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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
FEBRUARY 

1  CWF/Disciples Women Cabinet (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

 4  Commissioning and Ordination South (9:15 a.m.) - United Christian,  

   Montgomery              

6 - 7  College of Regional Ministers - Indianapolis, IN 

8 - 11  General Board of the Christian Church - Indianapolis, IN 

15  Division of Administration and Stewardship (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

16 - 23  Week of Compassion Offering Promotion 

22  Regional Board (10:00 a.m.) - First Christian Church, Birmingham 

24  Miracle Day Planning Committee (6:00 p.m.) - First Christian, Tuscaloosa 

 

MARCH 

3 - 6  40
th
 Annual Black Ministers Retreat - Johnson City, TN 

3  Project Advisory Team for Iglesia Cristiana - Renovando Tu Fe (4:00 p.m.) - Westwood  

   Christian Church, Pensacola 

13  Optional Arrival Day for Men’s Retreat - YMCA-Hargis 

14 - 15  Men’s Retreat - YMCA-Hargis 

21  “Healthy Boundaries” Training for Clergy (9:00 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

21 - 23  “Family Camp” - Oak Mountain State Park, Pelham, AL 

29  Program Committee on Church Development (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

31  Miracle Day Planning Committee (6:00 p.m.) - First Christian, Tuscaloosa 

 

APRIL 

9  Commissioning and Ordination North (9:15 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

13 - 20  Easter Offering (for general ministries of the church) 

20  Easter Sunday 

25 - 27  Alabama-Northwest Florida Regional Assembly - Ft. Walton Beach, FL 

28  Miracle Day Planning Committee (6:00 p.m.) - First Christian, Tuscaloosa 

    

 

“We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.  As part of the 

one body of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us.”  

– 2007 Disciples Identity Statement  

The mission of the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region is to encourage and equip its congregations and 

pastors for the ministry of Jesus Christ in local communities and throughout the world, while seeking to 

nurture them into deeper relationship with God, with each other, and with the whole Church. 
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE REGIONAL MINISTER 

 

 I hope that a large number of Disciples in Alabama-

Northwest Florida are making plans to be in Fort Walton Beach, 

Florida, on April 25-27, 2014.  Not only will Fort Walton Beach be a 

beautiful place to visit in the springtime, this Regional Assembly is 

somewhat historic in that one of our Hispanic congregations, Primera 

Iglesia Cristiana, is hosting, along with First Christian Church.  The 

theme in two languages, “Love One Another – Amemonos Unos A 

Otros,” will serve as a reminder that we are called to be inclusive as a 

Christian community,  crossing barriers of race, culture, and 

language.  In God’s love, we are One. 

 I am also excited about our two special guests who will help us develop this themw through 

their preaching and leading workshops.  Rev. Juan Rodriguez, my colleague in Regional ministry 

who serves in the Florida Region, will preach on Friday night and lead a workshop on Saturday.  As 

a long-time pastor, as a former Moderator for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), and now as 

a Regional Minister, Juan’s ministry has been a ministry of bringing people together – to understand 

each other, to encourage each other, and to collaborate in ministry.  Rev. April Johnson, the 

Minister of Reconciliation for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), will preach on Saturday 

morning and will also lead a workshop.  April has a vision of a church that is fully inclusive, where 

none are marginalized due to race, culture, language or any other aspect of who they are.  She works 

with many entities of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) that are trying intentionally to be 

anti-racist and pro-reconciling. 

 Make your plans to be a part of this great expression of oneness as we gather as Disciples in 

Alabama-Northwest Florida for the 2014 Regional Assembly. 

 

Your Partner in Ministry, 

John P. Mobley 

  

NEWS OF THE CLERGY 

 

         Jim Storie has begun his service as senior minister with First Christian Church, Florence.  His 

installation service is set for February 23, 2014.  Paul Ingram has announced his plans to retire as 

pastor with Azalea Hills Christian Church, Mobile, after 20 years of ministry with the congregation.  

His retirement will take effect in early March.  Phillip Gilbert has been commissioned by the 

Committee on the Ministry to serve as pastor with Cedar Plains Christian Church near Falkville.  He 

has been preaching at Cedar Plains for several months. 

          Amber Churchill was approved for ordination by a subcommittee of the Committee on the 

Ministry.  An ordination service is being planned for May 17, 2014, in Ft. Worth, TX. 

   

 

CONGREGATIONS SEEKING A MINISTER 

 

 Athens, First (C. J. Cobb is Interim) 

 Mobile, Azalea Hills 

 

 

 

 



FROM THE DESK OF THE ASSOCIATE REGIONAL MINISTER 
 

Why Should We Give to the Week of Compassion? 

