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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
JUNE 

2 Honduras Partnership Task Group (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

               5 Region-wide Miracle Day - First Christian Church, Anniston 

              5 - 7 Discovery Camp (begins and ends at 10:00 a.m.) - YMCA-Hargis 

              7 - 11 Junior Camp, Chi Rho Camp, & CYF Conference (begins and ends at 10:00 a.m.) - YMCA-Hargis 

13 Ordination Service - Nathan Hartley (4:00 p.m.) - Mt. Moriah Christian Church, Letohatchee 

              14 Staff Planning meeting (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

20 - 25 Fine Arts Camp - Noah‟s Ark Retreat Center, Panama City Beach, FL 

23 - 27 ICWF/DW Quadrennial Assembly - Greensboro, NC 

26  Regional Convocation One-Day Workshop - Mt. Moriah Christian Church, Letohatchee 

28 Project Advisory Team (6:00 p.m.) - Primera Iglesia Cristiana, Ft. Walton Beach 

 

JULY 

8 - 11 National Hispanic and Bilingual Assembly - Orlando, FL 

              10 Licensing and Ordination I (9:15 a.m.) - Regional Office 

              12 - 15 Southeast Regional Fellowship (SERF) Youth Training Event - Christmount 

17 Licensing and Ordination II (9:15 a.m.) - United Christian Church, Montgomery 

23 - 24 New Beginnings Cluster Event - Location TBD 

29 - Aug. 1 National Convocation of the Christian Church - Oklahoma City, OK 

30 - 31 Young Adult Overnight Gathering - Location TBD 

          

AUGUST 

7  Clergy Summit (10:00 am - 3:00 pm) - First Christian Church, Montgomery 

              11 Licensing and Ordination I (9:15 a.m.) - Regional Office 

              13 - 14 Back-to-School Lock-In (7:30 p.m.) - First Christian Church, Birmingham, AL 

14 Annual Clergywomen‟s Luncheon (11:30 a.m.) - First Christian Church, Birmingham 

20 - 21 Back-to-School Lock-In (7:30 p.m.) - Community Center - White Hall, AL 

16 - 18 Forum of Regional Moderators - Indianapolis, IN 

              18 - 20 College of Regional Ministers - Indianapolis, IN 

23 Staff Planning meeting (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

29 Senior Adult Ministry Sunday in Alabama-Northwest Florida 

 



 

 

 

REFLECTIONS FROM THE REGIONAL MINISTER 

 
“Remembering and Renewing our Vows”  

 

 On June 1, 2010, Valya and I will have been married for 25 years.  On the 

Sunday prior to this milestone anniversary, we plan to stand before a company of 

witnesses in the presence of God to renew our wedding vows.  Just as we did 25 

years ago, we will declare to one another, in the presence of God, our love, our 

fidelity, and our commitment to a lifelong relationship of mutual devotion. 

 It is good to remember the vows we have made in earlier years.  It is good 

to ask ourselves from time to time, “Am I still as sure about these promises as I 

was back then?”  Or, to put it another way, we might ask, “Knowing what I know 

now, would I do it all over again if given an opportunity?”  Concerning my 

marriage, the answer comes easily for me.  Yes, yes!  I am even more sure today, after 25 years, about my 

promises to Valya than I was back in 1985.  And yes, yes!  With no hesitation I can say that I would 

marry her all over again. 

 If renewing one‟s vows to a spouse is a healthy discipline which is good for the relationship, it 

seems to me that there may also be some wisdom in renewing our vows to God.  Do you remember the 

promises you made to God at baptism?  Do you remember, perhaps years ago, when you declared Jesus to 

be the Christ, the Son of the living God, and you accepted him as your Lord and Savior?  Each of us has 

our own story about how we felt God reaching toward us on the day of our confession and baptism.  Each 

of us can remember the innocent way in which we wanted to respond to God, giving God our very best in 

response to God‟s love for us. 

