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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER  
AUGUST 

7   Clergy Summit (10:00 am - 3:00 pm) - First Christian Church, Montgomery 

11 Licensing and Ordination I (9:15 a.m.) - Regional Office 

13 - 14 Back-to-School Lock-In (7:30 p.m.) - First Christian Church, Birmingham, AL 

14 Annual Clergywomenôs Luncheon (11:30 a.m.) - First Christian Church, Birmingham 

20 - 21 Back-to-School Lock-In (7:30 p.m.) - Jackson-Steele Community Center - White Hall, AL  

16 - 18 Forum of Regional Moderators - Indianapolis, IN 

18 - 20 College of Regional Ministers - Indianapolis, IN 

29 ñSenior Adult Sundayò in Alabama-Northwest Florida 

 

SEPTEMBER 

7 Licensing and Ordination II (9:15 a.m.) - United Christian Church, Montgomery 

11 Anti-Racism Team (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

12 T.A.S.T.E. Sunday (Take A Student To Eat)  

12 Miracle Day Dedication Service (5:00 p.m.) - First Christian Church, Anniston 

14 - 16 Southeast Regional Fellowship (SERF) Retreat - Black Mountain, NC 

18 Regional Board (10:00 a.m.) - First Christian Church, Birmingham 

19 PEPP Graduation (5:00 p.m.) - First Christian Church, Birmingham 

21 - 23 Churchwide Pastors Conference - San Diego, CA 

25 Program Committee on Church Development (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

29 Staff Planning meeting (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

26 - Oct. 3 Reconciliation Offering promotion 

 

OCTOBER 

2 Division of Mission (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office  

3 World Communion Sunday and Reconciliation Offering  

8 - 10 Regional Womenôs Retreat - Camp Chandler (near Wetumpka, AL) 

13  Licensing and Ordination I (9:15 a.m.) - Regional Office 

16 Disciples Menôs Cabinet (8:30 a.m.) - Regional Office 

16 Division of Nurture (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

23 Division of Administration and Stewardship (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

30 Program Committee on the Regional Assembly (10:00 a.m.) - New Hope Christian                    

 Church, Letohatchee 

 

 

 

 



REFLECTIONS FROM THE REGIONAL MI NISTER 

 

 Near the end of 2008, the Anti-Racism Team in Alabama-Northwest Florida developed a resource for 

congregations to use in giving witness to their identity as anti-racist/pro-reconciling congregations.  The resource is 

in the form of a booklet and it is now referred to as the ñTrue Communityò booklet.  This booklet doesnôt tell any 

individual or any congregation how to think or what to do about the issue of racism.  It does, however, encourage 

congregations to be intentional in their efforts to address this issue.  It even suggests that ñTrue Community Teamsò 

might be empowered to guide the congregations in their efforts.  The booklet organizes its suggestions around the 

following actions: praying, studying, organizing, relating, giving, and working.  It offers helpful ideas and points to 

resources which can be helpful. 

 The booklet has a commitment card attached to a perforation on the back page.  Congregations were asked to 

make a commitment to an anti-racist identity and to use the ñTrue Communityò booklet as a guide to help them be 

intentional in their pro-reconciliation efforts.  They were asked to tear off the commitment card and to have it signed 

(by moderator and minister) and returned to the Regional office. 

 The Anti-Racism Team and I are thrilled about the four congregations in the Alabama-Northwest Florida 

Region that have returned their cards saying that they consider themselves to be anti-racist congregations:   They are: 

 

           First Christian Church, Anniston 

First Christian Church, Birmingham 

Snow Hill Christian Church, Mt. Willing 

First Christian Church, Huntsville 

 

 I have to believe that many other congregations want to go on record as being intentionally anti-racist, but I 

do not have their cards.  I want to believe that other Disciples congregations, which gather around a communion table 

of unity and grace each Sunday, want to see an end to the hurt and division caused by racism, but I do not have their 

cards.  I want to believe that other Disciples congregations are willing to acknowledge that racism exists in the world 

and that it is not a part of Godôs design for humanity and that Godôs people, the church, must work against it, but I do 

not have their cards. 

 If a congregation is not willing to declare itself to be ñanti-racist,ò then one might wonder if that same 

congregation is content with a ñracistò identity, one which says that the reality of racism, which provides privileges 

to some and oppression to others, is not a problem or an issue for us.  I cannot believe any Disciples congregation 

would hold to such an attitude.  And yes, I do wish I had other cards so that we could print a long list of 

congregations in Alabama-Northwest Florida that are declaring themselves to be anti-racist and pro-reconciling. 