 

            The work of Week of Compassion expands over 76 years.   

What started as a “Brotherhood Dinner” on March 24, 1938, with 

proceeds to “do something for the advancement of world causes of 

brotherhood” is now the called Week of Compassion.  The Week of 

Compassion enables Christians to respond to situations of crisis and 

great need, locally and globally, by sharing material resources with a 

hurting world.   

 When we give to the Week of Compassion it allows us to 

bring joy to those who are in need and do not have the means at a 

particular time. Giving to the week of Compassion reminds us of 

Jesus’ teaching about compassion as he told about the Samaritan 

caring for the stranger in need on the Jericho Road.   

 Giving to the Week of Compassion allows us to pool our resources to have a greater impact 

ecumenically whether it is disaster relief, immigration Refugee Ministry or International 

Development.  Week of Compassion, through its partnerships will respond to human needs around 

the world. Disciples bring hope to situations of natural disaster, war, and famine, more efficiently 

than ever before.   

 In Alabama Northwest Florida each and every time we have had a need, Week of 

Compassion has responded. 

 

African American History Month  –  What Should We Know?  

 

 It has been often stated that the important things in life are basically spiritual, and that “faith, 

hope, and love are the top contenders.”  Knowledge and appreciation of our history (African 

Americans) help to give us faith and hope for the future cushioned in unconditional love.  In 1926, 

noted African American historian Dr. Carter G. Woodson, provided a platform for African 

Americans as well as other ethnic groups to celebrate the very existence and many accomplishments 

of the African American people.   

 With Black History Month approaching, it seems appropriate to review the amazing story of 

this great movement in mass education—and pay tribute to its founder.  Black History celebrations 

have done much to preserve and point up the contributions and achievements of the African 

American in our History.  Too much praise cannot be given to Dr. Carter G. Woodson, who 

organized the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History (ASALH) and originated the 

Celebration of Negro History Week, now celebrated as African American History month.  He was 

first and foremost an educator.   

 Educator, author, editor, administrator and historian Woodson  was born in Buckingham 

County, Virginia, but came to Huntington, West Virginia as a teenager to pursue his education. He 

graduated from Douglass High School in 1896 and returned there as principal from 1900 to 1903.  

He continued his education at Berea College and the University of Chicago, and later earned a Ph.D. 

from Harvard University.   

 As a teacher, principal and dean, he discovered that instructional materials included little, and 

usually negative, information about African Americans.  As a result, Woodson was determined to do 

something about education that he said “does others so much more good than it does the Negro.” Dr 

Woodson’s book, The Negro in our History, first published in 1922, was for many years the most 

popular and valued book on the subject. His essay, “The Mis-Education of the Negro,” first 

published in 1933, continues to provide challenge and stimulus for African Americans.   

 Dr. Woodson said,  

  ”we should emphasize not Negro History, but the Negro in History. What we need is 

not a history of selected races or nations but the history of the world, void of national 

bias, race, hate, and religious prejudice.  There should be no indulgence in undue 

eulogy of the Negro.  The case of the Negro is well taken care of when it is shown 

how he has influenced the development of civilization.”   



 During the month of February, only brief glimpses of the life and works of African 

Americans are studied and celebrated by families, congregations, schools and many institutions 

across the United States.   

 Did you know that African Americans have made enormous contributions to the Christian 

Church (Disciples Of Christ.)?  I will highlight two in particular.    

 Preston Taylor born in Shreveport, Louisiana in 1849, of enslaved parents. He dreamed of 

becoming a preacher after hearing a sermon in Lexington, Kentucky in 1855.  A drummer boy with 

the Union Army at 15, Taylor saw the surrender of Lee at Appomattox in 1865.  Unable to find work 

in Louisville after the Civil War because of his color, Preston Taylor returned to school. He then 

became a train porter with the Louisville and Chattanooga Railroad.  By the age of twenty, he was an 

elder in a black Christian Church.  High Street Christian Church was the first church; Taylor called to 

serve as minister.  To create work for black workers, otherwise barred from employment, Taylor 

succeeded in winning contracts to build two sections of the Big Sandy Railroad, under construction 

between Mount Sterling, Kentucky and Richmond, Virginia.  The work was successfully completed 

in fourteen months.  Between 1884 and 1888, Rev Taylor worked for M.S. Combs, a white Christian 

preacher and undertaker.  In 1886, Taylor was called to be preacher at Gay Street Christian Church in 

Nashville, Tennessee. In 1887, with Malcon -Ayres, Rev. Taylor tried to establish a permanent 

national organization called the National Convention of the Churches of Christ, which met until the 

end of the century. Always using his phenomenal business acumen, Taylor worked hard to create 

jobs for black workers.  In 1888, he started a mortuary. In 1899, he purchased thirty-seven acres to be 

used for Greenwood Amusement Park and Greenwood Cemetery. On September 5,1917, Preston 

Taylor called together the first National Christian Missionary Convention where he was elected 

president, an office he held until his death in 1931.  I encourage you to visit the historical Greenwood 

Cemetery in Nashville.   

