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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
AUGUST 

4  Disciples Men’s Cabinet (9:00 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

8  Commissioning and Ordination North (9:15 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

11  Annual Clergy-Women’s Luncheon (11:30 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

23 - 26  Forum of Regional Moderators/College of Regional Ministers - Indianapolis, IN 

26  “Senior Adult Sunday” in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region 

 

SEPTEMBER 

4  Commissioning and Ordination South (9:15 a.m.) - United Christian, Montgomery 

8  Anti-Racism Team Meeting (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

11 - 13  Southeast Regional Fellowship (SERF) Staff Retreat - Christmount, Black Mountain, NC 

15  “From Generation to Generation” Workshop (Noon - 3:00 p.m.) - FCC, Montgomery 

16  “From Generation to Generation” Workshop (3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.) - FCC, Decatur 

22   Regional Board (10:00 a.m.) - FCC, Birmingham 

29  Program Committee on Church Development (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

30 - October 7    Reconciliation Offering Promotion  

 

OCTOBER 

2 - 4  Pastor’s Conference (sponsored by the Office of the General Minister and President) - St. 

  Louis, MO 

5 - 7  Regional Women’s Retreat - Camp Chandler 

7  World Communion Sunday - Reconciliation Offering 

10  Commissioning and Ordination North (9:15 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

13  Division of Administration and Stewardship (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

19 - 21  Young Adult Beach Retreat - Orange Beach, AL 

20  Division of Mission (10:00 a.m.)- Regional Office, Helena 

27  Disciples Men’s Cabinet (8:30 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

27  Division of Nurture (10:00 a.m.)- Regional Office, Helena  

        

 
“We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.  As part of 

the one body of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us.” 

mailto:jpmobley2@aol.com
mailto:braxtondale@hotmail.com


REGIONAL STAFF SPOTLIGHT 

Nisha Warbington - Youth Ministries Staff Person 

 

            Nisha Warbington serves as our Youth Ministry Staff Person. She began this position 

eight  years ago. Nisha first recalls wanting to work with youth when she was a peer leader in 

high school where she served on the equivalent of RYC (Regional Youth Council) within the 

Catholic Church. This team was called CROSS (Catholics Reaching Out in Selfless Service). 

Nisha was affiliated with this team because she attended Catholic high school at St. Bernard Prep 

in Cullman, AL. She continued to be active with youth/college groups as a young adult, and 

served in her first youth ministry position in 1998 at St. Luke UMC in Decatur, AL. Upon 

moving to Tuscaloosa in 2000, she was introduced to the Christian Church (Disciples Of Christ) 

by Ron Montgomery, music minister at FCC, Tuscaloosa, when this congregation was searching 

for a youth leader. Nisha served as the youth leader at FCC, Tuscaloosa, for five years, and also 

served at Grace CC for two years as Children and Youth Director. Nisha is currently taking 

classes at Lexington Theological Seminary (LTS).   

              In addition to Nisha's work with the Region, she is employed with The University of 

West Alabama in Livingston, AL. She serves as an assistant professor in the School Counseling 

program. She has been employed with UWA for four years. Prior to this, she served in various 

school counseling positions for many years. 

 Nisha Warbington holds a Ph.D. in Counselor Education and a M.H.S. in Human 

Development from the University of Alabama. Most of her professional career has been spent in 

the area of public education in Alabama. Prior to joining the faculty of UWA, she served as a 

school counselor at the elementary, middle, and high school levels. Dr. Warbington is a National 

Certified Counselor (NCC), and a Nationally Certified School Counselor (NCSC). Dr. 

Warbington also has experience in the community counseling area. She is an LPC-S (Licensed 

Professional Counselor and Supervisor) in Alabama. She is a member of Chi Sigma Iota, and 

served as President of the Rho Chapter at the University of Alabama. She is also a member of the 

Alabama Counseling Association. 

 Nisha is married to Daren 

Warbington.  Daren is employed by Hunt 

Refining Company in Tuscaloosa. Daren has 

worked there for 15 years. He is a bench 

chemist. He is also an avid tennis player.  

They have four children. Andrew (17), Mary 

Ashley (9), Allie Rae (3), and Addison (9 

months). They live in Coker, AL. Nisha is 

very blessed that her ministry is a family affair. Daren serves as a 

counselor at most of the regional events. Andrew and Mary Ashley 

love camp each summer, and Allie Rae and Addison are quickly 

growing accustomed to the hectic pace of summer for their 

mommy. 