 For many of us, the initial vows we made to God at our baptism happened a long time ago.  My 

prayer, however, is that they are not forgotten.  It is wise for us to dust off those promises we made to 

God on the day of our baptism and bring them back into the light.  If renewing the vows of marriage 

keeps one‟s commitment to his spouse fresh, is it not also going to be healthy in our relationship with 

God to renew those vows from time to time?  Do we not need to ask, “Am I still as sure as I was back 

then that I want to follow Jesus as my Lord and Savior?”  Or, “Knowing what I know now, would I do it 

all over again if given an opportunity?”  Are we still willing and ready to say to Jesus, before witnesses, 

“I believe you  to be the Christ, the Son of God, and I will follow you  for the rest of my days as Lord and 

Savior of my life and of the world”?   

 Each of us is tempted to forget our vows.  We like having the freedom to change our minds when 

we want to.  But some vows have a way of defining us, and we dare not violate them unless we are 

willing to do damage to ourselves and those to whom we make promises.  I challenge each of us, in this 

season of Pentecost, to declare openly our love and devotion to God.  Let us say to God that the 

commitment we made at baptism is a commitment we would make all over again.  Let us declare, without 

hesitation, that we are even more sure today than we were at our baptism that we want to be in this 

lifelong relationship. 

 Vows are important.  Making them defines us.  Keeping them reveals character.  Renewing them 

from time to time is a sign of wisdom. 

  

Your partner in ministry, 

 

John P. Mobley 

 

 

 

 



REFLECTIONS FROM THE ASSOCIATE REGIONAL MINISTER 

 
 The Regional Convocation one-day educational workshop will be 

held at Mount Moriah Christian Church, Calhoun Community, on June 26, 

2010.  The theme is “Saved to Serve, Live All Out,”  based on Hebrews 9:14.  

During this time we will have the opportunity to hear from Rev. Eugene 

Fisher from the Pension Fund.  He will explore the theme, placing emphasis 

on being healthy and whole.  He will also share information about the 

Pension Fund. 

 The Anti-Racism Team will discuss ways to become a true 

community, embracing each other's differences.  Come learn and participate 

in this one day event. Remember, all roads lead to Mt. Moriah. 

 

Your Partner in Ministry, 

 

Dale C. Braxton 

 

 

CLERGY SUMMIT - Saturday, August 7, 2010 

 
 All ministers with standing in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region are invited to gather at 

First Christian Church, Montgomery, on Saturday, August 7, 2010, for a “Clergy Summit.”  This 

gathering will begin at 10:00 a.m. and end no later than 3:00 p.m.  This gathering will provide an 

opportunity for reflection and conversation about the new “Statement of Mission Priorities” for the 

Region (included in this issue of The Christian).  Ministers will be challenged to make personal 

commitments to helping the Region fulfill its priorities.  

 This event will also  be a time for discussing and sharing information about the new ministry 

document that was approved by the General Assembly in 2009 and which goes into effect in the summer 

of 2011.   There will also be some items for discussion that will be initiated by the Committee on the 

Ministry. 

 All ministers with standing, active and retired, are encouraged to attend this gathering.  In order 

to prepare adequately for the lunch that will be provided, reservations must be made no later than August 

2, 2010. 

   

ñLETôS TALKò SPRING EVENT SUCCESSFUL 

 

 Change is never easy, but it appears the change in 

the spring event for Disciples Women was a success.  

Representatives from the five districts of  the Region were 

in attendance at the “Let„s Talk“ event held on May 8 at 

Montgomery, First.  Having the opportunity to break into 

groups and discuss the nature of various groups was quite 

exciting.  The attendees were reassured with the knowledge 

that women‟s work is alive and well, but with the 

knowledge that things are changing.  A greeting from 

Executive Director of IDWM, Adonna Bowman, was shared with the group.  Regional Minister John 

Mobley offered words of appreciation for women‟s work and encouragement as we transition into the 21
st
 

century.  A “Table Talk”  presentation by the  Disciples Women of Anniston, First, told of how they have 

made changes in their group.    Suggestions as to how to use the magazine, ñJust Women,ò were offered.  

Each person in attendance received a copy of the magazine and a copy of the study guide.  There was a 

presentation of  the Woman-to-Woman Worldwide trip  to  Israel-Palestine, by Brenda Matkin, Study 

Director, Huntsville, First.   The ladies enjoyed a delicious meal and the  group departed with a feeling of 

energy as they look to the future of  Disciples Women. 