 I have been around long enough to know that with any promotion to congregations, many things can happen 

which diminish the response.  Pastors and key leaders can miss meetings where new initiatives are introduced.  Board 

agendas can unintentionally omit important items.  Important letters and reminders can get lost in tall stacks of mail 

and other paper work.  These occurrences are common place, and I realize that.  However, it is not too late to let this 

important item re-emerge for your congregations. 

 So, as we look toward the annual Reconciliation Offering promotion in September,  I want  to believe that 

there are many, not just four, congregations that care about true community and are willing to say, ñThe church can 

count on our congregation to be a part of the movement to resist racism in all its forms, in the spirit of Jesus Christ.ò  

Participation in this important offering is an indication of your congregationôs commitment to an anti-racist identity. 

 We have a few True Community booklets still available.  Multiple copies were hand-delivered to many 

pastors in 2008 and additional copies were mailed to all pastors and Board chairs/moderators.  I hope each 

congregation can locate theirs.  It may be found on the Regionôs website by following this link: 

 

 http://www.alnwfldisciples.org/Portals/1155/reconciliationbooklet.pdf  

 

 I hope to include a section in future issues of this newsletter which lists the congregations that have returned 

commitment cards.  I do hope all of our congregations, and not just four, will be proud to be included among those 

congregations that are committed to the resistance of racism in hopes that we may one day experience ñtrue 

communityò in the church of Jesus Christ. 

  

Your partner in ministry, 

John P. Mobley 

 



CLERGY SUMMIT - Saturday, August 7, 2010 

 

 All ministers with standing in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region are invited to gather at First Christian 

Church, Montgomery, on Saturday, August 7, 2010, for a ñClergy Summit.ò  This gathering will begin at 10:00 a.m. 

and end no later than 3:00 p.m.  This gathering will provide an opportunity for reflection and conversation about the 

new ñStatement of Mission Prioritiesò for the Region.  Ministers will be challenged to make personal commitments 

to helping the Region fulfill its priorities.  

 This event will also  be a time for discussing and sharing information about the new ministry document that 

was approved by the General Assembly in 2009 and which goes into effect in the summer of 2011.   There will also 

be some items for discussion that will be initiated by the Committee on the Ministry. 

 All ministers with standing, active and retired, are encouraged to attend this gathering.  In order to prepare 

adequately for the lunch that will be provided, reservations must be made no later than August 2, 2010.  Please 

contact John Mobley at <jpmobley2@aol.com> to make your reservation. 

 

 

 

CLERGY -WOMENôS  LUNCHEON - AUGUST 14, 2010 

 

 On Saturday, August 14, 2010, there will be a luncheon for Alabama-Northwest Florida clergy women at 

First Christian Church, Birmingham (4954 Valleydale Road).  The luncheon will begin at 11:30 a.m. and conclude 

around 1:30 p.m.  Sponsored by the Regionôs Committee on the Ministry, this luncheon provides an opportunity for 

clergy women to support one another, network, and discuss matters of common interest for the purpose of 

strengthening their ministries. 

 There is no cost for clergy women to attend this luncheon.  However, it is necessary to make a reservation by 

contacting the Regional office by phone (205-425-5245) or by email at <alnwfl@aol.com> so that adequate 

preparations can be made for the meal. 

 

 

NEWS OF THE CLERGY  

 

 Beth Thomason will begin her new ministry as  pastor with Madison Christian Church in Madison, 

Alabama, on August 8.  Carl Tinnea will return to South Baldwin Christian Church, Foley, as pastor beginning 

August 22. 

 Jim Osborne has concluded his ministry as pastor with First Christian Church, Athens, in order to begin a 

new ministry in Eugene, Oregon, as pastor with Allison Park Christian Church.  Connie Bradow has retired from her 

ministry as pastor with Westwood Christian Church in Pensacola.  Her retirement began at the end of June.  Ken 

Whisenant has ended his ministry as pastor with First Christian Church, Hartselle. 

 

 

 

 

CONGREGATIONS SEEKING A MINISTER  

 

 Athens, First 

 Cullman, First 

 Hartselle, First 

 Pensacola, Westwood 

 Tuscaloosa, First (Phillip Hayes is Interim)  

 

 

       

   
        Jonathan Hall (pictured center) was ordained at  

        First Christian Ch urch, Huntsville, on July 11, 2010.   

        Pictured here are other participants in the service.   

