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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
*All meeting locations are at the Regional Office unless otherwise noted*

AUGUST

56,7 Children Worshipand Wonder Training First Christian Church, Huntsville

6 Anti-Racism Team (10:00 a.m.)irst Christian Church, Tuscaloosa

5-15 Visits from Elena Huegel, Global Mission Partner for Alabakuathwest Florida

10 Commissioning and Ordination | (9:15m)

13 ClerggyWo mendés Luncheon (11:30)

28 ASenior Adul t SNonhdestylorida n Al abama

SEPTEMBER

6 Commissioning and Ordination Il (9:15 a.mnited Christian, Montgomery

11 AT. A.S. T.E. Sundayo (Take A Student

13-15 SERF (Souteast Regional Fellowship) Retred&hristmount, Black Mountain,
NC

17 Program Committee on Church Development (10:00 a.First Christian

Church, Birmingham (4954 Valleydale Road)
25-0Oct. 2  Reconciliation Offering Promotion
30-0Oct.2 Wo me n 6reat- ®aenp Chandler (near Wetumpka, AL)

OCTOBER
2 World Communion Sunday and Reconciliation Offering
12 Commissioning and Ordination | (9:15 a.mBegional Office

15 Division of Nurture (10:00 a.m:)Regional Office



REFLECTIONS FROM THE REG IONAL MINISTER

As | write this article | am preparing to begin a threenth
sabbatical on July 15. By the ti
my sabbatical. | am deeply grateful to the Alabddeoathwest
Florida Region for providing me witthis important time away from
my dayto-day responsibilities so that | can rest, recover, read, and
re-focus on the sacred calling | have received to serve as your
Regional Minister. | am looking forward to spending much
intentional time in prayer and fte€tion during these next three
months. | hope to return to you more energetic, focused, and spiritually refreshed. Please pray
for me while | am away, and |6l do the same

As | prepare to be away, | am especially thankful to beosaded by such a capable and
committed group of staff colleagues. | am confident that any services that the Region could
provide for you and your congregation while | am here can also be provided by my colleagues
while | am away. Associate Regional Miteis Dale Braxton is available for pastoral care and
for working with Regional | eaders on matters
Warbington and Diane Wood can address any needs you may have regarding youth and young
adult ministries, respectilye Betty Wright is available to work with you on matters pertaining
to womends ministries. As al ways, Susan He
Manager can provide you with needed information and resources that are maintained by the
Region. This Region is richly blessed to have such a dedicated team of servants on its Regional
staff.

| pray that the coming months will be healthy and productive for each of you. | will
return to you on October 15, 2011.

Your Partner in Ministry,
John P. Molgy

ELENA HUEGEL, GLOBAL MISSION PARTNER FOR THE
ALABAMA -NORTHWEST FLORIDA REGION
is coming to a location near you in August, 2011

The Division of Mission has developed the following itinerary for Elena Huegel while
she is in Alabam#&lorthwest Florida.Appreciation is expressed to those congregations that have
agreed to host gatherings and invite other District congregations to those gatherings. Each
gathering listed is open to the entire District where the gathering will take place. Please contact
the person listed for more information about a particular gathering.

Sunday, August 7- 4:00 p.m. - District One congregations will gather at First Christian Church,
Huntsville (contact pastor Guy McCombs <pg@ffi=v.org> for more information)

Tuesday, Augist 9 - 7:00 p.m. - District Four congregations will gather at United Christian Church,
Montgomery (contact supply pastor Larue Smith, Jr. <smith7106@charter.net> for more information)
Wednesday, August 10 6:00 p.m.- District Three congregations will geer at Union Christian Church,
Tuskegee (contact Stuart Price <pricesb@auburn.edu> for more information)

Thursday, August 11- 6:00 p.m.- District Five congregations will gather at Fairhope Christian Church,
Fairhope (contact Board Chair Forest Van Ledavl4342@aol.com> for more information)

Sunday, August 14- 4:00 p.m. - District Two congregations will gather at Valley Christian Church,
Birmingham (contact pastor Gary Edge <garyhe33@hotmail.com> for more information)



2011 Womends Fall Retreat
A ANewDay-A New Hearto

The 2011 Womenods Falll Ret-reat w
October 2at Camp Chandler near Wetumpka the shores of Lake
Jordan. Registition will be open at 3:30 p.m., andet event will
begin with dinner at 6:30 p.m.