 

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY APPROVES PARTNERSHIPS IN HONDURAS 
 

 At the Regional Assembly in Decatur on April 23-25, 2010, the Alabama-Northwest Florida 

Region approved a resolution to invite two Christian groups in Honduras into a partnership.  As of this 

writing, we are awaiting responses from these two groups to our invitation.  In the box below are the 

letters that have gone to these two groups.  We are hopeful for a positive response.  A team of persons is 

in conversation already about sending persons from this Region on another trip to Honduras in February, 

2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Marisela Araujo and the Christian Commission for Development in Honduras, 
 
 It is with great joy that I write this letter to you on behalf of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Alabama-
Northwest Florida.  At our Regional Assembly on April 24, 2010, enthusiastic support was given to the recommendation that 
we invite the Christian Commission for Development in Honduras to be in a mission partnership with us.  This partnership, 
we hope, will be mutually beneficial as we seek to serve Christ as brothers and sisters in mission and ministry.  By this 
invitation to you, we are declaring our desire to be in a relationship with you and to partner with you as you carry out the 
ministry to which you are called.  In like manner, your acceptance of this invitation will indicate to us your desire to be our 
partner also, helping us face the challenges before us as we seek to be faithful to God in our own context. 
 
 If the Christian Commission for Development in Honduras should accept this invitation into a mission partnership 
with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Alabama-Northwest Florida, we will rely on Global Ministries for help and 
counsel in determining the specific ways that this partnership can be developed.  We are excited about the possibilities, and 
we hope to receive a response from you in the near future.  
 
 May God bless you and strengthen you for the ministry to which you have been called. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John P. Mobley 
Regional Minister 
 

 
***************************************************************************** 

 
Dear Rev. Carlos Velásquez and the Evangelical and Reformed Church of Honduras, 
 
 It is with great joy that I write this letter to you on behalf of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Alabama-
Northwest Florida.  At our Regional Assembly on April 24, 2010, enthusiastic support was given to the recommendation that 
we invite the Evangelical and Reformed Church of Honduras to be in a mission partnership with us.  This partnership, we 
hope, will be mutually beneficial as we seek to serve Christ as brothers and sisters in mission and ministry.  By this invitation 
to you, we are declaring our desire to be in a relationship with you and to partner with you as you carry out the ministry to 
which you are called.  In like manner, your acceptance of this invitation will indicate to us your desire to be our partner also, 
helping us face the challenges before us as we seek to be faithful to God in our own context. 
 
 If the Evangelical and Reformed Church of Honduras should accept this invitation into a mission partnership with 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Alabama-Northwest Florida, we will rely on Global Ministries for help and counsel 
in determining the specific ways that this partnership can be developed.  We are excited about the possibilities, and we hope 
to receive a response from you in the near future.  
 
 May God bless you and strengthen you for the ministry to which you have been called. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John P. Mobley 
Regional Minister 
 



NEW OFFICERS ARE INSTALLED AT 

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

 New officers for the Alabama-Northwest 

Florida Region for the 2010-2012 biennium were 

elected and installed at the Regional Assembly in April 

at First Christian Church, Decatur.  They include (left 

to right): Kay Stegall, Moderator, Stuart Price, 

Moderator-Elect, Gary Edge, First Vice Moderator, 

Melvia Carter, Second Vice Moderator, Jose Diaz, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 

 

REGION HONORS SUSAN HENDERSON 

 Susan Henderson, the Region‟s Administrative Assistant/Office 

Manager, was honored at the Regional Assembly in April for her 10 

years of service to the Region.  The Assembly gave a standing ovation to 

Susan for her valuable contributions which enrich every activity of the 

Region‟s ministry.  The former Moderator, Ellis Hill, and the current 

Moderator, Kay Stegall presented her with a floral arrangement, a card, 

and a monetary gift of appreciation from the Region. 

 

REGIONAL CONVOCATION PLANS ONE-DAY WORKSHOP - JUNE 26, 2010 

 The Regional Convocation of Alabama-Northwest Florida extends an 

invitation to the entire Region to participate in the one-day educational workshop 

that will be held on Saturday, June 26, 2010, at the Mt. Moriah Christian Church in 

Letohatcheee, AL.  The theme for the day will be “Saved to Serve: Live It All Out” 

and the key scripture is Hebrews 9:14.   