 Raymond E. Brown, working with Emmet J. Dickson, was one of the key architects of the 

merger between the National Christian Missionary Convention (NCMC) and the International 

Convention of the Christian Church ( Disciples of Christ).  Elected the last president of the NCMC in 

1965 and serving until 1969, Dr. Brown finished what would have been a two–year term serving as 

the first president of the National Convocation of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Dr. 

Brown was the first African American vice moderator of the Christian Church, past president of the 

National Convocation, and the only person to serve as Senior Vice president of Church Extension.   

 According to Dr Woodson, until African American History is taught every day, there will 

continue to be a need for Black History Month Celebrations. 

 

Your Partner in Service, 

 

Dale. C. Braxton 

 

2014 REGIONAL ASSEMBLY SET FOR APRIL 25 - 27 

 

 The 2014 Regional Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Alabama-

Northwest Florida will be held in Fort Walton Beach, Florida, and will be co-hosted by First 

Christian Church and Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana on April 25-27, 2014.  Complete information 

on registration and housing was sent out in the January Leader’s Packet and is available on the web-

site <www.alnwfldisciples.org> 

 The 2014 Regional Assembly will focus on the theme, “Love One Another – Amemonos 

Unos a Otros.”  With the theme as a guide, the Assembly will reflect upon Jesus' words to his 

disciples as he neared the end of his earthly ministry.  Jesus expressed God’s desire that we love one 

another as a way of giving witness to God’s love for the world.   

 We will have two special guests who will be preaching and leading workshops: Rev. Juan 

Rodriguez and Rev. April Johnson.  Rev. Rodriguez will preach on Friday night and Rev. Johnson 

will preach on Saturday morning.  They will both lead workshops on Saturday morning and 

afternoon. 

 



 

SPECIAL GUEST LEADERS FOR THE 2014 REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

 

 

 Rev. Dr. Juan Antonio Rodriguez was born in Puerto Rico, raised in 

New York City, but “grew up” in Indiana. Both his grandfather and father were 

lay Disciple preachers in Puerto Rico and New York.  His childhood church 

home was Primera Iglesia Discipulos de Cristo en Brooklyn.   He later served for 

30 years as the organizing Pastor of Iglesia del Pueblo-Hope Center in 

Hammond, Indiana.  This 1981 new church start is now a predominantly Latino 

multi-cultural congregation which has become a growing urban ministry center 

seeking to serve the diverse community which surrounds it.   Rev. Rodriguez also 

served as pastor for First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Hammond for 

the last six years of its faithful 100 year plus ministry (1986-1992).  He has also served as Pastoral 

Psychotherapist Intern (1989-1992) and as Adjunct Professor for Field Education at McCormick 

Theological Seminary in Chicago (2007-2010).  In 2012 Rev. Rodriguez began his service as 

Regional Minister in Florida.   For 41 years he has been married to Sonia Colon, a life-long Disciples 

leader.  They share life with Rico, their “wonder dog.”   

 Rev. Rodriguez is guided in his life and ministry by certain beliefs and commitments.  He 

states:   “I am committed to building community.  I believe that openness and respect go far toward 

insuring that individuals feel safe to learn, grow, and serve.  I believe in speaking the truth in love.  I 

believe in continuous consultation and collaboration.” 

 

 

 Rev. April G. Johnson serves as the Minister of 

Reconciliation for the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) in the United States and Canada. She brings to this 

work a deep passion for racial justice and compassion.  As 

Minister of Reconciliation, Rev. Johnson facilitates the 

church-wide process of  awareness and action toward 

healing the fractures in the body of Christ caused by 

systemic racism. She collaborates with trained facilitators, 

regional and congregational staff leadership, and 

ecumenical partners to guide the Church’s effort toward 

racial reconciliation. In her capacity as both pastor and 

administrator, Rev. Johnson emphasizes the importance of relationship-building across difference to 

promote pro-reconciliation as a guiding principle of the church’s global witness.   

