to invite all Alabama-
Northwest Florida Disciples to attend the Regional Convocation on June 26-28, 2015, at 
Harrison Street Christian Church, Greenville.  In June of each year, the Regional 
Convocation has a gathering to foster worship, fellowship, learning and re-commitment to 
the work of the larger Church.   For  this event, rooms are reserved at the Comfort Inn in 
Greenville, and the deadline for the discounted room rate is May 11, 2015. All you will need 
to do is call Comfort Inn (334-383-9595) and use “Snow Hill” as the group code.  
Registration information was included in the March Leaders Packet, which is also available 
on the Region’s web-site. 
 
Again, thank you and glad to serve. 
 

Dale C. Braxton 

 

 

NEW CONGREGATION IN BIRMINGHAM IS GROWING!! 

 

 Primera Iglesia (Discipulos de Cristo) in Birmingham is attracting new persons and 

offering a variety of ministries in the Birmingham community.   Church Planter, Rev. Roberto 

Rodriguez, is providing leadership to this effort.  Shown here are members of the new 

congregation at their worship location, 2600 Cherokee Place, Birmingham, AL (in partnership 

with Valley Christian Church).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CONGREGATIONAL TRANSFORMATION EVENT 

 

The Alabama-Northwest Florida Region sponsored a congregational transformation event, 

“Wine and Wineskins: Fresh Vessels for the Everlasting Wine,” on February 13-14, 2015.  Rev. 

Dr. Richard L. Hamm was the special guest.  A variety of other persons gave leadership to 

workshops, children’s activities, and worship. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REGIONAL BOARD MEETING - FEBRUARY 28, 2015 

 

           On Saturday, February 28, the Alabama-Northwest Florida Regional Board met at First 

Christian Church, Birmingham.  The Board members worshiped together, enjoyed fellowship, 

and received reports from Divisions, Committees, Fellowship Groups, and staff.  The Board 

received the 2014 Audit and approved an operating budget for 2015.  The meeting was a 

celebration of many positive ministries in the Region that are making an impact in people’s lives.  

The Board recognized with appreciation the many volunteers who are involved in making the 

ministries of the Region possible. 

 



2015 MEN’S RETREAT IN ALABAMA-NORTHWEST FLORIDA 

 

              Approximately 40 men from congregations all across the Alabama-Northwest Florida 

Region gather in retreat on March 13-14, 2015, at YMCA-Hargis.  The Guest Leader was Rev. 

Jim Brooks, Interim Senior Minister at First Christian Church, Montgomery.  The theme was 

“Your Gifts, God’s Mission.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALABAMA-NORTHWEST FLORIDA REGION RECEIVES DEEDS TO PROPERTIES 

OF THE FORMER FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, BESSEMER 

 

          After a 112 year ministry, the ministry of First Christian Church, Bessemer, ended in 2014.  

The trustees of the former congregation have collaborated with the Region on a plan regarding 

disposition of the congregation’s remaining assets, which include a building in downtown 

Bessemer and several parcels of land.  The Region has agreed to a plan in which the sale of 

properties would result in the creation of a permanent fund with the Christian Church Foundation 

for the establishment of new congregations in the Region.  Some proceeds of the sale would also 

provide scholarships for ministerial students at Johnson University (formerly Johnson Bible 

College). 

           The Region expresses its gratitude for the long ministry of First Christian Church, 

Bessemer, and for the many lives it has impacted over a great span of years. Some of the 

remaining members of the former congregation are now becoming a part of other Disciples 

congregations in the greater Birmingham area. Even though the closing of a ministry can be 

painful, God will continue to work in the lives of those who have given years of service to the 

former congregation. And God will continue to bless the world through the permanent fund that 

will continue the witness of First Christian Church, Bessemer.  

 

CONGREGATIONS SEEKING A MINISTER 

 

Decatur, First (Bob Powell is Interim Minister) 

Hartselle, First (Jerry Ridling is Interim Minister) 

Huntsville, First (beginning in June) 

Meridian, First (Cameron Douglas is Interim Minister) 

Mobile, Azalea Hills (Phillip Hayes is Interim Minister) 

Montgomery, First (Jim Brooks is Interim Minister) 

Pensacola, First (beginning in July) 

Tuskegee, Mt. Calvary Missionary 

White Hall, Mt. Zion 



 

 

“HISPANIC ENCOUNTER” TO TAKE PLACE ON MAY 16-17, 2015 

 

 The four predominantly Hispanic congregations in the Alabama-Northwest Florida (in 

Anniston, AL, Birmingham, AL, Ft. Walton Beach, FL, and Pensacola, FL) will gather in a 

retreat at YMCA-Camp Chandler on Saturday and Sunday, May 16-17, 2015.  This “Hispanic 

Encounter” will be an opportunity to build relationships and be spiritually enriched.  It is also 

hoped that this gathering will provide an opportunity for leaders in the four congregations to 

consider the formation of a Hispanic Ministries Commission in the Alabama-Northwest Florida 

Region.  Such a commission would be integrated into the formal structures of the Region. 

 Registration information on the Hispanic Encounter was included in the March Leader’s 

Packet.  Please contact the Regional office if more information is needed. 