The Reource Leader for the Retreat will be Barbara Stevens.
Bar bar a, more affectioostaéimgr known
pastoral counselorwho is now affiliated with Abundant Life
Ministries in Gulf Breeze FloridaMama Hughas devoted her life to healingpunded hearts.
She was involved in pastoral counseling for many years, but realizing that there was no true
healing taking place, she cried out to the Lord. His answer was Luke 3&:I8h e Spi ri t o
Lord is on mebecause he has anointed togprodaim good news to the poolHe has sent me
to proclaim freedom for the prisoneasd recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed freeBarbara began to incorporate that scripture into her counseling, and
she began to see real and lasting geaaking place in the lives of those she was working with.

She left pastoral counseling and now leads several cla3$ey include:i Sol ut i ons o

alzweek <course focused on healingtd ar8menthn hear
course which takean in-depth look at the various types of psychological wounding, building on
the healing principles taught in ASolutionso

| mprovémeabor se f or c 6 anprdepsh;study of the 8ongSob8wigno

to help the student wunderstand the mesistage of
is unlike anythingelséea day spent with God. For the retH
Aparto which is also based on Song of Sol omon

Mama has heown personal wounding experiesde draw upon for her ministry. As a
child she struggled with a learning disability and had many emotional problems and family
dysfunction. She raised a family of her own &iadfostered over 20 children. She undengta
pain in other peopleds | ives and can person
destruction.

The weekend retreat will be an unforgettable time for our Disciples Women as Barbara
leads us in worship, teaching, journaling, soaking, and sharingeofpersonal ministry
experience. There is no healing outside the cross and Mama Hug wants to help us feel His great
love for us and His healing touch.

Retreat egistration forms were included in the Julgader's Bcket. The early-bird
registration is$110if postmarked by September,2d the registrationfee after that date is
$120. Registration for Saturday only is $75 which includes meBhng in your used cell
phones for ourretreat service projectPhones wilbe reworked and made availattb women in
abusive situations. You may also bringpersonal hygiene products and laundry supplies to be
provided to a homeless sheltaie will again have a silent auction with proceeds going to our
Woman to Woman and Women o0 ®tohave Scavves foVsale tofgaite d s .
our Global Project in TurkeyRegister today!

CLERGY-WOME NGO S L UNGBEIUSNLS, 2011

On Saturday, August 13, 2011, there will be a luncheon for Alaimnidowest Florida
clergy women at the Regional office in ldeh. The luncheon will begin at 11:30 a.m. and
conclude around 1:30 p. m. Sponsored by the R
provides an opportunity for clergy women to support one another, network, and discuss matters
of common interestolr the purpose of strengthening their ministries.

There is no cost for clergy women to attend this luncheon. However, it is necessary to
make a reservatiopefore August 8by contacting the Regional office by phone (225-5245)
or by email at <alnwfl@al.com> so that adequate preparations can be made for the meal.



T.A.S.T.E. (Take A Student To Eat) SUNDAY

Who? Youl!

What? Intentional welcome to young adults

Where? Restaurant or home, you choose

Why? So you can get to know one another

When? Sunday, September 11, 2011

How? Gather some volunteers and personally invite young adult members and

visitors to lunch after church.