 Prior to her current call, Rev. Johnson served at Augustana College in Rock Island, Illinois as 

Assistant Dean of Students/Director of Diversity Services and as Associate College Chaplain.  

During her tenure at the College, Rev. Johnson provided leadership in developing a campus climate 

of welcome and inclusion.  She also led several cross-cultural short-term service-learning 

opportunities for students in Belize, Central America and Kenya, East Africa.   

           Rev. Johnson received her Bachelor’s of Arts from the University of Illinois-

Champaign/Urbana and her Masters of Divinity from Howard University in Washington, DC.  While 

at Howard, she was the Assistant to the Editor for the Journal of Religious Thought and the editor of 

the school’s weekly student-staff newsletter.  She enjoys writing, travel and would like to return to 

playing golf.  Rev. Johnson is a native of Chicago, Illinois. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY WORKSHOPS 

Workshop led by Rev. Juan Rodriguez 

This workshop will have as its title, “Disciples Building Beloved Community.”  Understanding 

ourselves as part of God’s“Beloved Community”, we will seek to discern how WE can witness to the 

endless love of God revealed through Jesus Christ as a gift for the whole world. Our time together 

will be focused on the rich historical, theological, cultural and ethnic diversity that we as Disciples 

represent, and can draw on, to serve the multi-ethnic, multi-faith, multi-cultural world that surrounds 

our Disciple congregations.  

Workshop led by Rev. April Johnson 

This workshop will have as its title, “Fruit from on High.”  The workshop will focus on Jesus’ 

command to love one another in John 15:17 and will lift up the task of Jesus’ followers to bear fruit 

that will last. 

 

2014 MEN’S RETREAT SET FOR MARCH 14-15 

 
        The annual Men’s Retreat is planned for March 14 -15, 2014, at 

YMCA-Hargis.  For a nominal added cost, men have the option of arriving 

on Thursday, March 13, for fishing, hiking, and fellowship prior to the 

beginning of the retreat on Friday afternoon.  The Disciples Men’s Cabinet 

has put together a great retreat filled with fun, fellowship, and challenge for 

all men in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  The theme for the 2014 

Men’s Retreat is “Rise Up, O Men of God.”  The guest leader for the retreat 

will be Rev. Arnold Nelson, Jr.  

Arnold Nelson, Jr. has been Senior Minister of the First Christian 

Church of Duncan, Oklahoma since December of 2007. Prior to that time 

Nelson served five years as President of Disciples Home Missions, and 

another five years as Regional Minister of the Christian Church in South Carolina. His going to serve the 

Oklahoma congregation was a return to his first love, the local pastorate. For twenty two years he served 

two congregations in Arkansas. At Duncan the congregation has started a third worship service, and has 

had 173 additions since he arrived. 

Nelson is a native of Clarksville, Tennessee and the First Christian Church of that city. He 

graduated from Phillips University with a B.A. in religion and philosophy. He received his Master of 

Divinity Degree from the Iliff School of Theology in Denver, Colorado. Nelson has served the wider 

church in numerous capacities including two stints as Pastor/Counselor to the General Conference of 

Disciple Men. He has served on the General Board and its Administrative Committee, the Board of 

Directors of the Division of Homeland Ministries, the General Commission on Ministry and currently 

serves on Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Disciples of Christ Historical Society. In his Region 

Nelson serves on the Commission on the Ministry. He is President of the Duncan Rotary Club.  

For hobbies Nelson works in the yard when his wife, Kelly, is not out doors to give direction. He 

has taught himself to play mandolin pretty poorly, and wishes he could do the same with golf. Lately he 

has concentrated hours perfecting jam cakes and mincemeat pies. The Nelsons have three daughters. One 

is a realtor and mother in Nashville. One is a sophomore at Drury University and the other a freshman at 

Oklahoma State.  The household is rounded out with two and a half beagles and a cat. 

Each year at the Men’s Retreat there is an important offering collection which provides resources 

for the Disciples Men to support specific mission efforts in and beyond the Region.  Men’s groups in 

congregations are urged to collect their money in advance of the retreat so that each congregation’s gifts 

may be included with the offering collected at the retreat.  Registration forms and information on costs 

were included in the January Leader’s Packet.  The early-bird deadline for registration is February 22.  