 Nisha has been involved in camps since she was a very young child. She attended various 

camps growing up, and began serving as a counselor in college. Nisha considers youth activities 

like camp/conference/retreats as some of the most important activities in young people's spiritual 

development. She is very thankful to have the opportunity to serve in her current position with 

the Region.  



CLERGY-WOMEN’S  LUNCHEON - AUGUST 11, 2012 

 

 On Saturday, August 11, 2012, there will be a luncheon for Alabama-Northwest Florida 

clergy women at the Regional office (861 Highway 52, Helena, AL 35080).  The luncheon will 

begin at 11:30 a.m. and conclude around 1:30 p.m.  Sponsored by the Region’s Committee on 

the Ministry, this luncheon provides an opportunity for clergy women to support one another, 

network, and discuss matters of common interest for the purpose of strengthening their 

ministries. 

 There is no cost for clergy women to attend this luncheon.  However, it is necessary to 

make a reservation no later than August 6, 2012, by contacting the Regional office by phone 

(205-425-5245) or by email at <alnwfl@aol.com> so that adequate preparations can be made for 

the meal. 

 

NEWS OF THE CLERGY 

 

 Carl Gebhardt retired at the end of June after serving more than 24 years as pastor with 

First Christian Church, Florence, Alabama.  An “Honored Minister Pin” was presented to Carl 

on June 24, 2012.  Tim Murtaugh has accepted a call to serve as Interim Minister at First 

Christian Church, Florence, beginning in mid-September.  Most recently Rev. Murtaugh has 

served as an Interim Minister in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Wendell Miller has been called to 

serve as pastor with Cedar Plains Christian Church, near Falkville.  This new ministry began in 

July, although Wendell preached several weeks prior to the official call by the congregation.  

Laura West has been called to serve with First Christian Church, Huntsville, as Associate 

Minister with an emphasis on ministries with children and families. 

 John Jackson was named Senior Minister Emeritus at First Christian Church, Huntsville, 

on July 15, 2012.  He served as senior minister at Huntsville, First, from 1970 until 1988.  In 

retirement, he and his wife, Shirley, are members at First Christian Church in Florence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The “Honored Minister Pin” was presented to Carl 

Gebhardt on June 24, 2012.  Carl retired at the end 

of June after serving more than 24 years as pastor 

with First Christian Church, Florence, Alabama. 

Susan Gebhardt was presented with the  

"Honored Minister's Spouse" certificate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rick Malugani was installed and commissioned as 

Pastor with Westwood Christian Church, Pensacola, on 

Sunday, June 3, 2012.  Pictured here (l to r):  Ellen 

Malugani, spouse, Rick Malugani, Board Chair Gayla 

Logan, and Regional Minister John Mobley. 

 



 

 

 

 

AUGUST 26, 2012, IS “SENIOR ADULT SUNDAY” 

IN THE ALABAMA-NORTHWEST FLORIDA REGION 

 
 Congregations in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region are asked to recognize all senior adults 

in worship on Sunday, August 26, 2012.  Persons in this age group provide strength and support to the 

congregations of which they are part.  Many senior adults have been serving in the ministry of the church 

for decades, providing leadership and exercising the gifts God has given them so that the church can have 

a vital ministry.  Our senior adults are worthy of a special Sunday in which they may be honored and 

thanked. 

 Congregations are free to plan special activities for senior adults on “Senior Adult Sunday.”  

They may want to sponsor a breakfast, fellowship dinner, or reception in their honor.  They may add 

elements to the worship service that highlight the rich gifts that senior adults bring to congregations.  

Pastors and other church leaders are encouraged to use their creativity in making this a special day for 

senior adults in the congregation. 

 The Region is requesting that all congregations promote the 2012 Senior Adult Retreat that is 

scheduled for November 1-2.  A Flyer and Registration Form were included in the July Leader’s Packet.  

It is suggested that congregations set up a special table on Senior Adult Sunday where seniors can receive 

this information.   The theme of the upcoming retreat is “Living Abundantly in the Transitions of Life.”  

The leader will be Rev. Dr. Dan Moseley, retired pastor and professor of practical ministry at Christian 

Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, IN. 
 