 

mailto:jpmobley2@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A service of installation and commissioning for new deacons 

and elders was held at Sellers Memorial Christian Church on 

Sunday, June 27, 2010.  Pictured here (l to r) are:  Pastor 

Clifford Jackson, Tarvis A. Jackson (new deacon), Gwendolyn 

J. Johnson (new deacon), Ethelyn D. Williams (new elder), and 

Regional Minister John Mobley. 

 

 
Nathan Hartley, pictured center, was ordained at Mt. Moriah 

Christian Church on Sunday, June 13, 2010.  Pictured with 

him are other participants in the service. 

 

 

OUTREACH GIVING UPDATE  

 

 The giving, through June, 2010, by congregations in Alabama-Northwest Florida to the Disciples Mission 

Fund and the four Special Day Offerings (Easter, Pentecost, Thanksgiving, and Christmas) is showing a 4.62% 

increase from the amount given in 2009.  Church-wide gifts to Disciples Mission Fund and the four Special Day 

Offerings decreased by 5.75% from the amount given in 2009.  Week of Compassion giving in Alabama-Northwest 

Florida (regular and designated) increased by 134.44% over the amount given through June, 2009.   

 Disciples outreach ministries are carried out in partnership between general ministries, ministries of higher 

education, Regions, congregations, and other related ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  The 

financial support given by your congregation enables this partnership to be effective in carrying out the ministry of  

Jesus Christ.   Your commitment to our shared ministries is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

NEW BOOK FROM CHALICE PRESS IS HELPFUL FOR CHURCH ELDERS  

 Eldership at the Lordôs Table    

By Lara Blackwood Pickrel 

 

 Eldership at the Lordôs Table meets the needs of Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) elders in the 21st 

century. Elders may minister in a variety of ways, but the one common ministry setting for elders throughout the 

denomination is weekly ministry at the Lordôs Table. This resource offers elders the instruction and assistance they 

need for their Table Ministry without expecting them to read a lengthy volume on history and theology.  

 Eldership provides the reader with a concise history of Table eldership with the Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ), a brief treatment of common Disciplesô theology of the Lordôs Supper, helpful hints on how to craft 

meaningful and brief communion prayers for both bread and cup, examples of communion prayers, and annotated 

lists of resources that can be consulted by elders if they would like to study further or seek assistance in other areas. 

 

ISBN# 978-08272-08254       

26 pages     

Price:  $3.99  

 

Chalice Press Customer Service Phone Number:  1-800-366-3383 

Web Site:  www.chalicepress.com    

 

 

 

http://www.chalicepress.com/


 

AUGUST 29, 2010, IS ñSENIOR ADULT SUNDAYò  

IN THE ALABAMA -NORTHWEST FLORIDA REGION  

 

 Congregations in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region are asked to recognize all senior adults in worship 

on Sunday, August 29, 2010.  Persons in this age group provide strength and support to the congregations of which 

they are part.  Many senior adults have been serving in the ministry of the church for decades, providing leadership 

and exercising the gifts God has given them so that the church can have a vital ministry.  Our senior adults are 

worthy of a special Sunday in which they may be honored and thanked. 

 Congregations are free to plan special activities for senior adults on ñSenior Adult Sunday.ò  They may want 

to sponsor a breakfast, fellowship dinner, or reception in their honor.  They may add elements to the worship service 

that highlight the rich gifts that senior adults bring to congregations.  Pastors and other church leaders are encouraged 

to use their creativity in making this a special day for senior adults in the congregation. 

 The Region will be providing to congregations a supply of card-stock handouts in the shape of a chocolate 

chip cookie.  These handouts are a promotion and an invitation for all seniors to attend the Senior Adult Retreat on 

November 4-5, 2010 (see article below).  The use of the cookie image is intended to building on the retreat theme, 

ñSweeter As the Years Go By.ò 

 

 

SENIOR ADULT RETREAT IS SET FOR NOVEMBER 4 - 5, 2010 

 

 The ninth annual Senior Adult Retreat will be held at Rolling Hills Camp and Conference Center in Calera, 

AL, on Thursday and Friday, November 4 - 5, 2010.  The theme of the senior adult retreat is ñSweeter As the Years 

Go By.ò  Joan Teeters, a member at South Baldwin Christian Church in Foley and also a member of the Senior Adult 

Cabinet for the Region, is giving leadership to the program for this yearôs retreat.  She says, ñparticipants will have 

an opportunity to look at how happiness or fulfillment in later years is a direct correlation to oneôs attitudes.  