This event was inaugurated in 2009 and met with great success in many congregations.
One now has 24 young adults reglyigarticipating. In another church, an adult Sunday School
class fiadoptedo several college students and
Another church decided to include high school youth in order to establish new relationships
within the congregation. Some folks had a meal at church instead of going out. Do whatever
works for your family of faith just do it!
Rev. Diane Wood, Director of Young Adult Ministries

SENIOR ADULT RETREAT IS SET FOR NOVEMBER 3 -4, 2011

The tenth anual Senior Adult Retreat will be held at Rolling Hills
Camp and Conference Center in Calera, AL, on Thursday and Friday,

November 3 4 , 2011. The theme of the seni
Years. o Rev. Jim Powel ltension,etgenerad d pr e
ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), will be the guest leader
for the retreat. Jim states that hi
exploring who we are becoming in this, our third stage of life, sometimes
cal ed retirement. O Rev. Powel | t hinks

the harvest time of life. Rev. Powell will facilitate small group and large
group conversations about what we are learning about ourselves and the
difference we can make in ouarhilies, our church, and our world...at our own sacred pace.
Recommended reading, prior to the retreat, is a book by Joan Chittister eftibedift of
Years: Growing Older Gracefullpublished by BlueBridge Press.

Rev. Jim Powell currently serves &enior Advisor for Advancement. He served as
president of Church Extension from 1995 until beginning his current position in August 2010.
Prior to becoming president, he | ed the denom
president for conggational services. He earned a B.S. from the University of Maryland and an
M.Div. From Christian Theological Seminary in Indianapolis. He served as pastor of two
congregations in Indiana and as Associate Regional Minister in the Indiana Region peioigto
called to Church Extension.

The senior adult retreat will include music and singing led by George and Judy Dudley,
members of First Christian Church, Birmingham.. The annual business session will be
conducted by the senior adult cabinet membérs.election of new officers will be held. There
will also be a talent show, games, and book reviews. The senior adult retreat always features
rich fellowship and fun for all who participate. The retreat begins with lunch on Thursday and
concludes intte early afternoon on Friday.

Motel-type rooms are available at Rolling Hills on a ficeime, firstserved basis.
Registrants will receive a confirmation either verifying their reservation at Rolling Hills or
informing them that they may need to obtkidging on their own at the nearby Hampton Inn or
Quality Inn. There are a variety of cost options, depending upon the lodging requests of
participants. Al | of the registration infor.
Packet. Please caut the Regional office if more information is needed.




NEWS OF THE CLERGY

Phillip Gilbert was installed as minister with First Christian Church, Athens, on July 3,
2011. Frank Ellis has been called to serve as pastor with Roebuck Christian Church,
Birmingham. He began this ministry near the beginning of Apvilke Barnes has concluded
his ministry as pastor with Fairhope Christian Churclohn Alford has been called to serve as
Interim Minister with Fairhope Christian Churcbiana HodgesBatzka completed her twe
year service as Resident Pastor with First Christian Church, Montgomery, at the end of June, and
she has accepted a call to serve as pastor with a congregation in the PennsylvanialRaugon.
Wood will conclude her ministry as pastor WiVillage Christian Church, Auburn, on August
21, in order to begin a CPE Residency at the University of Alalaimaingham Medical
Center. Ben Westwill conclude his ministry as pastor with Cottondale Christian Church,
Cottondale, on August 21, in orderbegin a CPE Residency in Houston, Texas.

CONGREGATIONS SEEKING A MINISTER

Anniston, Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana
Auburn, Village

Cottondale, Cottondale

Fairhope, Fairhope (John Alford is Interim)
Foley, South Baldwin

Montgomery, First (Asociate)

Tuskegee, Union

Phillip Gilbert was installed as minister with
First Christian Church, Athens, on July 3,
2011. Pictured here (I to r) are: Bay
Chandler, Board chairperson, Phillip and
Ann Gilbert, and Regional Minister John
Mobley.

On June 12, 2011, Bill Smith was presented
with a certificate of standingand a certificate
of completion of the PEPP Program.
Pictured here (I to r) are: Bill Smith and
Associate Regional Minister Dale Braxton.