 

SENIOR ADULT RETREAT IS SET FOR NOVEMBER 1 - 2, 2012 

 
 The eleventh annual Senior Adult Retreat will be held at Rolling Hills Camp and Conference 

Center in Calera, AL, on Thursday and Friday, November 1 - 2, 2012.  The theme of the senior adult 

retreat is “Living Abundantly in the Transitions of Life.”  The leader will be Rev. Dr. Dan Moseley, 

retired pastor and professor of practical ministry at Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, IN. 

 Dan Moseley is a respected executive coach/consultant who has helped individuals and 

organizations navigate the changes and conflicts in life. He is a nationally known lecturer and workshop 

leader in issues of leadership, loss, change and transition.  Dr. Moseley has decades of experience in 

teaching and supporting others in their journey of life. He was a seminary professor for 13 years at 

Christian Theological Seminary in Indianapolis, IN. Prior to that work, he was pastor of 3 congregations 

for over 30 years. His Masters and Doctor's degrees were earned at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, 

TN.  Dr. Moseley has served on Boards and Committees of organizations throughout the world as an 

ecumenical leader and educator. He has been instrumental in the development of organizations offering 

Pastoral Care and Counseling and Grief Healing.  He has authored several books and served as 

contributor and editor of many other publications. 

 The senior adult retreat will include music and singing led by George and Judy Dudley, members 

of First Christian Church, Birmingham..  The annual business session will be conducted by the senior 

adult cabinet members.  There will also be a talent show, a silent auction, and a handbell concert.  The 

senior adult retreat always features rich fellowship and fun for all who participate.  The retreat begins 

with lunch on Thursday and concludes in the early afternoon on Friday. 

 Motel-type rooms are available at Rolling Hills on a first-come, first-served basis.  Registrants 

will receive a confirmation either verifying their reservation at Rolling Hills or informing them that they 

may need to obtain lodging on their own at the nearby Hampton Inn or Quality Inn.  There are a variety of 

cost options, depending upon the lodging requests of participants.  Limited financial assistance is 

available for those who request it from the Regional Minister.  All requests for financial assistance will be 

kept confidential.  All of the registration information and costs were included in the July Leader’s Packet.  

Please contact the Regional office if more information is needed.  

 
[ Note: All pastors, whether they consider themselves seniors or not, are encouraged to attend the 

Senior Adult Retreat along with the senior adults from their congregations.] 

 

 

 



 

 

T.A.S.T.E. (Take A Student To Eat)  SUNDAY - September 9, 2012 

 

 T.A.S.T.E. Sunday was inaugurated in 2009 and met with great success in many 

congregations.  Since that time it has given congregations a method in which their welcome and 

hospitality to young adults can be very intentional.  The idea is quite simple.  Congregations are 

asked to organize some special activity around Sunday lunch following morning worship on the 

Sunday following Labor Day (and again after Veterans Day and Presidents Day).  Members may 

want to host students and other young adults for lunch at a restaurant or in their homes.  

Congregations may want to have a fellowship meal in honor of students and other young adults.  

The occasion is intended to provide an opportunity to build lasting relationships with these 

young adults.  Several congregations that have promoted T.A.S.T.E. Sundays have reported 

positive experiences.  Some have seen an increase in young adult participants and some have 

created new ministries involving young adults.  All congregations are urged to be intentional and 

creative in their observance of T.A.S.T.E. Sunday on September 9, 2012.   

 T.A.S.T.E. Sunday is also an ideal time to promote the upcoming 2012 Young Adult 

Beach Retreat for all young adults in the congregation, whether they are students or not.  (See 

article below) 

 

YOUNG ADULT BEACH RETREAT - October 19 - 21, 2012  

 

 All young adults in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region are invited to participate in a 

time of renewal, fun, and relationship-building on October 19 -21, 2012, at the 2012 Young 

Adult Beach Retreat.  The group will be using the retreat facilities of Romar Beach Baptist 

Church in Orange Beach, AL.  For more information about the site, visit 

<http://www.facebook.com/Romar.Beach.Baptist>  Participants may arrive any time after noon 

on Friday, October 19, and may stay until Sunday afternoon, October 21. 

 Young adult activities in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region are intended to include 

persons in a variety of categories: students, non-students, singles, married, young families, etc.  

Anyone who considers himself/herself to be a young adult is welcome to be involved.  The 

lodging will be dormitory style, separated by gender.  We are unable to provide child care for 

this event. 

 Thanks to a subsidy from the Region, the cost of the retreat is only $50/person.  The 

registration deadline is October 1.  The registration form will be available on the Region’s 

website and also in the September Leader’s Packet. 