Expanding oneôs scope of thinking can bring more 'sweetness' into oneôs life.  A major part of the joy of living is 

knowing why we are here in the first place.  Having a 'sweeter life' in later years comes with an understanding of the 

purpose and aim for our lives.ò 

 The senior adult retreat will include music and singing led by George and Judy Dudley, members of First 

Christian Church, Birmingham.  The annual business session will be conducted by the senior adult cabinet members.  

An election of new officers will be held.  There will also be a talent show and a Bible Bowl.  The senior adult retreat 

always features rich fellowship and fun for all who participate.  The retreat begins with lunch on Thursday and 

concludes in the early afternoon on Friday. 

 Motel-type rooms are available at Rolling Hills on a first-come, first-served basis.  Registrants will receive a 

confirmation either verifying their reservation at Rolling Hills or informing them that they may need to obtain 

lodging on their own at the nearby Hampton Inn or Quality Inn.  There are a variety of cost options, depending upon 

the lodging requests of participants.  All of the registration information and costs were included in the July Leaderôs 

Packet.  Please contact the Regional office if more information is needed.  

 

 

T.A.S.T.E.  SUNDAY 

(Take A Student To Eat) 

Who? You! 

What? Intentional welcome to young adults 

Where? Restaurant or home, you choose 

Why? So you can get to know one another 

When? Sunday, September 12, 2010 

How? Gather volunteers and personally invite young adult members and visitors to lunch after church. 

 

 This event was inaugurated in 2009 and met with great success in many congregations.  One now has 24 

young adults regularly participating.  In another church, an adult Sunday School class ñadoptedò several college 

students and sent them various goodies during the academic year.  Another church decided to include high school 

youth in order to establish new relationships within the congregation.  Some folks had a meal at church instead of 

going out.  Do whatever works for your family of faith - just do it! 

Rev. Diane Wood, Director of Young Adult Ministries 

Alabama-Northwest Florida Region 



 

MIRACLE DAY 2010  

First Christian Church, Anniston, AL  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 For many years now, the folks at First Christian-Anniston have been wishing we could update our 

sanctuary.  But it had always been the kind of thing that we hoped would happen in some distant, bright future, because it 

seemed like too huge a project for us to achieve.  But now, thanks to Godôs providence and you, our sanctuary has been 

renovated and other projects we hadnôt even dreamed of have become realities as well!  Thank you for everything you did 

to support Miracle Day 2010! 

We have been enjoying a year of blessings, as we celebrate our 125
th
 anniversary this year.  There have been 

moments when weôve just sat back and marveled at how incredible the blessings have been.  Through Miracle Day, our 

church has been transformed; relationships have blossomed and deepened; and our faith has grown in depth and strength.  

Without your support, it couldnôt have happened. 

Because of our location farther away from other Disciples congregations than many of you are, FCC-Anniston 

has sometimes felt a little isolated.  Witnessing the willingness of Committee members and volunteers to drive over here 

on multiple occasions has helped us truly understand the vitality of our covenantal ties as the Body of Christ in Alabama-

Northwest Florida.  Thank you for renewing our commitment to our shared life. 

Our community has noticed that something exciting has been happening at FCC as well.  The wonderful articles 

the Anniston Star published are going in our time capsule ï with your autographs on them ï to be opened in 2035.  People 

are driving or walking by and stopping to comment on our lovely new Community Prayer Garden. 

A piece of the paneling that was removed from our sanctuary will also be sealed in the time capsule, to help us 

remember how dramatic the transformation was that took place on Miracle Day 2010.  Since you left, the floor has been 

refinished, new carpet has been installed, the chairs re-upholstered and the pew cushions replaced.  I hope that you will 

join us for our Dedication Service for the sanctuary renovations and the prayer garden.  It will be held Sunday, September 

12
th
 at 5:00 pm, with a reception to follow.   

 

   Thanks again for all your support! 

 

~Rebecca Littlejohn, Pastor, FCC-Anniston 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



First Christian Church of Anniston, as part of its ongoing 

125th anniversary festivities, had a Celebration of 30 

Years of Women in Leadership on Sunday, May 2nd.  

Mary Elizabeth Johnson, who was the first female board 

chair, elected in 1980, and Sara Carter, the second 

female elder, elected in 1981, were honored.  Prominent 

women from the community were invited to attend that 

day, and young people from the congregation spoke and 

shared musical gifts. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured here:  Dr. Angela Martin, community pediatrician; Nan 

Christian, retired social service agency director; Mary Elizabeth 

Johnson, first woman board chair; Judy Bell, FCC Moderator; 

Rebecca Littlejohn, pastor. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
General Minister and President, Sharon E. Watkins,  was  

the preacher for the 125th Anniversary Celebration at First 

Christian Church, Anniston, on June 6, 2010.  Pictured with 

her (l to r) are host pastor, Rebecca Littlejohn, and Regional 

Minister John Mobley. 