Tom Goebel was installed as minister at First
Christian Church, Tuscaloosa, on June 12,
2011. Pictured here (I to r) are Wiley Hales,

Board Chairperson, Muir Steward, Search

Committee Chairperson, Tom and Sue
Goebel and Regional MinisterJohn Mobley.




Cong egations that have formally commi:'t
intentional efforts to work against racism and toward reconciliation.

First Christian Church, Anniston
Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Anniston
First Christian Church, Birmgham
Valley Christian Church, Birmingham
First Christian Church, Dothan
First Christian Church, Ft. Walton Beach
Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Fort Walton Beach
First Christian Church, Huntsville
Mt. Pleasant Christian Church, Mathews
First Christian Church, Pensacola
Snow Hill Christian Church, Mt. Willing

STATEMENT AFFIRMING AN ANTI -RACIST IDENTITY

Recognizing the division that exists within the human family due to the sin of racism, the
AlabamaNorthwest Florida Region confirms its commitment to the call of the gospel of Jesus
Christ to be an ambassador afity and reconciliation. The Alabaridorthwest Florida Region
confesses its own participation in the sin of racism and is committed to the dismantling of
racism wherever it exists in its own institutional life and in the life and witness of its
congregaions.

Therefore, the Regional Board, on February 23, 2002, affirms all current and future
efforts within the Alabamdalorthwest Region to become an AR#cist manifestation of the Body
of Christ. This affirmation will be demonstrated through prayemgcation of resources, and
organized efforts to challenge racism wherever it exists within the Alablortawest Florida
Region.

OUTREACH GIVING UPDATE

The yeatto-date giving in 2011, through June, by congregations in Alabldonmthwest
Florida to theDisciples Mission Fund and the four Special Day Offerings (Easter, Pentecost,
Thanksgiving, and Christmas) decreased by 6.2% from the amount giveto-gsae in 2010.
Churchwide gifts to Disciples Mission Fund and the four Special Day Offerings areirsh@
7.45% decrease from the amount given yteatate in 2010. Week of Compassion gifts have
decreased by 44.36%.

Disciples outreach ministries are carried out in partnership between general ministries,
ministries of higher education, Regions, congtexps, and other related ministries of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). The financial support given by your congregation
enables this partnership to be effective in carrying out the ministry of Jesus Christ.  Your
commitment to our shared nistries is greatly appreciated.



Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

celebrates the Gospel t
ClL children come from all places and that the
0}\ 14), power of l ove at Godods
AE'—, ' Q - "’E . bring together all races, languages, cultures

and traditions. (Revelation 5: 910) We
recognize that there have been forces

RE
NO
s

» within our Church and society that have
: misshapen our seifnderstanding and
promoted division. Ackn

call to be faithful to the witness of unity
and justice, we coebks that we are sinful
and that racism is a result of our sinfulness.

Yet, God heals us and calls us to be
——————— reconciled one to another and all to God.

The Reconciliation Ministry Special Mission Offering will be promoted in congregations on
Sept. 25 & Oct. 22011

WATKINS REELECTED AS GENERAL MINISTER AND PRESIDENT
(Article taken from www.disciples.orgvritten by Sherri Emmons

NASHVILLE (7/11/110 Delegates to the Geners
Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) vo
overwhelmingly to reelect General Minister and Preside
Sharon E. Watkins for a second-gear term.

Before the vote, Watkins reflected on her six years
GMP and her plans for the next six years, pledging to

before the church ft he fadpless | enge
of Christ, o which she sai the |
neighbors at home and around the world, and to one anot
the church.