 The Resource Leader for this educational workshop will be Rev. Eugene 

Fisher, who serves as a vice-president with the Pension Fund of the Christian 

Church.  Prior to his service with the Pension Fund about three years ago, Rev. 

Fisher served as the leading minister for the Reconciliation Mission of the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ).  A native of Columbus, Ohio, Rev. Fisher was raised in the Woodland 

Christian Church.  He received a B.S. degree from Franklin University in Columbus, Ohio, and a Master 

of Divinity degree from Christian Theological Seminary in Indianapolis, Indiana.  He has served 

congregations in Indiana, Ohio, and Missouri.  He is married and is the father of two grown children. 

 Registration forms were included in the May Leader‟s Packet.  The cost for participation is $25 

for adults and $20 for youth.   Checks may be made payable to “Convocation of the Christian Church in 

AL-NW FL” and mailed to Maldonia Jackson, Treasurer, 191 Jackson Road, Hayneville, AL 36040.    

 

A service of recognition for Chaplain Jonathan R. Fisher took 

place at First Christian Church, Huntsville, on April 25, 2010.  

The service celebrated Rev. Fisher‟s prior ordination in another 

denomination and was a time of re-commitment for his ministry 

within the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  Rev. Fisher‟s 

ministerial standing and chaplaincy endorsement was granted by 

the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) earlier this year.  

Pictured here with Rev. Fisher, is his wife and their two children. 



Rev. Mitchell E. James was presented with the Honored 

Minister‟s Pin on April 25, 2010, at Snow Hill Christian 

Church, where Rev. James was a special guest on that day.  

Rev. James ministry, which has spanned many decades, 

was celebrated, and formal expression was given for his 

many contributions to the ministry of the church.  At the 

end of 2009, Rev. James retired from active ministry and 

concluded his time as pastor with the Mt. Pleasant 

Christian Church in Mathews, AL. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 A program "Celebrating Faith, Family and Friends," was held on 

Saturday, April 17, 2010, at Sellers Memorial Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ), White Hall, Alabama.     Special guest speakers included Mrs. 

Sheryl Nelson, Letohatchee, New Hope; Mrs. Rosa Moore, a member of 

Unity Baptist Church, and Mrs. Angela Gresham, a member of Pleasant 

Green Baptist Church, which are both located in White Hall, Alabama.   

Guest soloist was Mrs. Teresa Baker, member of Friendship Missionary 

Baptist Church, Hayneville, AL.  Following the messages from the 

speakers, all persons attending were treated to a meal in the church's 

fellowship hall. 
Pictured (l to r) are: Pastor Clifford Jackson, Sr., Mrs. Rosa Moore, Mrs. Teresa Baker, Mrs. Sheryl  Nelson, Miss Jazyme Gresham, 

Mrs. Angela Gresham and Mr. Pernell Gresham. 

 
 Village Christian Church hosted a joyous anniversary celebration 

on May 16, 2010, marking more than 50 years of ministry, including 20 at 

the current location.  During the worship celebration, the church building, 

membership, meditation garden and labyrinth were rededicated to the 

glory of God. Rev. Tommy Morgan was recognized as a Timothy of the 

congregation. Regional Minister John Mobley offered a message entitled 

"Embracing the Future in Faith." The families of Hal and Lura Ann 

Decker and Billy Nolan were present for the dedication of the new church 

sign (pictured left) made possible by  gifts in loving memory of these 

devoted servants.    

 Guests enjoyed the new benches at the labyrinth and a new walkway to the pavilion, where a fellowship 

meal was enjoyed by all.  Assisting with communion was Carl Flock, retired Regional Minister, who preached the 

first sermon at the new building twenty years ago. Former pastor Pat Yates and her spouse Cecil were welcomed 

with great affection on their first visit back to Auburn since retirement. Guests enjoyed reminiscing as they viewed 

the commemorative scrapbook that included fond memories from former students, members, and pastors. 