 

APPLICATIONS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS FROM THE MILDRED B. WATSON 

MEMORIAL FUND ARE BEING RECEIVED THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2012 

 

          The Mildred B. Watson Memorial Fund is a permanent fund established by the Alabama-

Northwest Florida Region, in partnership with Valley Christian Church, Birmingham, and the 

Christian Church Foundation, that will provide annual income to support leadership education 

for persons in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  Mildred Watson supported the entire 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and had a strong desire to see young people and young 

adults gain exposure to the ministries of the wider church.  She valued education for all Disciples 

and she particularly wanted to see ministers have the education, resources, and support they need 

for their service to the church.  The Mildred B. Watson Memorial Fund will provide resources 

which address these commitments that were dear to Mildred Watson during her lifetime. 

 Persons interested in applying for a scholarship should contact the Regional office to 

request an application.  The application deadline for 2012 grants is September 30, 2012.  

Decisions regarding scholarship recipients will be made during October. 

 



  Living (Col. 2:6) 

                 Laughing (Gen. 21:6) 

         Loving (I Cor. 13:13) 

 

 

 

Disciples Women’s Fall Retreat 
Camp Chandler, Wetumpka, Alabama October 5-7, 2012 

 

Enjoy life, righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.                   

Express your Godly light ….. Smile and take joy in Christian happiness.    

Love never falls or fails. 

 

Retreat Leader:   Rev. Ayanna Johnson 

 
Rev. Ayanna Johnson is an ordained minister of the Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ).  She serves as the Director of Community Life at Chicago 

Theological Seminary.  Ayanna is back by request  from our 2010 retreat!  

 

 

*************************************************************** 
 

On Saturday, June 23, 2012, the Regional Convocation 

sponsored a one-day workshop at Little Union Christian Church 

in Hayneville, Alabama.  The theme was "For God So Loved 

The World."  The special guest for the day was Rev. Julia 

Brown Karimu, President of the Division of Overseas Ministries 

with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  Also leading 

workshops were Gerri Johnson and Diane Wood, both from the 

Alabama-Northwest Florida Region. 

 

Pictured (left) are Willie Timmons, Host Pastor, Loretta Rucker, Convocation President, Dale Braxton, Associate 

Regional Minister, Rev. Julia Brown Karimu, and Gerri Johnson. 

 

 

 

 



************************************************************************************* 

Congregations that have formally committed to expressing “true community”  

through intentional efforts to work against racism and toward reconciliation. 

 

First Christian Church, Anniston 

Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Anniston 

Village Christian Church, Auburn  

First Christian Church, Birmingham 

Valley Christian Church, Birmingham 

First Christian Church, Dothan 

Snow Hill Christian Church, Ft. Deposit 

First Christian Church, Ft. Walton Beach 

Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Fort Walton Beach 

First Christian Church, Huntsville 

Mt. Pleasant Christian Church, Mathews 

First Christian Church, Pensacola 

Mt. Calvary Missionary Christian Church, Tuskegee 

Union Christian Church, Tuskegee 

First Christian Church of River View, Valley 

************************************************************************************ 

 

RECONCILIATION OFFERING - October 5, 2012 
 

 All congregations in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) are 

urged to promote the Reconciliation Offering in conjunction with World 

Communion Sunday on the first Sunday in October.  These two emphases on 

this particular Sunday remind us of God’s call to unity and reconciliation within 

the human family.  As followers of Christ who find our identity at the Lord’s 

table, we seek to be “a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.” (From the Disciples identity 

statement) We find wholeness as we worship at the Lord’s Table.  And we also can work toward 

wholeness through the church Reconciliation Ministry, which is supported through the annual 

Reconciliation Offering. 

 Fifty percent of what is given by congregations to the Reconciliation Offering stays in the Region 

where it is given.  These funds enable the Region to make grants to congregations, to support advocacy 

programs for the poor and marginalized in our communities, and to offer anti-racism/pro-reconciliation 

training to clergy and other groups within the Region.  The other fifty percent goes to fund the church’s 

General Reconciliation Ministry, which also makes grants and invests in leadership development which 

provides tools for persons to become catalysts for a church that is moving toward becoming anti-racist 

and pro-reconciling. 

            Each congregation is able to express its own commitment to working against racism and toward 

unity through the Reconciliation Offering.  Your support of this ministry is much-needed and much-

appreciated. 