She noted the need for Aenga
openly and tenaciousl yo ence n | eft
or hot debate. o6 Specificall AWe n

about the gospel message as it relates to race and
orientation in our church.
| ong on both. o

Watkins noted progress the church has made itatedecade: 700 new and affiliating
churches, and more than 500 dactively, i nt ent
between General Ministries and regions, consolidation and streamlining of services, and a
clarification of the role of the GMP

Aln a second term I would continue to con
before us, 0 she said. Altdéds the convening of
offer in our antihierarchical, radically flat Disciples way of doifgt ng . 0

at a S



2011 BEACH MISSION CAMP
&
TRADITIONAL CAMP & CONFERENCE

This summer was an amazing time for the youth
of our region who were able to participate in @amp
prograns. Our Beach Camp kicked off the summer in
Panama City Beach, FL where youtixperienced
mission opportunities around PCB as well as took a close
. look at the idea of SOCIAL JUSTICE. Thanks to the
staff who served there! We had a wonderful time.

Our traditicnal camps, held at YMCAdargis Retreat Center, Chelsea, Alabawere
alsoquite successful. Our theme was "Got Spirit?"!!! The campers participated in workshops,
artsand crafts, music, games, canoeing, fishing, lake swim, pool swim, scavenger hunts, cook
outs, pizza nights, and MORE.... The summer staff at traditiongl/canference was awesome,
and the campers all had a marvelous time. Spirits certainly soared during this week!!!

I'd like to thank so many of you for the efforts you put into making camps/conference a
reality for our regional children and youth. From th&h fry sponsored by iFst Christian
Church Ft. Walbn Beach, to the supplies collected by Uniorhf@stianChurch, Tuskegeeand
the monetary donations made by numerous groups around the region, ALL of these EFFORTS
weregreatlyappreciated!!

If you'd like to seamorecamps/conference photos, please visit the Camp and Conference
page on the Regional Website watvw.alnwfldisciples.org Also, if you have a Facebook
account join the groupRegional Youth (and Friends) of Christian Church (DOC) in ALNWFL
to keep up with all the camp/conference and youth news arounckthienR!

Peace and Joy,
Nisha Warbington



http://www.alnwfldisciples.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/46634127815

APPLICATIONS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS FROM THE MILDRED B. WATSON
MEMORIAL FUND ARE BEING RECEIVED THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 201 1

The Mildred B. Watson Memorial Fund is a permanent fund establishtéek Mlabama
Northwest Florida Region, in partnership with Valley Christian Church, Birmingham, and the
Christian Church Foundation, that provides annual income to support leadership education for
persons in the Alabamdorthwest Florida Region.Mildred Watson supported the entire
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and had a strong desire to see young people and young
adults gain exposure to the ministries of the wider chutte valued education for all Disciples
and she particularly wanted to seisters have the education, resources, and support they need
for their service to the churciThe Mildred B. Watson Memorial Fund provides resources which
address these commitments that were dear to Mildred Watson during her lifetime.

Persons interesdein applying for a scholarship should contact the Regional office to
request an applicationThe application deadline for 201grantsis September 30, 21l
Decisionsregarding scholarship recipients will be made during October.

PORTABLE LABYRINTH DE DICATED

A dedication service for our Regional labyrinth was &ddty Village Christian Church,
Auburn, on June 5, 201Three dozen people unfolded the canvas Santa Rosa labyrinth and laid
hands on it for a prayer of blessing for the labyrinth and/ladl will walk it. In attendance were
representatives from congregations in Districts II, 1ll and 1V, three Regional staff members
(Betty Wright, Diane Wood, and John Mobley) and Carl
Flock, retired Regional Minister.

The labyrinth has already been warnimdwalkers
at the Young Adult Retreat in January, two groups in
Newnan, Georgia during Lent, and members of First
Christian Church Montgomery on Good Friday. All
congregations and fellowship groups in the Region are
invited to use the labyrinth. You magserve the labyrinth
by contacting Diane Wood atwservant@aol.coror 256
6581171.

John Alford began an interim ministry at
Fairhope Christian Church, Fairhope,
Alabama, on Sunday, July 24, 2011.



mailto:dwservant@aol.com