THE ALABAMA-NORTHWEST FLORIDA REGION  

CELEBRATES THE UPCOMING INSTALLATION OF 

 

DALE C. BRAXTON  
 

AS PRESIDENT  

of THE NATIONAL CONVOCATION  

of THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 

 

 

Note:  Rev. Braxton will be installed at the meeting of the National Convocation that will take place in 

Oklahoma City, OK, July 29 - August 2, 2010.   There is still time to register for this biennial gathering of the 

Convocation.  Please contact the Regional office if more information is needed.  

 

 



STATEMENT OF MISSION PRIORITIES FOR THE  

CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN ALABAMA-NORTHWEST FLORIDA 
(for the decade beginning in 2010) 

 

The Alabama-Northwest Florida Region will continue its commitment to carrying out its two-fold purpose as stated for all 

Regions in the Design for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ): 

 

 1) to extend the ministry of Christ in mission, teaching, witness and service among the people and social structures of 

the region; and 

 2) to establish, receive and nurture congregations in the region, providing help, counsel and pastoral care to members, 

ministers and congregations in their mutual relationships, and relating them to the worldwide mission and witness of the whole 

church 

 

The Region believes its congregations are seeking partnership with the Region to achieve the following goals: 

 

 ƴ a renewed spiritual identity and practice 

 ƴ a renewed and equipped Christian leadership and discipleship 

ƴ a renewed commitment to mission in local communities and around the world 
 

●During the decade beginning in 2010, the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region will demonstrate its commitment to partnering 

with congregations seeking to achieve a renewed spiritual identity and practice by: 

 

*facilitating spiritual growth opportunities through retreats, small groups, and workshops 

*promoting ministries that encourage faith development in children and youth  

 *promoting true community 

 *providing information on resources for spiritual growth and development  

 *providing training in Disciples history, polity, and witness 

 

●During the decade beginning in 2010, the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region will demonstrate its commitment to partnering 

with congregations seeking to achieve a renewed and equipped Christian leadership and discipleship by: 

           

 *providing training and support for ministers 

*evaluating the PEPP ministry, making changes as needed, in order to equip clergy and laity for leadership in the church  

 *providing a camp/conference ministry 

 *providing ministries to and with young adults 

 *providing training opportunities for elders and deacons 

 *providing boundary training for congregations 

*enlisting and training mentors for persons in Ministry Care and other persons in ministry as deemed appropriate by the 

Committee on the Ministry 

 *providing support for congregations engaged in search and call 

*providing training, as requested, for leadership roles/responsibilities in congregations 

*nurturing the spiritual formation and leadership skills of youth, young adults, men, women and seniors through retreats 

and training events 

 *facilitating networking between congregations to support them in their ministries  

 

●During the decade beginning in 2010, the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region will demonstrate its commitment to partnering 

with congregations seeking to achieve a renewed commitment to mission in local communities and around the world by: 

 

 *providing training in evangelism  

 *sponsoring Miracle Days as needed 

 *facilitating mission partnerships both locally and globally 

*providing encouragement and assistance to congregations to live out an identity as Global Mission Congregations 

 *supporting efforts to establish new congregations 

*providing resources for engaging in justice and reconciliation ministries 

 

As part of its work in these areas of priority, the Region commits also to: 
 

  establishing and encouraging partnerships wherever possible to work toward common goals 

 continuing its historic witness to Christian unity   

  giving witness to its anti-racist/pro-reconciliation identity in all of its structural and missional life  

 making use of available technology to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of its ministries,                                                   

 keeping in mind its commitment to faithful stewardship of the church‟s resources 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTREACH GIVING UPDATE 
 

 The giving, through April, 2010, by congregations in Alabama-Northwest Florida to the Disciples 

Mission Fund and the four Special Day Offerings (Easter, Pentecost, Thanksgiving, and Christmas) is showing a 

5.38% increase from the amount given in 2009.  Church-wide gifts to Disciples Mission Fund and the four 

Special Day Offerings decreased by 4.18% from the amount given in 2009.  Week of Compassion giving in 

Alabama-Northwest Florida (regular and designated) increased by 134.59% over the amount given in 2009.   