 

STATEMENT AFFIRMING AN ANTI-RACIST IDENTITY 
 

 Recognizing the division that exists within the human family due to the sin of racism, the 
Alabama-Northwest Florida Region confirms its commitment to the call of the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
be an ambassador of unity and reconciliation.  The Alabama-Northwest Florida Region confesses its own 
participation in the sin of racism and is committed to the dismantling of  racism wherever it exists in its 
own institutional life and in the life and witness of its congregations.  
 Therefore, the Regional Board, on February 23, 2002, affirms all current and future efforts 
within the Alabama-Northwest Region to become an Anti-Racist manifestation of the Body of Christ.  This 
affirmation will be demonstrated through prayer, allocation of resources, and organized efforts to 
challenge racism wherever it exists within the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  
 



 

Madison Christian Church 

June 9, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2012 SUMMER CAMPS 

 
Beach Mission Camp was held on June 10-

15 at Noah's Ark Retreat Center in Panama 

City Beach, Florida.  Nisha Warbington, 

Regional Youth Ministry Staff  Person, 

provided leadership for  the camp.  Thirty-

one kids and nine adults took part in the 

camp.   We had a wonderful time learning 

about our "Invisible Neighbor". We 

volunteered at the Panama City Rescue 

Mission helping serve meals, serve in food 

pantry, offer music ministry, and enjoy our 

neighbors.  It was an amazing experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2012 Traditional Summer Camps were held at YMCA-

Camp Chandler in Wetumpka, Alabama.  The theme 

was  "Secrets of the Kingdom."   

 

Discovery Camp (pictured right) took place on June 23-

25.  Twelve children and seven adults took part in the 

weekend camp that was directed by Debbie Woods, 

Robertsdale, First.   
 

 

 

 

The older-age traditional camps were held on June 25-29, 2012 at YMCA-Camp Chandler.  

Junior Camp (pictured left) was directed by Alethea Lawson, Madison, Madison.  There were 

twenty-two children and eight adults in attendance.  Twenty-eight campers and six adults 

attended Chi Rho Camp (pictured center), which was directed by Roger Peadro, Ft. Walton 

Beach, First.  CYF Conference (pictured right) was co-directed by Tommy Morgan, Helena, 

Grace, and Tonitia Butler, Florence, First .  They had thirty-two campers and seven adults.   

       

 

 

 



     

OUTREACH GIVING UPDATE 

 

 The year-to-date giving in 2012 by congregations in Alabama-Northwest Florida to the 

Disciples Mission Fund and the four Special Day Offerings (Easter, Pentecost, Thanksgiving, 

and Christmas) has decreased by 15.72% from the amount given year-to-date in 2011.  Church-

wide gifts to Disciples Mission Fund and the four Special Day Offerings are showing a 2.97% 

decrease from the amount given through June, 2011.   The 2012 Easter Offering in Alabama-

Northwest Florida is showing a 1.22% decrease from the amount given year-to-date in 2011. The 

2012 Pentecost  Offering in Alabama-Northwest Florida is showing a 47.51% increase over the 

amount given year-to-date in 2011.   Week of Compassion giving in Alabama-Northwest Florida 

is showing a 59.06% decrease from the amount given through June, 2011. 

 Disciples outreach ministries are carried out in partnership between general ministries, 

ministries of higher education, Regions, congregations, and other related ministries of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  The financial support given by your congregation 

enables this partnership to be effective in carrying out the ministry of  Jesus Christ.   Your 

commitment to our shared ministries is greatly appreciated.  

 

        

CONGREGATIONS SEEKING A MINISTER 

 

 Anniston, First (Sam Fuson is Interim) 

 Anniston, Iglesia Cristiana 

 Florence, First (Tim Murtaugh is Interim, beginning mid-September) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Since September of 2011, First Christian Church, Tuscaloosa, 

and Cottondale Christian Church, Cottondale, have hosted 25 teams of 

volunteers who have given of their time and talents to touch the lives 

of so many people in Tuscaloosa who are still recovering from the 

devastating tornado of April, 2011. We have also had 4 LTV mission station coordinator groups 

who guide and encourage the teams. They have met many people and heard many stories that 

they shared with the local congregations and have taken back to their own congregations. There 

are many pictures of these groups on our Facebook page, ”Disciples Volunteering, 

Tuscaloosa”. Please take a few minutes to check out the FB page and “like” it so you can 

continue to be updated on the blessings that God has sent our way.        