 

 

OUTREACH GIVING UPDATE 

 

 The giving by congregations in Alabama-Northwest Florida to the Disciples Mission 

Fund and the four Special Day Offerings (Easter, Pentecost, Thanksgiving, and Christmas), at 

the end of February,  2015, shows a 4.86% decrease from the amount given for the same time 

period  in 2014.  Church-wide gifts to Disciples Mission Fund and these four Special Day 

Offerings has decreased by 2.96% from the year-to-date amount in 2014.  Gifts by Alabama-

Northwest Florida congregations to Week of Compassion through February, 2015, have 

decreased by 42.0% from the amount given through February, 2014.  Church-wide giving to 

Week of Compassion, regular and designated, is showing a year-to-date increase of 12.7%.  

 Disciples outreach ministries are carried out in partnership between general ministries, 

ministries of higher education, Regions, congregations, and other related ministries of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  The financial support given by your congregation 

enables this partnership to be effective in carrying out the ministry of  Jesus Christ.   Your 

commitment to our shared ministries is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

The Disciples Women Regional 

cabinet met on February 7
th

 with 

the purpose of planning the Spring 

Workshop and Fall Retreat.    The 

Spring Workshop will be held on 

May 16
th

 at First Christian Church 

in Montgomery, AL.  The theme of 

the workshop is "Finding our 

Voices."  Registration for the event 

will begin at 9am with the event 

ending around 3pm.  The event will provide information on regional and global service projects, 

Just Women Spring Bible Study, and Disciple Women news.  There will be a blessing box 

dedication service and communion.   A mini service project for The Angel to Angel 

Project writing Cards of Care and Prayer will also be part of the workshop and will support 

Disciples Refugee and Immigration Ministries (RIM).  The Fall Retreat is scheduled for 

September 25 – 27 at Camp Chandler in Wetumpka, AL.  This year’s retreat theme is ‘Speak Up: 

Do not be Silent.’  Mark your calendars for these two Disciple Women events. 

Pictured Above:  Top Row (L-R) Jeanne Bellamy, Margie Lee, Floretta Timmons, Kathy Weathers, Candace Wilkerson, 

Linda Caswell, Ginny Guindon; Bottom Row (L-R) Cindy Prince, Katie Wallace-Davis, Dianne Jones, Jill Archibald 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATEMENT AFFIRMING AN ANTI-RACIST IDENTITY 
 

 Recognizing the division that exists within the human family due to the sin of racism, the 
Alabama-Northwest Florida Region confirms its commitment to the call of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
to be an ambassador of unity and reconciliation.  The Alabama-Northwest Florida Region confesses 
its own participation in the sin of racism and is committed to the dismantling of  racism wherever it 
exists in its own institutional life and in the life and witness of its congregations.  
 Therefore, the Regional Board, on February 23, 2002, affirms all current and future efforts 
within the Alabama-Northwest Region to become an Anti-Racist manifestation of the Body of Christ.  
This affirmation will be demonstrated through prayer, allocation of resources, and organized efforts 
to challenge racism wherever it exists within the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On January 23-25, 2015, youth from around the Alabama-Northwest  

Florida Region gathered for "Youthtopia" at YMCA-Camp Chandler. 

The theme was "Love your #Selfie:  Appreciating God's 

Masterpiece in the Mirror." 

 

 

Congregations that have formally committed to expressing “true community” through intentional 

efforts to work against racism and toward reconciliation. 
 

First Christian Church, Anniston 

Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Anniston 

Village Christian Church, Auburn 

First Christian Church, Birmingham 

Valley Christian Church, Birmingham 

First Christian Church, Dothan 

First Christian Church, Florence 

Snow Hill Christian Church, Ft. Deposit 

First Christian Church, Ft. Walton Beach 

Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Ft. Walton Beach 

Sellers Memorial Christian Church, Hayneville 

First Christian Church, Huntsville 

Grateful Life Community Church, Huntsville 

Mt. Pleasant Christian Church, Mathews 

First Christian Church, Pensacola 

Mt. Calvary Missionary Christian Church, Tuskegee 

Union Christian Church, Tuskegee 

First Christian Church of River View, Valley 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
YOU CAN BE A PART OF THE ALABAMA-NORTHWEST FLORIDA ANNUAL FUND 

 

The Annual Fund is...... 

.....an invitation for individuals to give additional financial support for the ministries of this Region.  While the Region is 

supported through the Disciples Mission Fund and through the Christmas Offering, these dollars alone will not maintain 

current ministries and develop new ministries that are envisioned. 

.....an opportunity for individuals to make a difference in the lives of children, youth, young adults, men, women, pastors, 

and students.  Gifts to the Annual Fund directly impact people right in your own congregation and in neighboring 

Disciples of Christ congregations. 

.....an opportunity to undergird this Region so that we can achieve excellence in everything we do.  Nothing less is worthy 

of the Christ we serve. 

------------------------------------------------------------Please clip and return-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Enclosed is my/our gift to help the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region continue its current ministries with excellence and 

to develop exciting new ministries which will strengthen congregations for mission and ministry. 

 

Name_________________________________________E-mail____________________________________ 

 

Address_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City______________________________________________State_____________Zip__________________ 

 

Phone____________________________Congregation___________________________________________ 

 

Amount of Gift  $____________________ 

 
Payable to:  Christian Church in Alabama-NW Florida, 861 Highway 52, Helena, AL  35080 

 

Thank You for Your Support!!! 

 