 Disciples outreach ministries are carried out in partnership between general ministries, ministries of 

higher education, Regions, congregations, and other related ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ).  The financial support given by your congregation enables this partnership to be effective in carrying out 

the ministry of  Jesus Christ.   Your commitment to our shared ministries is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

NEWS OF THE CLERGY 
       

 Nathan Hartley has been approved for ordination by the Regional Committee on the Ministry and will 

be ordained on June 13, 2010, at Mt. Moriah Christian Church in Letohatchee, where he has served as pastor for 

the past 14 years.  Jonathan Hall has been approved for ordination by the Regional Committee on the Ministry.  

A service of ordination will take place at First Christian Church, Huntsville, on July 11, 2010.  

 C.J. Cobb has announced his resignation as pastor with First Christian Church, Cullman.  His final 

Sunday will be May 23.  Jerry Smith has been called to serve as pastor with Cedar Plains Christian Church in 

Falkville after several months of service in a supply capacity.  Beth Thomason has accepted a call to serve as 

pastor with Madison Christian Church in Madison, Alabama.  She will conclude her 11-year ministry as Youth 

Minister with First Christian Church, Huntsville, on August 6.  Bob Stegall will conclude his ministry as 

Interim Minister with Madison Christian Church near the beginning of August. 

 

 

CONGREGATIONS SEEKING A MINISTER 

 

 Cullman, First 

 Tuscaloosa, First (Phillip Hayes is Interim) 

 

 

REFUND POLICY 

 

 Refund Policy for events sponsored by the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region:  100% 

refund for emergencies, provided that  notification is received prior to the beginning of the event;  

50% refund for emergencies in which notification(written) is made after the beginning of the event;  

100% refund for non-emergencies if requested in writing at least seven days prior to the first day of 

the event;  No refunds will be given for non-emergency cancellations after seven days prior to the 

beginning of the event.  Written requests for refunds must be received by the Regional Office, 861 

Highway 52, Helena, AL 35080 (email <alnwfl@aol.com>), within seven days of the last day of 

the event.  

 While refunds are not available other than as outlined in this policy, substitutions will be 

allowed as long as the original registrant, or responsible adult, is able to locate an eligible 

participant who is able to take the slot and as long as the original registrant, or responsible adult, 

communicates this information to the Regional office.  The Region will not be responsible in 

assisting in identifying a substitute.  Notification should be provided to the Regional Office as soon 

as possible and any substitute must complete the necessary paperwork prior to arrival at the event. 

 

Approved by the Regional Board, February 20, 2010 

 

 



 

 

 

REBECCA HALE CALLED AS  

TRANSITIONAL REGIONAL MINISTER IN FLORIDA 

 
 

 The Regional Board of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Florida has called 

Rebecca L. Hale as its transitional regional minister, effective April 9. Hale's selection was 

confirmed by a unanimous vote of the board after recommendation from the region's transitional 

search committee. Previously, Hale was acting regional minister for the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) in Tennessee, and a consultant for congregational transformation and 

leadership development.  

 From December 2006 until May 2009, she was the transitional interim regional minister 

and president for the Northwest Regional Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). "We have 

been blessed by Rev. Hale's leadership during the past three months, and appreciate her 

willingness to remain working alongside us in this shared ministry," said a statement signed by 

Brenda Caban, moderator, and Dawn Robinette, moderator-elect. "We look forward to her 

continued leadership in this challenging time of our region." Read Hale's biography at: 

www.floridadisciples.org/r_hale.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OHIO MINISTER CHOSEN TO LEAD ILLINOIS AND WISCONSIN REGION 

 
 

 Teresa Dulyea-Parker has been elected as the new regional minister and president for 

the Christian Church in Illinois and Wisconsin. Dulyea-Parker has been pastor of First Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) in Medina, Ohio since 1997. She was elected on Saturday, April 17 

and will start work on Aug. 1. A team is being formed to assist Dulyea-Parker, the regional staff 

and membership in making the transition. 

 "Teresa is a consistently excellent preacher, always well prepared, clear in 

communication, justice seeking and peace centered," wrote one ministry colleague. "She is a 

great teacher and spiritually profound." 