 

 

Fine Arts Camp was held at Noah's Ark Retreat Center in 

Panama City Beach, FL on June 20-25, 2010.  Pictured here are 

youth and adults who participated in the retreat. 

 

 

 

 

CAMPS AND CONFERENCE 2010 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Traditional summer camps were held at YMCA-Hargis Retreat Center in Chelsea, Alabama,  beginning on June 5 and ending 

on June 11, 2010.  One hundred thirty-three campers and counselors helped to make the events successful! 



  

 

ATTENTION PASTORS, ELDERS, STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY CHAIRS:  

STEWARDSHIP EDUCATION RESOURCES AVAILABLE  

 

Now is the time of year when many congregations may have already begun planning for their fall stewardship education 

campaigns.  Stewardship education in the congregation is an essential element in the spiritual health and growth of the 

membership.  I encourage all leaders to make sure that quality stewardship education is regularly offered to your 

congregations. Outstanding resources are available to you through the Ecumenical Stewardship Center. The link below 

will take you to the current stewardship education program, "More Than Enough," and also to the materials for previous 

years.             

 

   http://www.stewardshipresources.org/tabid/105/Default.aspx 

 

 

2010 WOMENôS FALL RETREAT 

ñLetôs Talk Sômoreò 

 

 The 2010 Womenôs Fall Retreat will be held October 8-10 at Camp Chandler, near Wetumpka,  Alabama, on the 

shores of Lake Jordan. The event will begin with dinner on Friday evening at 6:30 p.m. and end after worship on Sunday 

morning around 10:00 a.m.   

 The Resource Leader for the Retreat is Rev. Ayanna Johnson.  Rev. Johnson is an ordained 

minister of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  Rev. Johnson has served in a number of 

positions within the Christian Church.  In 2007 she was installed as First Vice-Moderator of the 

General Board of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada, a 

position she held through the last General Assembly.  In addition to her pastoral and 

denominational work, she has written articles for the Disciples World Magazine. 

 Currently Rev. Johnson is serving as Director of Community Life at Chicago Theological 

Seminary.  Just as she was taught and witnessed to in her home and by her church family, she 

works at CTS to build strong leaders of the church, to nurture healthy community, and assist students in their spiritual and 

professional formation. 

 The CWF/DW Cabinet has made plans for ñTalking about Worship, Study and Service as Disciples Women.ò  

There will be interesting workshops including one on anti-racism; a nature walk will be offered, back by popular request; 

contemporary music as a spiritual discipline, and a workshop centered on our partnership with Honduras. 

 We will have our silent auction (benefiting our Woman to Woman Worldwide and Womenôs Action Web).  The 

auction is not themed this year.  Attendees are asked to bring hygiene items for men, women or children housed at a local 

homeless center. 

 The registration form, refund policy and directions to Camp Chandler were included in the July packet.  You  may 

contact the regional office at alnwfl@aol.com or Betty Wright at btywright@aol.com should you have questions. 

 ñLETôS TALK SôMOREò at the Womenôs Fall Retreat October 8-10 at Camp Chandler. 

 

 

APPLICATIONS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS FROM TH E MILDRED B. WATSON MEMORIAL FUND 

ARE BEING RECEIVED THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2010 
  

 The Mildred B. Watson Memorial Fund is a permanent fund established by the Alabama-Northwest Florida 

Region, in partnership with Valley Christian Church, Birmingham, and the Christian Church Foundation, that provides 

annual income to support leadership education for persons in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  Mildred Watson 

supported the entire Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and had a strong desire to see young people and young adults 

gain exposure to the ministries of the wider church.  She valued education for all Disciples and she particularly wanted to 

see ministers have the education, resources, and support they need for their service to the church.  The Mildred B. Watson 

Memorial Fund provides resources which address these commitments that were dear to Mildred Watson during her 

lifetime. 

  Persons interested in applying for a scholarship should contact the Regional office to request an application.  The 

application deadline for 2010 grants is September 30, 2010.  Decisions regarding scholarship recipients will be made 

during October. 

  

http://www.stewardshipresources.org/tabid/105/Default.aspx
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