After that date there is an increase in the registration fee.  Please contact the Regional office if more 

information is needed. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATEMENT AFFIRMING AN ANTI-RACIST IDENTITY 
 

 Recognizing the division that exists within the human family due to the sin of racism, the 
Alabama-Northwest Florida Region confirms its commitment to the call of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
to be an ambassador of unity and reconciliation.  The Alabama-Northwest Florida Region confesses 
its own participation in the sin of racism and is committed to the dismantling of  racism wherever it 
exists in its own institutional life and in the life and witness of its congregations.  
 Therefore, the Regional Board, on February 23, 2002, affirms all current and future efforts 
within the Alabama-Northwest Region to become an Anti-Racist manifestation of the Body of Christ.  
This affirmation will be demonstrated through prayer, allocation of resources, and organized efforts 
to challenge racism wherever it exists within the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  
 

OUTREACH GIVING UPDATE 

 

         The giving in 2013 by congregations in Alabama-Northwest Florida to the Disciples Mission 

Fund and the four Special Day Offerings (Easter, Pentecost, Thanksgiving, and Christmas) has 

increased by 0.23% over the amount given in 2012.  Church-wide gifts to Disciples Mission Fund 

and the four Special Day Offerings in 2013 decreased by 2.94% compared to 2012. Week of 

Compassion giving in Alabama-Northwest Florida increased 18.67% compared to 2012.  Church-

wide Week of Compassion giving is 7.54% higher than in 2012.  The Reconciliation Offering in 

Alabama-Northwest Florida increased 36.4% over the 2012 total. The Easter Offering in Alabama-

Northwest Florida increased 17.4% in 2013, the Pentecost Offering increased 55.7% in 2013, the 

Thanksgiving Offering increased 36.4% in 2013, and the Christmas Offering decreased 2.1% in 

2013 compared to the 2012 total.   

          Disciples outreach ministries are carried out in partnership between general ministries, 

ministries of higher education, Regions, congregations, and other related ministries of the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ).  The financial support given by your congregation enables this 

partnership to be effective in carrying out the ministry of  Jesus Christ.   Your commitment to our 

shared ministries is greatly appreciated. 

 

Congregations that have formally committed to expressing “true community” through intentional 

efforts to work against racism and toward reconciliation. 

 

First Christian Church, Anniston 

Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Anniston 

Village Christian Church, Auburn  

First Christian Church, Birmingham 

Valley Christian Church, Birmingham 

First Christian Church, Dothan 

First Christian Church, Florence 

Snow Hill Christian Church, Ft. Deposit 

First Christian Church, Ft. Walton Beach 

Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Fort Walton Beach 

Sellers Memorial Christian Church, Hayneville 

First Christian Church, Huntsville 

Grateful Life Community Church, Huntsville 

Mt. Pleasant Christian Church, Mathews 

First Christian Church, Pensacola 

Mt. Calvary Missionary Christian Church, Tuskegee 

Union Christian Church, Tuskegee 

First Christian Church of River View, Valley 
   
 

 



 

FAMILY DONATES LAND TO CHURCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
           The family of Brother Willie Cook, Elder Callum C. Hayes, and Sister Hildra Cook Hayes 

donated an acre of land to the New Hope Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) which is located at 

5748 County Road 33 in the Calhoun Community.  Because of the love for the church by this 

family, they thought it was befitting to donate this land to the church.  Adjacent to the current 

building, this property and can be used for additional parking or other needs as determined by the 

church.   

          “I am thankful for the late Brother Willie Cook, the late Elder Callum C. Hayes, and the late 

Sis. Hildra Cook Hayes for donating this land to New Hope” states Rev. Howard Jones, Pastor.  He 

also thanks the surviving family members for carrying out the wishes of these deceased members of 

New Hope in donating this much-needed piece of land.  Elder Andrew C. Bolling, chairman of the 

Board, extends a heart of gratitude and thankfulness to these family members for their gracious 

donation of land to the New Hope Christian Church.  “The land is much-needed and will be used to 

fulfill some of the church’s many needs” states Elder Bolling.   

          New Hope is very appreciative to the Cook/Hayes family and expresses its gratitude for their 

sincere act of kindness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 The 2014 Ministers and Mates Retreat was held on January 13-15, 2014, at the Hilton Garden Inn in Orange 

Beach, AL.  The guest leader (pictured far left) was Rev. Randy Johnson, vice-president with the Christian 

Church Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
"Youthtopia" the annual winter retreat for youth (grades 6-12), was held on January 24-26, 2014, at YMCA -

Camp Chandler.  Approximately 67 youth and adults were in attendance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The 2014 Young Adult Winter Retreat was held at YMCA-Camp Chandler on January 17-19, 2014.  Rev. 

Troy Tatum, senior minister at First Christian Church, Birmingham, was the facilitator for the retreat.  

The group appears here along with Frank, the Camp Chandler pig who decided to join the group picture.  

 

 