 Dulyea-Parker earned a bachelor's of science degree in economics from Western 

Michigan University, a M.Div. Degree from Christian Theological Seminary, and a D. Min 

Degree from Ecumenical Theological Seminary. She has served as a pastor at churches in Michigan, Oregon and 

Indiana, and is married to Disciples minister Al Dulyea-Parker. To learn more about Teresa  

Dulyea-Parker, see: www.cciwdisciples.org 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL BOARD MEETS IN INDIANAPOLIS FOR WORSHIPFUL WORK 

 
 The 2010 General Board met in Indianapolis from April 17-20 for its annual meeting. Prayer 

and discernment guided the group's work as it reviewed reports from general and regional ministries, 

updates on several church-wide initiatives and received a statement from General Minister and 

President Sharon Watkins about her intention to seek a second six-year term. 

 

Read the overview at: www.disciples.org/tabid/58/itemid/590/2010-GB-Meets-In-Indianapolis.aspx 

  

 

 

http://www.floridadisciples.org/r_hale.htm
http://www.cciwdisciples.org/
http://www.disciples.org/tabid/58/itemid/590/2010-GB-Meets-In-Indianapolis.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



"Top Ten" Lists for 2009 

  

 Statistics never tell the whole story.  The vitality of a congregation is most accurately measured by seeing persons 

drawn closer to God and by seeing lives changed through the worship, fellowship, and service of that congregation.  Statistics, 

however, can offer us signs of hope that such vitality is being experienced in our Region.  We celebrate these signs of hope and 

affirm those congregations on our "Top Ten" lists for 2009. 

 

Ten Largest Congregations in 2009 
(in participating members) 

 
1. Huntsville, First (363) 6. Pensacola, First (192) 
2. Birmingham, First (340) 7. Ft. Deposit, Snow Hill (186) 
3. Ft. Deposit, Bethlehem (294) 8. Ft. Walton Beach, First (170) 
4. Florence, First (224) 9. Montgomery, First (168) 
5. Mobile, Azalea Hills (220) 10. Tuskegee, Union (167) 
 

Highest Percentage of Net Growth in 2009 
(in participating members) 

 
1. Ft. Walton Beach, Primera (+) 6. Tuscaloosa, First (20.00%) 
2. Greenville, Ambassadors  (171.43%) 7. Fairhope, Fairhope (13.01%) 
3. Huntsville, Grateful Life (109.09%)   8. Foley, South Baldwin (12.50%) 
4. Hayneville, Mt. Zion (51.11%)   9. Ft. Deposit, Snow Hill (12.05%) 
5.  Greenville, Harrison St. (48.84%)   10. Anniston, Primera (11.63%) 
 

Highest Average Worship Attendance in 2009 

 
1. Huntsville, First (217) 6. Huntsville, Grateful Life (120) 
2. Ft. Deposit, Bethlehem (215) 7. Pensacola, First (114) 
3. Birmingham, First (169) 8. Ft. Deposit, Snow Hill (100) 
4. Florence, First (145) 9. Decatur, First (94) 
5. Montgomery, First (129) 10. Mobile, Azalea Hills (93) 
   10. Fairhope, Fairhope (93) 

 

Most Baptisms in 2009 

 
1. Hayneville, Mt. Zion (15) 6. Huntsville, First (7) 
2. Ft. Deposit, Bethlehem (14) 7. Greenville, Ambassadors for Christ (6) 
3. Florence, First (13) 8. Birmingham, Macedonia (3) 
4. Ft. Deposit, Snow Hill (10) 8. Decatur, First (3) 
5. Mobile, Azalea Hills (8) 8. Valhermoso Springs, First (3)  
   8. Montgomery, First (3) 
 

Most Total Additions in 2009 

 
1. Huntsville, Grateful Life (55) 6. Ft. Deposit, Snow Hill (20) 
2. Hayneville, Mt. Zion (38) 7. Mobile, Azalea Hills (18) 
3. Ft. Walton Beach, Primera (29) 8. Huntsville, First (17)  
4. Florence, First (25) 9. Birmingham, First (16) 
5. Fairhope, Fairhope (22)  9. Montgomery, First (16) 

 

Highest Disciples Mission Fund Support in 2009 
 

1. Birmingham, First ($39,022) 6. Pensacola, First ($11,267) 
2. Huntsville, First ($29,267) 7. Florence, First ($9,945) 
3. Montgomery, First ($28,841) 8. Ft. Walton Beach, First ($9,775) 
4. Birmingham, Valley ($19,240)9. Tuskegee, Union ($8,936) 
5. Helena, Grace ($17,007) 10. Tuscaloosa, First ($6,985) 
 

Disciples Outreach (including designated gifts) in 2009 

 
1. Birmingham, First ($59,399) 6. Helena, Grace ($17,759) 
2. Huntsville, First ($45,612) 7. Pensacola, First ($16,049) 
3. Montgomery, First ($38,862) 8. Decatur, First ($14,845) 
4. Birmingham, Valley ($23,989)9. Fairhope, Fairhope ($14,780) 
5. Florence, First ($18,560) 10. Tuskegee, Union ($14,118) 
  
 

Highest Per Capita Disciples Outreach Giving in 2009 

 
1.  Falkville, Cedar Plains ($290.92)  6. Tuscaloosa, First ($139.15) 
2. Birmingham, Valley ($282.22)       7. Huntsville, First ($125.65) 
3. Montgomery, First ($231.32)        8. Decatur, First ($112.46) 
4. Birmingham, First ($174.70)         9. Ft. Walton Beach, Primera ($90.17) 
5. Pensacola, First ($156.15)            10. Tuskegee, Union ($84.53) 
 

Highest Week of Compassion Giving in 2009 

 
1. Montgomery, First ($3,483)               6. Tuskegee, Union ($1,567) 
2. Huntsville, First ($3,183)                     7. Pensacola, First ($1,203) 
3. Fairhope, Fairhope ($1,841)               8. Valley, First of River View ($1,200) 
4. Hartselle, First ($1,746)                       9. Minter, Braggs ($1,061) 
5. Birmingham, First ($1,695)                10. Tuscaloosa, First ($1,038) 
 

Highest Reconciliation Giving in 2009 

 
1. Huntsville, First ($3,187)                      6. Tuscaloosa, First ($755) 
2. Falkville, Cedar Plains($1,765)           7. Ft. Deposit, Snow Hill ($600) 
3. Birmingham, First ($1,475)                  8. Tuskegee, Union ($560) 
4. Fairhope, Fairhope ($1,000)                9. Florence, First ($555) 
5. Montgomery, First ($765)                  10. Hartselle, First ($465) 
 

Highest Easter Offering in 2009 

 
1. Huntsville, First ($2,473)                 6. Hartselle, First ($820) 
2. Montgomery, First ($1,837)           7. Tuskegee, Union ($800) 
3. Birmingham, First ($1,330)             8. Mobile, Azalea Hills ($681) 
4. Fairhope, Fairhope ($1,314)           9. Birmingham, Valley ($650) 
5. Florence, First ($837)                     10. Tuscaloosa, First ($571) 
 

Highest Pentecost Offering in 2009 

 
1. Florence, First ($1,310)                        6. Tuskegee, Union ($700) 
2. Fairhope, Fairhope ($1,109)               7. Birmingham, First ($613) 
3. Hartselle, First ($899)                           8. Montgomery, First ($495) 
4. Mobile, Azalea Hills ($727)                  9. Decatur, First ($413) 
5. Cottondale, Cottondale ($721)          10. Ft. Walton Beach, Primera ($380) 
 

Highest Thanksgiving Offering in 2009 

 
1. Huntsville, First ($2,721)                       6. Hartselle, First ($592) 
2. Montgomery, First ($1,599)                 7. Cottondale, Cottondale ($590) 
3. Fairhope, Fairhope ($925)                    8. Tuskegee, Union ($520) 
4. Birmingham, First ($841)                      9. Letohatchee, Big Union ($500) 
5. Falkville, Cedar Plains ($745)              10. Tuscaloosa, First ($463) 
 

Highest Christmas Offering in 2009 

 
1. Birmingham, First ($14,423)               6. Tuskegee, Union ($1,085) 
2. Florence, First ($4,563)                        7. Tuscaloosa, First ($1,045) 
3. Huntsville, First ($2,721)                     8. Falkville, Cedar Plains ($810) 
4. Fairhope, Fairhope ($2,118)               9. Birmingham, Valley ($805) 
5. Montgomery, First ($1,842)              10. Cottondale, Cottondale ($715) 
 
 

Note: Only those congregations that returned Year 
Book Report Forms are in the growth/attendance 
statistics. 


